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"FOR THE BEST BUYS IN FINE KNIVES" 
CHRISREEYE 
MOUNTAINEER 

Crafted from 
a solid bar of 

high carbon tool 
steel. 4 • blade, 8" 

overall, and only 5 
112 ounces makes 

this a c;ompacl, 
yet solid kntte. 

Each knife serial 
nurrbered and 
guaranteed for 

life. Stout military 
style black leather 

sheath Included. 

#CRMT Retail $160.00 

Your Price $119.95 

llA•~ ••.,rr1 
~ ===--== = = ~~=-- - -- -----

tt you've always wanted a Cold Steel Tanto, but felt It 
"cut" a little deep into your pocketbook, this is the deal 
for you ... Non-reflective "MILITARY" version of the 
famous Cold Steel Tanto. 5 314" blade, 11 1/4" 
overall. Tough Kraton handle gives you a comfort· 
able "non-slip" grip. Includes black leather sheath. 
Made in the USA. Retail $89.95 #CSRCT 

"An incredble value· 

BLOWOUT 
PRICE-~ 
$54.95 ~ 

SPYDERCO POLICE CUPIT TRI-ANGLE "SHARPMAKER" 
Cur favorite folding fighter .. 
Incredible serrations "cut like 
mad". 4 1/4" blade, 9 1/2" 
open. Once you carry a Cliplt, 
you'll never want to be without 
one... Retail $79.95 
#SP1007 

Your Price 

$59.95 

./ 

''AMERICAN" 
BUSHMASTER 

OlX #1 choice in sharpeners .. Sharpens all knive&, Serrated a 
straight edges. Comes complete with 2 mecium wid 2 rine 
stooeG, ABS plastic be&e ond an excellent instruction booklet. 

Retail $39.95 

#SP203MF Your Price $29.95 

COLD STEEL "1988 AMERICAN MADE 
I' KNIFE OF THE YEAR" 

TRAILMASTER 
BOWIE 
Designed by 
Lynn C. Thorrpson 

Impressive 9 1/2" 
satin finished b,e, 
made with Cold 
Steers exclusiv 
Carbon Five steel. 
Comfortable Kraton 
handle. Includes 
rugged black leather 
sheath. This kntte Is 
made !Of serious 
use ... 

#CSBOW 
Retail $175.00 

Our Price 
Too Low To 
Advertise-

Call For 
Your Low 
Discount 

Price! 

Your Price $59.95 

ALMAR 
SERE/ATTACK 

MARK llCS 

Famous KUKRI 
dleslgn. 9 314" blade 

with false edge for thrusting, 
14 314" overall. Continuous 

cutting curve of the blade and 
"weight forward" design 

provides superior slashing and 
chopping abilities with less 

effort. Satin finished 420 high 
carbon stainless steel blade, 

Rockwell 54 for durability and 
easy field sharpening. 

Convenient lanyard hole for 
wrist thong. Durable kydex 

sheath included. 
Retail $69.95 

#BM150 

Introductory Price $49.95 

Send to: CUTLERY SHOPPE 
Dept SF, 5461 .Kendall Street, Boise, ID 83706 

SuMve, Esc_,,., Resistance, Evasion 
Designed by Ille SERE 
Sc:hod at Ft. Bragg, made 
by Al Mar. A hoity fold'" 
v.itla41/4'blacfe, 10118" 
open and 5 7/8" dosed. 

~~~e0a ml:1~: &e:~a~n~ J 
leather or camo woven 
&heath, p{ease specify. 

Retail $195.00 
#AM3003A 

Your Price $155.95 
TOMCAT 

gI~!s~ 

#GB5710 

Cutlery Shoppe Exclusive ... 
Time tested design, built for 
combat. 5 degree angled 
blade, special ·cat's tongue· 
non-slip handle. 6 1/2" 
double edge blade, 11 1/2" 
overall. Includes top quality 
black cordura sheath. 

Your Price $79.95 
"1988 KNIFE OF THE YEAR" 

Rugged folding bo'Nie. High carbctl stalnleg.g steel 
caiatn>ction l'lroughoul Featuring a new negative
drattlocking bar system, 'Mlich gives new meaning tJ 
the wad i ockbac:k". Raised "point ~tive" krat>n 
grips. 3 314" blade and 8 1/4" overall. Dual mounting 
blaci< nylon aheatl. Thia I• a SOLID, STOUT knlle .. 

Retail $79.95 

1ssTc Your Price $67 .95 

~ FOO O'°'"'O; Y, ; · ·:~' C,0,0,-F-OR IN,O,MATION C"-'- ,_,...,._..., 

~~~:::M~~~ fl:foflmflt}t1 
knife brands. Just Hod $1 
or cal 208-376·0430 I> get 
yO<Xcopy, PLEASE, do not 
cal the ·eoo· number as we 
reserve these Ines fer cut- . 
tomers placing crders ... 

ADD SHIPPING: $5 to 48 states-·$7 APO & FPO-· $8 for C.O.D. 48 states only--$10 Alaska, Hawaii & 

Canada. Foreign orders (excluding Canada), please write for shipping costs. PAYMENT: We accept 
VISA, MASTERCARD, C.O.D. (cash only), Money orders & checks (checks allow 21 days to clear). 

FAX Orders: 1-208-376-7608 
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COVER 
COVER: U.S. Anny M60 gunner stands ready during 
American Intervention In Grenada In October 1983. 
Considering obstacles faced by U.S. troops - least of which 
was the enemy force and most of which was our own 
planning- it's amazing Operation Urgent Fury was as 
successful as It was. Elite U.S. Anny Rangers spearheaded 
the rescue of American students, and we bring you their 
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Winning the Twilight Struggle 

W ITH due respect to Dukakis and Bush, this election is 
about neither competence nor ideas. It's about liberty and 

the resolve to defend it. 
When John Kennedy took office in 1961, he told the country 

to prepare itself for "a long twilight struggle" against totalitarian 
oppression. That was 27 years ago - the Cold War was already 
in its 12th year by then - and it has been going on ever since. 
What will be decided on Nov. 8 is whether we will stay the 
course in that struggle or whether we will abandon it - at 
precisely the time, ironically, when there are signs of new light. 

There is nothing very mysterious about how the United States 
has chosen to confront the Soviets over the past 40 years. The 
elements include a nuclear deterrent second to none, sufficient 
conventional forces to defeat any aggressor .other than the other 
superpower, and the willingness to provide aid and comfort to 
peoples prepared to fight for their liberty. 

To be sure, we have not always prevailed. But we have won 
more than we have lost. 

Western Europe, a basket case in 1945, is today politically 
free and economically stronger than the Soviet Union. Japan, 
which we nearly boiled off the map, is a liberal democracy and 
the third strongest economic power on the planet. Korea, 
Taiwan, Singapore, Thailand, and Malaysia - all of whom were 
threatened with overt or covert communist aggression - did not 
fall and today are economic tigers. 
Twe~ty years ago the term "national liberation movement" was 

synonymous with Marxist insurgency. Today such movements are 
as likely as not to be fighting for freedom - and winning. 

Most important, the main socialist powers have concluded 
that unless they restructure their societies along more 
economically add politically democratic lines, they cannot 
remain competitive with the West. The Soviet Union's glasnost 
and perestroika, China's Four Modernizations, and Gorbachev's 
emerging attempt to wind down wars by proxy around the globe 
didn't just happen by accident. · 

And that is what makes Michael Dukakis' defense and foreign 
policies so profoundly wrong. By advocating such policies as 
unilaterally scrapping the modernization of U.S. strategic forces, 
abandoning the goal of the 600-ship navy, emasculating SDI, 
and snubbing peoples fighting for their liberty around the world, 
Dukakis is in' effect proposing to remove precisely those 
pressures that are forcing change in the Eastern bloc. He is 
acting as though the changes which are just beginning were 
accoµiplished facts. They aren't. 

Both candidates have been reasonably candid with regard to 
defense and foreign policy. Bush has proposed to pursue the 
policies of the past eight years, and in a broader sense those of 
the past 40. Dukakis has proposed to abandon them. 

Bush, who has devoted most of his public life to "the long 
· twilight struggle," has proposed to stay the course. Dukakis, in 
our estimation, has proposed to stumble at the finish line. , 

We cast our vote for Bush - and completing the mission. ~ 
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THE LEWIS GUN 
by). David Truby 

Now in its second edition, th is we\1-
researched pictorial history chroni
cles one of the earliest and greatest 
light machine guns. Combat scenes 
realistica ll y dep ict the ho rro r 
wrought by Lewis' " Military Mower," 
which saw action in both world 
wars. Of special interest are the 
more than 70 photos of aircraft wi th 
Lewis guns mounted on them. 8¥2 x 
11, hardcover. photos, 21 6 pp. 

$25.00 

GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi
ness. government and en emies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and pol itical dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks rang ing 
from the sim"ple to the elaborate. For 
enterta inment only! SV2 x 8V2, hard
cover. 192 pp. $16.95 

THE 1989 CALENDAR OF CREATIVE REVENGE 
, , . featuring lhe awesome. hysterical. and ridiculous 
humor of that Master of Mayhem, George Hayduke 

Make a date to get even with that nasty so-and -so who's 
done you wrong. Penci l in your revenge plots on the first
ever Paladin "get even" calendar . . . you know what 
George Hayduke says: "Thou shalt bide thy time befo re 
activating a revenge plot!" Thirteen months of madness 
pack this guide to a 1989 full ol Haydukery, complete with 
hilarious color illustrations and descriptions of George's 
favori te stunts, plus a listing.of the Eleveri Commandments 
of Revenge (lest ye lorget!). A great holiday stocking stutter 
for the Hayduke fans on your list! 12 x 13, color illus. 

u.s u •T ana.u 10ACU 
• U.Cl l MUOIOOlt 

$9.95 

U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

Paladin's brand-new update of this 
class ic best-seller gives you the info 
you need to stay alive and stay well 
in the field-600 pages show how to 
treat al l kinds of diseases and injur
ies. In a new compact format, th is 
book gives you the knowledge that 
makes the Special Forces med ic so 
valuable. 4V2 x 7114. weatherproof 
soltcover, illus., 608 pp. $19.95 

KICKASS! 
More Mayhem From the Mastet of Malice 

by George Hayduke 
Just when you thought it was safe to turn the other cheek, Hayduke and his malicious 
band of proteges return with their own twisted version of the Golden Rule: Do unto others 
before they do unto you! If you are a peace-loving but fed-up citizen who's being hassled 
by one of a mult itude of bullies in today's mean world, then this latest revenge-fill ed opus 
will surely satisfy your thirst for vengeance. A.rmed with this all-new array of deviously 
clever payback schemes, you will be able to dish out mayhem like the master himself. 
Whether you have to deal with obnoxious neighbors, a heartless · boss or some other 
miserable jerk in your life, you will be able to find a tale or techn ique in th is book that 
will leave him or her rolling in agony-and you rolling with laughter. Offe red in the spi rit 
of good, clean fun, Kickass! is for entertainment purposes only. 5V2 x 8%, hardcover, 
196 pp. $16.95 
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PA UL BALOR 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

• ~,, 
""' ""' " " •" '"". 

U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
A-TEAM VIETNAM COMBAT 

MANUAL 
This is the real thi ng, a reprint ol the 
A Detachment Handbook issued to 
all Special Forces A-Teams dUring 
the Vietnam War. Everything from 
camp construction to interrogation 
procedures to psyops is covered. A 
must for collectors of military and 
Vietnam memorabil ia. 81h x 11 t soft
cover, ill us., 296 pp. $18.00 

MANUAL OF THE 
MERCENARY SOLDIER 

A Guide to Mercenary War, 
Money, and Adventure 

by Paul Ba/or 
"The Whores of War." Modern mer
cenaries make their living in today's 
most volatile hot spots. Old pro Paul 
Baler, reveals the experiences and 
tricks ol the trade that have kept him 
alive on th ree continents fo r mace 
than four decades! An authoritative, 
insider's guide! SV2 x 8112, hardcover, 
320 pp. $17.95 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in the field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica
tions, driving, infiltration and exfiltra
tion, survival, and more. 8% x 11, 
soltcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 

$14.95 

MAKE MY DAY! 
Hayduke's Desi Re venge Techniques 

fo r the Punks in Yo ur Life 
by George Ha yduke 

Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all-new bag of bully
busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 
from readers who rallied to George's 
stirring cry ("Do unto others before 
they get unto you") lill this antic 
anthology that will amaze and amuse 
you . Make My Day! is intended for 
entertainment purposes only. SV2 x 
av,, hardcover, 224 pp. $16.95 

llI<47 
t---.. 11.r:-~ 

The Complete 
ICalashnlkov 

l'amlly 
··- of - · 

llssault Rifles 

DD!!Cftll LO!IO 

CATCHING SPIES 
Principles and Practice 
of Counte respionage 

by H.H. A. Cooper and 
Lawrence). Redlinger 

What the public hears about the 
world of espionage is only the tip ol 
the iceberg. What goes on under the 
surface? Who are these spy-catch
ers? Who are their prey? This in
depth look discusses spy mania, 
backgrounding, moles and U.S. ef
fectiveness in the War of Spies. 51h x 
BY,, hardcover, 408 pp. $24.95 

AK47: 
The Co mplete Kalashnikov Family 

of Assault Rifles 
by Duncan Long 

The Soviet AK47/ AKM assault rifle 
is tough and dependable. and has 
spawned many spinoffs worldwide. 
These ri fles are now available in the 
U.S .. but sol id information on them 
is scarce. Learn about specs. ammo 
and more-find out why the AK47 
is the world 's most widely used 
gun . 5'12 x 81h, softcover, photos, 
illus .. 192 pp. $14.00 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 
Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target' Info on lock-pick tech
nology, how polygraphs and vo ice 
l ie detectors can be trifked and 
much more, including more than 
100 sources for equipment and 
superspy systems. 8V2 x 11 , soft
cover, illus., 264 pp. SJ0.00 

1969 MILITARY HISTORY CALENDAR 
by Raymond R. Lyman 

Who was the fi rst American commander to strike back in 
the altermath ol Pea rl Harbor? How did Herman Goering 
help the British RAF win the Battle ol Britain? Where were 
the fi rst tanks used in battle? The answers can be found in 
the 1989 Military History Calendar. This year's edition is the 
best yet, with hundreds ol lascinating events lrom the great 
and small wars that influenced the history of our time. More 
than 40 photographs reveal the lace ol war in this cen tury. 
Make 1989, the 50th anniversary of World War II, the year to 
learn the lacts. 12 x 13, photos. $8.95 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
, ............. . 
t 

PALADIN PRESS ~ Call TOLL FREE lor credit ca rd orders: 

I I P.O. BOX 1307- BK S illliiiili 1-800-642-8300, ex t. 24. Call 24 hours a 

BOULDER, CO 80306 .. , but Al aska. Send $1.00 for SO-page 
FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL . $16.95 I LONG-RANGE PATROL OPER

ATIONS: RECO NNAISSANCE, 
COM BAT & SPECIAL OPER-
ATIONS .. .. .. $14.95 

SPECIAL FORCES o"PERA TIONAL 
TECHNIQUES . $16.95 

SWAT TRAINING AND 
EMPLOYMENT . $14.00 

THE ECONOMIC GUERRILLA : A 
SURVIVOR'S MANUAL . .. . . $ 8.00 

SPECIAL FORCES 

I m day, 7 da ys a week . Call lrom any state 

I ~ Pho n P (303 ) 44 3-7250 · J CATAL0G of300titles (free withorder.) 

I Please send me the fo llowing titles: : ·-------------• ·~~~~~~ I I Payment: 0 Check or M oney Order, 0 VISA , 0 MasterCard. 

I Ca<d No. ---------------- Ex p. ___ SUBTOTAL ----- I 
NAME Please incl ude I 

I $3.00 postage 

MO NEY B C Gu NTEE DEALER INQ ADDRESS --------------------- and handling _ ___ I - A K ARA - UIRIES IN VITED 
PALADIN PR ESS • P.O. BO X 1307 • BOULDER, CO 60306 • (303) 443-7250 CITY STATE ----ZIP TOTAL--- --.. --------------· · · · · · · · ······•Iii 

MAD AS HELL : A M ASTER TOME 
OF REVENGEMANSHIP . S16.95 

FORGIVE! FORGET IT! . . $16.95 
STREETSWEEPERS: THE 

COMPLETE BOOK OF COMBAT 
SHOTGUNS . ... . . . . . . . . . $17.95 

CAREERS IN SECRET 
OPERATIONS . S 8.95 

UP YOURS! GUIDE TO ADVANCID 
REVENGE TECHNIQUES . $16.95 

HANDBOOK . . . . . S 8.00 
ACTION CAREERS: EMPLOYMENT 

IN THE HIGH-RISK JOB 
MARKET . .. .......... . $17.95 

STURM, RUGER 10/22 RIFLE 
AND .44 MAGNUM 
CARBINE . $10.00 

THE RESCUERS : THE WORLD'S 
TOP ANTI-TERRORIST 
UNITS . $17.95 
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Tiger Stripe 

These are the UDT shorts 
worn by Special Forces. 
Force Recon. and Seal 
Teams .... people who 
specialize in underwater 
operations. 

You will use these shorts 
running. in the water, work
ing out. as well as for recrea
tional purposes. 

While wearing these tough 
O.D.A. UDTs you'll exper
ience that esprit de corps. 

Look alive and be alert for the 
full line of "civilitary" clothing 
being supplied by OD.A. 

Sizes-26 through 40. 
Design-Khaki. woodland. 
tiger stripe. red . 
Cost-S 19.95 quant. 1-10. 
S 19.45 quant. 10-20. 
Quantities 20 or more p.o. r. 
S 1.50/Pair Shipping-Handling 

Mail orders to O.D.A. Enterprises. P.O. Box 849 
Streamwood. IL 60107 

Cash. Check or Money Order. no C.O.D. 

EVERYTHING ELSE IS OBSOLETE 
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SEMI-AUTO 
BEST FOR 

SNIPING ..• 
Sirs: 

The adoption of the 
M24 bolt-action sniper 
weapon system by the 
U.S. Army needs to be 
discussed before it's too 
late. Before I start a 
letter-writing war 
amongst my fellow 
readers, I want to say 
that I am not debating 
the superior accuracy of 
bolt-action weapons 
over that of 
semiautomatic rifles. 
Between the two, there 
is no contest 

The problem lies with 
having bolt-action rifles 
in modem firefights. 
Let's face facts: No 
matter how fast you 
work the bolt or how 
good a shot you are, 
you are no match for a 
man armed with an 
AK-47. When a sniper is 
not performing his 
special task he must be 
capable of assuming a 
basic rifleman's role, 
otherwise he is next to 
useless to his unit. Don't 
send snipers out on a 
company level operation 
with a rifle that is 
designed to give more 
range and less firepower 
than needed. 

Michael D. 
Ledbetter 

Phoenix, Arizona 

Technical Editor Peter 
Kokalis replies: "I agree 
with SOF reader 
Ledbetter and wiU opt 
for a properly tuned and 
scoped M21 over any 
bolt-action system any 
time the targets are 
likely to shoot back. 
Latest word from the 
U.S. Anny is that 
someone must agree as 
M21s are being rebuilt 
and fitted with new 
mounts and scopes." 

NOVEMBER 88 

FLAK 

CASE OF 
MISTAKEN IDENTITY ... 

Sirs: 
Imagine my surprise when I returned from a field 

training exercise to find myself and several of my 
men in a photo on page 48/49 of SOF ("Sandinista 
Staredown," SOF, July '88). As a scout squad 
leader in HHC 3/27 Infantry, 7th ID (L), rm sure 
you could imagine my disgust upon reading the 
photo caption labeling us as 82nd scouts! We would 
appreciate a correction of Mr. Scroft' s error. As a 
soldier I am surprised Mr. Scroft could not 
distinguish an 82nd patch from a 7th ID (L) patch. 

I would appreciate the acknowledgement of the 
fact that us "legs" of the "light and deadly" 7th ID 
(L) were in Palmerola before the 82nd and we 
secured the DZ (Drop Zone) and watched the glory 
boys jump. 

Sgt David A. Pile 
Scout Platoon, 3/27 Inf. 

Senior Editor John Coleman caught the bullet on 
this error: "Consider the mistake acknowledged and 
corrected, Sergeant Pile, but the blame doesn't lie 
with Gene Scroft. He mailed his photos to our 
editorial offices in Boulder, Colorado immediately 
after he finished his assignment. The film was 
processed stateside and did not have accompanying 
captions. The task of identifying weapons and units 
fell to us, and from the original slide it was tough to 
spot anything except for the jump wings you're 
wearing. That, combined with the fact that Scroft 
spent most of his time with the 82nd while in 
Honduras, Jed me to misidentify you folks. I stand 
corrected. " 

FONDA
BUSTERS ... 

Sirs: 
I don't see why the citizens of 

Waterbury, Connecticut, don't use 
the same tactics that Hanoi Jane and 
her commie cohorts used to subvert 
the media. Call the 1V stations and 
newspapers, then spill "blood" 
(Karo syrup and food dye) over 
the sidewalks where the filming is 
going on. 

When they try to film use your 
power tools, lawn mower, or "fix" 
that broken car horn that seems 
stuck on. At night flash your camera 
Strobe lights, car headlights, 
flashlights, etc. . . . Invent and chant 
slogans (the media loved slogans 
when they used them against us). 

Get creative and think up some 
other items like scheduling "press 
conferences" and publicizing 
Fonda's statements during the 
Vietnam War. 

Bob Steiner 
Anaheim, California 

BEND 
OVER •.. 

Sirs: 
Your June 1988 issue carried a 

book "review" of BOHICA by Scott 
Barnes. Your "review," rather than 
offering excerpts of the work, merely 
made a statement that, out of 
context, conveys the message that 
neither Barnes nor anyone else 
could, would, should or will make a 
foray into Southeast Asia in search 
of missing Americans. Neither did 
your "review" mention the scathing 
accusations that several Americans in 
high government positions are 
involved in the drug trade originating 
from the Golden Triangle. Nor do 
you touch on the damningly related 
accusations from unrelated sources 
that George Bush is involved in this 
operation. As former head of the 
CIA and presently, as in the past, in 
charge of drug smuggling 
interdiction, Bush may be the main 
reason that imported drugs are now, 

Continued on page 8 
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Continued from page S 

more than ever, so available in the 
United States. 

George D. McAdoo 
Yuma, Arizona 

SOF's "review" was a dismissal of 
Barnes' book as hogwash. We first 
came into contact with Barnes back 
in 1982 and have kept sort of a 
casual watch on him since then. Our 
initial impression of him was that he 
had a rather tenuous grip on reality, 
and time has not changed that at all. 
While clever, on closer investigation 
Barnes' stories don't check out. 
Barnes and James G. "Bo" Gritz, 
who has given even wider 
distribution to the story about 
high-ranking Americans being 
involved in the drug trade, have 
been in contact with the "unrelated 
sources" pushing the "Bush is a 
doper" conspiracy. The source of 
this nonsense is a radical leftist 
group known as the Christie 
Institute. 

The Christies recently had their 
lawsuit alleging the involvement of 
anti-communist Americans in the 
assassination, dope and gun 
smuggling business thrown out of 
court, because they couldn't present 
a single fact that would stand up in 
court. 

Barnes has had previous contacts 
with the left, with articles appearing 
in such notable communist rags as 
The Daily Worker and Covert Action 
Information Bulletin. One English 
author has pointed to Barnes' basic 
tale as classic Soviet disinformation, 
and some of Barnes' victims in 
BOHICA also see his purpose as 
more evil than buffoonish. Gritz has 
credibility problems as well but 
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nonetheless we find his association 
with the looney leftists bewildering. 

Lots of people, including some of 
us here at SOF, have gone into 
Laos looking for POWs. SOF's 
opinion, after spending some 
hundreds of thousands of dollars of 
our own money (money not raised 
from the public) is that the private 
searches are unlikely to lead to 
positive results. 

LEAVE SKELETONS 
IN THE CLOSET . .. 

Sirs: 
As a subscriber I always enjoy 

your magazine. However, I must 
strongly protest your photo spread 
that ran with the article on Japanese 
treasure hunting in the Philippines 
(Aug. '88). I am upset about the 
Japanese helmet/skull that seemed 
to be used as a photo prop in two 
pictures. This man was a soldier, a 
Japanese soldier, who gave his life 
fighting for a cause he believed in. 
That cause was wrong and just 
because Japan (fortunately) lost the 
war does not give us the right to put 
his remains on display. Also your 
treatment of General Yamashita was 
a little slanted. He was tried and 
convicted for war crimes committed 
by Japanese naval troops in Manila 
while he was in the mountains with 
no communications with same. Was 
it pure coincidence his death 
sentence was pronounced by 
General MacArthur on December 
7th? (especially considering 
Yamashita beat MacArthur in the 
Philippines!). 

Tom Reidy 
Clinton, Maryland 

Associate Editor Don McLean 
replies: "Your point that Yamashita 
was hiding in the hills when the 
atrocities in Manila were committed 
is well-taken. As the author pointed 
out, Yamashita wanted the naval 
forces to abandon Manila and join 
him in the mountains. It may have 
been better to haul Yamashita back 
to the Asian subcontinent and throw 
him to the folks there whose people 
his troops butchered. They'd have 
tried him, cut him in little pieces -
and damn sure displayed his 
remains. He was, as I pointed out, a 
capable general. If you want 
somebody to say he was a noble 
human being, you'll have to look 
elsewhere. Yes, my view of 
Yamashita is slanted and I don't like 
Hitler, Joe Stalin or Charlie Manson, 
either." 

MILITARY SKILLS, 
NOT MERC CAMPS ... 

Sirs: 
I have a possible solution to the 

problem of people writing to you 
requesting the names of so-called 
"mere schools" where they can 
learn military skills. 

Instead of wasting good money on 
these money pits, advise them to 
check out the schools that the U.S. 
Armed Forces and Reserves have to 
offer. It won' t cost them a cent and, 
in fact, they can earn money while 
attending. 

National Guard and Reserve units 
are crying for people who are willing 
to serve and learn military skills. If 
you're qualified, this can gain you 
entry to Ranger and Airborne 
schools. 

This is better for everyone 
concerned, except, of course, for the 
rip-off artists riding the wave of 
Ramboism in this country. I have 
nothing against Rambo, just the 
people who rip off others in the 
name of patriotism. 

William Smith, Jr. 
Army National Guard 
Akron, Indiana 

Absolutely right, Mr. Smith. 
Regular military training - especially 
in special operations forces -
provides private professional soldiers 
with the best training they'll ever 
receive. 

Continued on page 10 

NOVEMBER 88 





NEW ADVENTURE GEAR FROM 
BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS 
NAVY SEAL TEAM UDT SWIMMER SHIRT 

Reversible navy blue 100% cotton shirt is sewn back to back with 
gold "shirt within a shirt." SEALS used gold side for signaling. Mid

Jength sleeves. Made in USA wit"1 our non-official Seal Team 
emblem on left breast. M,L,XL. 
NCS44 UDT swimmer shirt $19. 95 

NAVY DIVER UDT SWIM SHORTS 
Scarce WWI I UDT sty/e swim shorts are used by SEAL 
Teams so they're purely functional. Large back pocket, 
button fly, cinch waist belt, official khaki in 65/35 twill 
(upper left), or Vietnam Tiger Stripe (lower left) in 100% 
cotton twill . Made in USA. Sizes 32,34,36,38,40. 
UDT28 UDT shorts, Tiger Stripe $24. 95 
UDT66 UDT shorts, Khaki $19. 95 

ORDER 
TOLL FREE 

\ 800/ill-7344 
VISA/MC/AMEX 

BRITISH AIRBORNE FORCES 
ORIGINAL DENISON SMOCK 
ATIENTION, UNIFORM COLLECTORS 
From Arnhem to the Falklands War, British paras relied 
on their Denison jump smocks. Our official 59 pattern 
smocks are made by the last MOD supplier to Ministry 
of Defense using only original materials, patterns and 

camo screens. Genuine and unissued. 100% 
heavy duty windproof, water repel lent Cot
ton Drill . Major areas are double th ickness. 
Features: 4 large outside and 2 inside pockets, stand collar, knitted cuffs, full length 
zip, and the original hallmark - the 'cod-piece', p lus buttoned epaulets and much 
more. Each comes with Ministry Pattern label and Seal of Authenticity. Made in 
England. Sizes S,M,L,XL. DEN 59 $189. 95 Limited Supply HURRY! 
SURVIVAL Send $3.00 for our 92 page color catalog of unique mifitary 

WRIST COMPASS '"" 'j"· ~";" 0 ""'" Fi ts most watchbands and our Velcro' .__ Bn a~d"-e=----------
Wriststrap. Liquid-filled, precision Quartermasters 
compass protected 1n sturdy non- TM 

magnetic case. Depth tested to 100 <Y ACTION GEAR 
meters. Luminous cardinal points. 102s Cobb Int' / Blvd., Dept. 605 
Made in Japan. SWC360 $4. 95 Kennesaw, GA 30144-4349 

Law Enforcement Inquires In v ited 

~ P.O. Box 1995 (i:m•J 
- El Dorado , AR 71730 · · · · 

Send $ 2 for complete catalog 
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Mag. Well 

Wil son B eave r ta il Grip 
Safety . ..... . ... $2 1 .95 

.. ~ Wilson .45 Matc h Magazine $ 23.9 5 

8 -Round .45 Magazine by MAG -PAC $23.95 
9 - Round 1 OMM Magazine by MAG -PAC $26.9 5 

Continued from page 8 

V IETNAM 
MOVIES ... 

Sirs: 
I'm still waiting for a review on the 

movie Full Metal Jacket. 
You had one a while back on the 

movie Platoon and even a cover 
photo of it on one of your 
magazines. Full Metal Jacket was by 
far a better, more straightforward, 
down-to-earth movie than Platoon 
ever was. Well, how about it 
fellows? What is your opinion? 

Mlekush 
Tacoma, .Washington 

Managing Editor Jim Graves 
replies: "We did a full review on 
Platoon because we had sufficient 
advance time to prepare a review, 
and projected it would be both a 
success and controversial. SOF has 
to have at least 90 days of lead time 
in order for our review and a movie 
to appear at the same time, a 
marketing necessity. The producers 
of Full Metal Jacket kept changing 
their release date so we could not 
review it. The same goes for 
Hamburger Hill. 

Of the three, Hamburger Hill is by 
far the best in terms of being a 
"Vietnam Movie. " However, as a 
former Marine I enjoyed Full Metal 
Jacket's boot camp portion. It came 
about as close as anything I've ever 
seen to recreating what eight weeks 
at Parris Island was like. 

The purpose of Platoon, like Jane 
Fonda 's Coming Home, was 
essentially anti-military, anti-Vietnam 
veteran propaganda. Technically, 
Platoon is several degrees better 
than most Hollywood efforts at war 
movies - thanks to the contribution 
of former Marine and former SOF 
Executive Editor Dale Dye who was 
the film 's technical adviser - but as 
a reflection of the American troop in 
Vietnam it was B.5. Platoon was 
what Oliver Stone's leftist pals -
like Jane Fonda - believe Vietnam 
to have been like. 

LETTERS 
Your input has made FLAK 

one of SOF's most popular 
columns. Write and tell us your 
opinion of SOF or any subject 
you consider worth our readers' 
attention. We reserve the right 
to edit for content and brevity. 
Send letters to FLAK, c/o SOF, 
PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. ~ 
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Buy Direct & Save ' Visa, Mastercard, and American Express 
• accepted! Lo\\ prices! :\o Minimum Order! 

Call 1-312-697-0222 for Fast Delivery! To1> Qualit~· Merchandise! 

New LS45 Lasersight 
The LS45 projects a high ly visible 
beam of concenlraled laser light 
onto the target. By simply adjust
ing windage and elevat io n the0 dot 
wi ll match the point of impact. Can 
be seen at night at up to 500 yards. 
Built to stringent mil specs - in use 
by mi litary and police special 
units. Compact -7 l/2 ''x I 3/8"x2". 
Wei ghs less than 8 oz. Universal 
base fit s W eave r and other 
dovcrnils. Full 12 month warranty. 
#3 10002 $429.95 

New hand-held crossbow is com
pact, si lent and deadly. Powerful 
40 lb . draw. Micro-adjustable 
sights. A luminum body, contoured 
pistol grips. 11-1 /4" overa ll. 
Comes with 3 · 6" bol ts. 
#2 14005 $49. 9 5 

Grenades 

~~" Look and feel like the real thing but 
comple tely harm less. Fu ll weight 
wit h detachable lever and pin. 
Three styles - Pineapple WW 11 
(0). Egg Vietnam issue (I) , or 
Baseba ll Current issue (2). 
#172JG( l $9.95 ea. 

New "llig Daddy" 

80KV Zapper 

llrand new ! 80,000 vplts of stop-
ping power. Co mpact 
6.9"x2.4"x 1.7". T ough black ABS 
construc tio n wi th belt clip. Easy 
on/off rocker switch. The e ffects 
are devastating - causes extreme 
pain. musc le spasms, loss of bal
ance, dazed condi tion. Wi ll immo
bilize any attacker no matter what 
his size for up to 20 minutes. No 
pennanent damage and no way to 
injure yourself. Uses 9 volt ni -cad 
battery. Weighs 8 ounces. 
#3 10805 :$79:% $69.95 
Battery & C harger 
#3 1080 1 $19.95 
Mini Zapper - 45,000 volts. 
Size: 4 . I "x2.3"x 1.3". 
#3 10802 $5%l5 $ 49.95 

"Little Black Box" 

Amazing device automati cally 
starts you r recorder whenever the 
telephone is picked up and stops re
corder when phone is hung up! At
taches anywhere along the line. 
P lugs inro any recorder. Creates no 
interference or noi se o n the line. 
Miniature - I "x2"x2" . Warning: 
Not to be used for survei llance! 
#310101 AlligatorClip 
#3 10 I 02 Modular Hookup 
Please Specify' $29.95 

New IO-Hour Recorder is the 
idea l companion for "Little Black 
Box". Modified to record or play 
voices for a ful l 10 hrs ... 5 hrs each 
side. Built-in condenser mike. auto 
shut-off at end of tape; tape in
cluded. Runs on batt eries or AC. 
#3 10200 $159.95 

Super-Tough Sportsman's 
Alarm Chronograph 

"The Tough One" 
Rugged . masculine stylin g. Black 
urethane res in cas ing and band is 
water resistant to I 00 feet. Lighted 
digital precision quartz accuracy! 
Features include hour, minutes, 
seconds, 12/24 hour (military) 
time. AM/PM, month, date , day of 
week. daily alarm , hourl y chime, 
24 hour sto pwatch with I /I OOth 
second accuracy up to 30 minutes 
and I sec. thereafter, times splits, 
laps , time-outs I s t and 2nd place 
finishes. With long life battery. 
#XS5000 $19.95 

Eight shot .22 caliber revolve r or 
six shot automatic fires tear gas 
cartridges or blanks as fa st as you 
pull the trigger. Heavy-duty metal 
const ructio n with quick, easy ejec
ti on. Checkered grips. Comes with 
holster, tear gas and blanks. 
8-Shot Revolver 
#260 110 Blue 
#260 120 Chrome 
6-Shot Automatic 
#2605 10 lllue 
#260520 C hrome 

New CO, 
Powerea 
.ns Auto 
Patte rned after 
the popular P-38 

$19.95 
$24.95 

$21.95 
$26.95 

auto. Look s and fee ls like the real 
thing! Fires an entire magazine of 
BB 's - 20 rounds as quickly as you 
can squeeze the trigger. 80 shots 
pe r CO, cartridge. Fires .177 ca l. 
BB's at '350-400 fps. 
#464338 $39.95 

Mini-Nuck 

Solid brass Mini- Nuck keychain 
keeps your keys handy. Also can 
be used. as a bonle opener. 

#BN2 $5.95 

All New! 
New z.77 
Automatic. Fires 

llll's 
and CO, 
Available 

20 rounds as fast as you can 
pull the trigger! Authentic SMG sty ling. 
20-sho t magazine. Folding stock, adjust
able s ling . Solid steel smoothbore barre l. 

80 shots per CO, cartridge. Fires . 177 BB 's a t 
350-440 fps. We ig hs 2 lbs. 3 oz. Length:· Closed 16 1/2", Open 25". 
#464407 Z-77 Auto matic $49.95 

MX-7 
Mega-Dart 

The Super Powered Dart Gun. 
Drives a wire dart thru 1/2" pl ywood! 

I-lard-hilling accuracy up to 50 yards and 
more! Vclocily e:.;cccds 720 fps. Boil ac1ion loading

fas l and easy fo r repeat shooting. Easy to use- jusl pull back 1hc 
power handle and fire . Includes a shoulder s1ock for s1ab ilit y and 

accuracy. Uses .40calibcrdans. S ilcnl and dead ly! Comes wi th !Odarls. Length with 
stock 40". Accessories available! Ca ll for informat ion. 

#46 1100 MX-7 Mega-Dart Rifle $69.95 

Ordering Information 
By mail: Use coupon or separate sheet. Include check, 
money order or credit card infonnat ion. 
By phone: Ca ll 1-31 2-697-0222 for fast delivery. Have 
all credit card and product infonnation ready. Hours 9 · 
AM to 5 PM CST Monday-Friday. COD charge is $5.00 

Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

Super Snooper 
Bionic Ear is a new extremely 
sensitive, directional e lectronic 
li s tening device. Amplifies all 
sounds through ste reo headphones 
(i ncluded). Actually hear a whis
per at a I 00 yards; a car door shut
ting five blocks away; a hunting 
dog on the trail up to two miles. 
Automatic shut-off circuit meas
ures incoming signal to protect 
from high volume noise. Uses 9-
volt battery. Warning: Not to be 
used for eavesdropping. 
#310300 $84 .95 
Bionic Booster increases re
ce iving area 37 times for greater 
lis ten ing power. Snaps on and off. 
#3 1030 1 $34.95 

"The Black Hook of Dirty 

Tricks" 
"Improvised Munitions Hand
book . the most sought after 
he re-to-fore impossible to ob
tain Army Manual. Includes 
revea ling chapters on: Mines & 
Grenades, Small Anns Weap
ons & Ammo, Mortars & Rock
ets, Incendiary Devices, Fuses, 
Ignit ion & Delay Mechan isms. 
Tell s how to make Rocket 
Launchers, Pistols , Shotguns 
and Recoi I less Rifles from easy 
to obtain materia ls and more! 
#BB $10.00 

Handcuffs 
Official De tec ti ve type carried by 
police officers. N icke l plated hard
ened steel. 2 keys . 
#270200 Single Lock $14 . 9 5 
#270220 Double-Lock $19. 9 5 

World's Largest Survival 
Knife 
"The Big One" 
This is the Knife you've been 
wa iting for! Made tough. it 
fea iurcs a big 10 inch 420 
siainlcss steel blade. Sports
men. hunters. li shcnncn. 
and campers will fi nd 
"The Big One" can take 
it no matter how tough 
the task. It 's more than 
just a knife. Fea tures: 
• 5" watertight black 
aluminum hollow 
handle. 
• Screw on/off liq 
uid filled compass. 
• Rugged black 
leather sheath 
w ith sharp
ening 
s1onc. 

lures wire 
saw. matches. 
needles, ny lon 

line. fi shhooks. 
and sinke rs. 

# 1771 8 $24.95 

Phaser 
The safes t persona l defense prod
uct available. Ultra-high emiss ion 
fire ext inguisher va lve shoo1s lear 
gas at distances up to 20 feet. 
Renders assailant instantl y help
less. causing extreme burning to 
eyes, nose and throa t. Will not 
cause pennanen1 injury. 
#261200 Police Phaser $19. 9 5 
#261201 Mini Phaser $14.95 

r-------------, 
Your Supply Depot, Ltd. 1 

39W433 Highland Ave. Elgin, IL 60123 I 
For Fast Del ivery Call (312) 697-0222 I 

Qty Numbe r Description/Size/Color Price 

Charge my: Subtotal 
D Visa D MasterCard D Am ex 

---
Shipping $4.50 

P hone # Tax 
Expiration Date ---

Total 
Credit Card Number ---

I I I I I I I I I I I I t I I I I 

City _ _ _______ ____ ___ ______ _ 

State Zip Dept. SF-9 
Supply Depot docs nol warran! that you may legall y purchase. possess or 
carry air guns,s llln guns. dart guns. e tc. By o rdering you acknow ledge that 

I vou ;;ire an adu lt and there arc no lega l restrictions to purchas ing. .J 
... ____________ _ 



PEACE IN 
THEIR TIME? ••• 

We've been keeping 
aiclose watch on the 
events in Angola/South 
West Africa (Namibia), 
and it appears that the 
issue of Namibian 
independence -
basically centering 
around the withdrawal 
of some 45,000 Cuban 
mercenaries from 
Angola - has been 
resolved (maybe). 

According to an 
agreement reached in 
New York during July 
between delegations from 
Angola, Cuba, and South 
Africa (with the United 
States as mediator), 14 
points regarding Cuban 
withdrawal, Namibian 
independence, the role of 
the United Nations in the· 
area, among others, have · 
been accepted by the 
major players. 

Conspicuously absent 
in the formal agreement 
is any mention of the 
South West Afriea 
People's Organization 
(SWAPO), the terrorist 
organization dedicated to 
seizing power in 
Namibia, or the National 
Union for Total 
Independence of Angola 
(UNITA), a pro-Western 
resistance movement led 
by Jonas Savimbi 
fighting against the 
Marxist Angolan 
government. 

As part of the 
agreement, South 
African troops have 
already started pulling 
out of SWA/Namibia, 
although no timetable 
has been set for the 
withdrawal of Cuban 
troops from Angola. 

We'd like to see a 
peaceful and reasonable 
settlement in the region, 
but we're hedging our 
bets for now. For some 
reason, the old joke 
about the blindfolded 
man walking the plank 
and saying, "So far so 
good" with each step 
keeps coming to mind 
when it comes to 
"peaceful and 
reasonable" settlements 
in southern Africa. 
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BUSTED IN 
BOLIVIA ... 

Take that, scumbag! Roberto Suarez Gomez, 
who's been called the largest cocaine producer in 
the world, was recently busted by 10 Bolivian 
anti-drug police who trekked all night through the 
jungle to nab him at his ranch. Suarez Gomez, 
termed the "godfather" of Bolivia's cocaine trade 
by U.S. authorities, is wanted in the United States 
on drug trafficking charges, but first he faces a 
15-year sentence in a Bolivian slam for the same 
activity. 

In our August issue, we took· Bolivian anti-drug 
authorities to task in "Bum Trip in Bolivia" for 
failing to do much about the heavy-duty cocaine 
pushers in their country. The Suarez Gomez bust 
shows that good cops in Bolivia can do the job - if 
they're given the right kind of backing. 

HONOR 
ROLL ... 

El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund contributors: 
Raymond Fischer - In memory of lOlst Airborne 

lost in Newfoundland, Conservative Caucus of Lower 
Delaware, Chuck Miller, Christopher Marquette, Kevin 
Hutchison, William Smallwood. 

Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund contributors: 
Customers of G.I. Supply #1, Customers of G.I. 

Supply #2. 
Our heartfelt thanks go out to these people and the 

numerous other donors who requested their names not 
be printed. 

FREEDOM, 
INC .... 

No matter how the political 
pendulum swings this month, here's 
an organization that will stay the 
conservative course. Freedom, Inc., 
an international corporation which 
supports anti-communist resistance 
movements around the world, has 
already given substantial backing to 
the RENAMO freedom fighters in 
Mozambique, and is developing a 
package to aid the contras. SOF 
Contributing Editor Robert 
MacKenzie, who has extensive 
experience in Africa and Central 
America, is the executive director of 
Freedom, Inc. and coordinates 
directly with resistance leaders to 
determine the best areas for private 
sector support. 

Heading Freedom, Inc. are its two 
co-chairmen, Sir Harry Schultz and 
Larry Abraham, two highly 
successful investment bankers who, 
as MacKenzie tells us, "Are tired of 
watching the betrayal of the very 
people whom America should be 
supporting.'' 

So are we. For more information 
on Freedom, Inc., contact them at 
18000 Pacific Highway South, Dept. 
SOF, Suite 1115, Seattle, WA 
98188. As SOF has proved in the 

· past, private sector support can 
make a difference. 

FROMD.C. 
WITH LOVE ... 

Looking for an interesting job that 
might help stave off World War III? 
(And we don't mean visualizing 
world peace in your spare time.) 
How about becoming a 
Russian-speaking State Department 
Foreign Service Officer with 
specialized training in the vocabulary 
of risk reduction. 

In what? 
As of 1 April, a new form of 

"hotline" - Nuclear Risk Reduction 
Centers - between Moscow and 
Washington are open, our side of 
the house being manned by the 
above-mentioned FSOs. Every 
couple of hours, they send across 
everything from Russian literature to 
arms control data to their 
counterparts in the Soviet Union, 
just to make sure the line's working. 

We tried to find someone in 
Foggy Bottom who could explain 
exactly what training in the 
vocabulary of risk reduction entailed, 
but after nine phone calls we gave 
up up. 

How about: "Don't shoot, Ivan, 
the wheat's on its way"? °" 
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1 To acquire mail by November 30, 1988. 

The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, PA 19091 
Please enter my order for American 
Majesty, an original work of art in fine 
hand-painted porcelain at the issue 
price of $195 . * 

I need send no money now. I will 
be billed in fi ve monthly installments 
of $39.* each, with the first payment 
due when my sculpture is ready. 

·Pim my state sales ffL1: and 
a total of$3. for shipping a11d /Ja11dli11g. 

SlGNATURE---,,.---------,-,---MR AL.L. OAOERS A'RE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 

MRS 

MISS. ___ -=·'"°'L•'"'"•"'••,-•"'•"''"°"T_,C,,-CE'""'•"°'•L"',,------

STATE, ZIP ___________ _ 

85087 - 231 

The Franklin Mint 



w HERE TO BUY WHAT 
SOF readers frequently write to 

Adventure Quartermaster asking, 
"Where can I buy . . . ?" Whether 
requesting hard-to-find, original-issue 
Rhodesian cammies, an ALICE 
pack, or tactical SWAT boots, their 
concern is the same: Which dealers 
can be trusted for top-quality, 
authentic paramilitary/adventure 
gear? 

Though SOF has earned an 
industry-wide reputation for its 
honest product evaluations, we can't 
test everything. Therefore, we've 
compiled a list of mail-order 
suppliers who over the years have 
proven themselves to be consistently 
reliable purveyors of high-quality 
gear for the professional and 
part-time adventurer. 

Space constraints have forced us 
to keep our list short, so if your 
favorite supplier isn't listed, don't 
interpret it as a slam against that 
particular company. Think of this list 
as a starting point in your search for 
the right equipment, and as a means 
of comparison. These companies' 
catalogues are also a great place to 
track down a Christmas gift for the 
adventurer who has everything. 

ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTE 
Brigade Quartermaster, Dept. 
SOF, 1025 Cobb International 
Boulevard, Kennesaw, GA 30144; 
phone 1-800-228-7344. Likely the 
best-known seller of outdoor action 
gear, Brigade Quartermaster has 
everything you'll need to equip 
yourself for extended outdoor living. 
Great selection of boots, knives, 
compasses and most everything else. 
Brigade also develops its own lines 
of products, such as the excellent 
ASA T camo clothing line. Catalogue 
runs 92 pages and costs $3.00. 

U.S. Cavalry, Dept. SOF, 2855 
Centennial Ave. , Radcliff, KY 
40160-9000; phone 
1-800-626-6171. Similar to other 
larger retailers but also offering 
several exclusive items . .They're one 
of the few places you can buy a 
Ghillie Suit (Adventure 
Quartermaster, SOF July '88). 
140 pages. $3.00. 

Kaufman's West, Dept. SOF, 
1660 Eubank, N.E., Albuquerque, 
NM 87112; phone 1-800-545-0933. 
Recently billing themselves as Safari 
Outfitters, Kaufman's West offers 
many specialty items, particularly 
clothing, not available from its 
competitors. 84 pages. $2.00. 

Quartermaster, Dept. SOF, 750 
Long Beach Blvd., Long Beach, CA 
90813; phone (213) 436-6245. 
Covering the gamut from parade 
and drill accoutrements to paint-ball 
game supplies, Quartermaster also 
offers a comprehensive catalogue of 
military equipment and clothing. 
88 pages. $3.00. 

by Tom Slizewski 
Shomer-Tee, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
2187, Bellingham, WA 98227; 
phone (206) 733-6214. Though not 
offering as extensive a selection as 
other mail-o'rder retailers, 
Shomer-Tee, formerly Akan 
Wholesalers, caters to the more 
specialized law enforcement market. 
Their 64-page catalogue has 
telephone tapping devices, rappeling 
equipment and illuminating 
parachute flares, among many other 
items. $2.00 (refundable with first 
order) . 

Pachmayr, Dept. SOF, 1875 S. 
Mountain Ave., Monrovia, CA 
91016; phone (818)357-7771. The 
self-proclaimed emporium of 
shooting sports, Pachmayr has much 
to offer. Their catalogue is chock full 
of everything the serious hunter 
could want. From boots and clothing 
to gun stocks and how-to books, 
you' ll find it all here. 
52 pages. Free. 

Springfield Armory, Dept. SOF, 
420 West Main St. , Geneseo, IL 
61254; phone (309) 944-5631. 
Springfield Armory sells everything 
from assault rifles to pistols. Their 
catalogue also contains several pages 
of accessories, including gun cases, 
holsters, and bayonets. You'll find 
only shooting related supplies here, 
no clothing. 28 pages. $3.00. 

Cutlery Shoppe, Dept. SOF, 5461 
Kendall St. , Boise, ID 83706; phone 
1-800-231-1272. Never pay retail 
for a knife again. Order it from 
Cutlery Shoppe. They deal 
exclusively in knives and equipment 
pertaining to them. Many national 
brands are offered, as well as 
lesser-known manufacturers. 
Whether you want a Swiss Army 
knife or a Damascus dagger, they've 
got it. 36 pages. $1.00. 

Also worth mentioning is Lancer 
Militaria, Dept. SOF, Box 886, Mt. 
Ida, AR 71957; phone (501) 
867-2232. They sell a wide variety 
of military patches, pins and insignia 
from the U.S. services, as well as 
some from the Soviet, German and 
ARVN military. Their selection of 
current military books is excellent. 
72 pages. $1.00. ~ 
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. ~t SWORD CANE 
'
1 

The Napoleon Bona-. 'f parte Eagle Sword 
·1 Cane in stunning silver 

is one of the most beau-

\ 

tiful sword canes we 
have ever seen. A true 
collector's piece if" 
from handle to I '-t" 
sword tip, the de- 1 
tail of the silver ii., 
Eagle ' s head 

1 
perfectly complements the lus
trous hardwood shaft 
(sheathed) and the tri-foil ~ 
sword (unsheathed) . The 
sword is made of high-carbon 
steel; the shaft of finely turned 
beechwood. Overall length t{' 
36"; sword length from handle to tip, 
32". Internal pin-in-channel mecha
nism locks/unlocks the sword. Made 
in France by that country 's premier 
cane maker, and an absolute steal at 
$148.00 postpaid. 

JUNGLE BOOTS 

Viet 
Nam 

An unbelievable value in the most popular boot 
going. Top quality leather with clea1ed rubber 
soles vulcanized to lea1her & canvas upper. 
Leather inners, nylon web on sides and lop. Steel 
shank in sole for positive reinforcement. Colors 
Olive Drab or black. sizes 8 1hru 12 Wide only. 
$24.00 + $2.50 shipping. 

PHONE RECORDER 

i 
• 

I 

Now you can scramble your 
voice before transmitting it 
over public telephone lines! 

The SCRAMBLER 1 system (two 
units) is a low cost, yet super sophisti
cated, voice scrambler that gets the job 
done. Be certain your confidential- and 
personal - phone conversations stay 
that way: the SCRAMBLER 1 scram
bler/descrambler prevents others from 
listening in by rendering normal phone 
conversation totally unintelligible. 
Here's how it works: Should someone 
eavesdrop, bug or tap your line, with the 
SCRAMBLER 1 system "on", all 
they'll hear is unintelligible noise. But 
the person you're talking to on the other 
end, with his SCRAMBLER 1 turned 
"on", hears your voice clear as a bell. 
The result is VOICE SCRAMBLING 
PRIVACY PROTECTION in a small 
(5" x 3" x l "),portable and low cost 
system. Compare other scramblers for 
$500 and even $1,000.00 - then order 
two SCRAMBLER 1 units for the rea
sonable price of $279.00 postpaid, with 
each additional unit $125.00 postpaid. 

. SCRAMBLER 1 is American made, 
complies with FCC rules and is simply 
a must for anyone discussing sensitive 
topics on the telephone. We highly rec
ommend it - order TODAY! 

HIDING BOOK 

With Our 

HIDING 
BOOK 

s2400 

$7.00 Each 

New to the United States, CS-38 Po
lice Size unit packs a potent punch of 
CS tear gas. Its powerful blasts pro
vide professional strength to neutral
ize attackers. The raw material for 
CS-38 is manufactured in Israel, then 
filled in France by SNPE, the state
owned manufacturer of gun powder, 
explosives, solid rocket fuel and tear 
gas devices for the French and for
eign armed forces. Now you, too, can 
have this super effective CS tear gas 
device. Police Size contains a wal
loping 113-grams, which is more 
than most large size models. And · 
here's the best part: Dutchman buy
ing power brings CS-38 to you at the 
special price of $7 .00 for one, and 
SA VE when you order six for $30.00 
($5.00 each). Order CS-38 today, we 
pay shipping . 

BOMBER JACKET 
WWII 
BOMBER 
JACKET 

$63 POSTPAID 

50,000 VOLTS! 
The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun 

can protect you from attackers. 

STUN GUN will instantly "scramble" attacker's 
nervous system causing immediate 
{temporary) paralysis! By simply touching 
your attacker anywhere, he will drop helpless 
even through many layers of clothing. STUN 
GUN is not lethal and is safe to user. Cannot 
transmit shock back to you. Requires a 9 volt 
nicad battery and charger $16.00. The Nova 
is sold with a leather holster for $63.00 
postpaid. This is the authentic American 
made product. Put 50,000 volts in the palm 
of your hand, order today. 

BUG BOX 
You Need-The' 
BUG BOX 
For Telephone 1 
Privacy i 
Assure complete telephone privacy with 
this telephone tap detector. It's the only 
device of its kind that prevents same-line 
eavesdropping PLUS notifies you of 
unauthorized intrusion onto your line. While 
most tap-detectors must screw into your 
phone's mouthpiece, the BUG BOX is totally 
independent: plug your modular phone into 
tiny (3" x 2" x 1"} BUG BOX, then plug BUG 
BOX into the wall jack. Now you've got 
TITTAL privacy - BUG BOX's red indicator 
light lets you know if someone is 
eavesdropping ANO if someone has 
intentionally {or unintentionally} tapped 
your lines inside or outside the house. 
BONUS: Attach BUG BOX to every phone 
in your house, then you, AND ONLY YOU, 
can access the phone. BUG BOX not only 
tells you if someone else is on the line, it 
KEEPS THEM OFF with its Privacy Shut-out 

. Circuit. THEY CAN'T LISTEN IN EVEN IF 
THEY WANTED TO! Buy one BUG BOX and 
use its red indicator light to tell you if 
someone else has come "on line"; buy as 
many BUG BOX's as you have phones, and 
have it both ways - total Privacy Shut-out 
plus visible red light indicators. NO ITTHER 
TAP DETECTOR HAS BOTH TH ESE 
FEATU RES! Order BUG BOX for $48.00 
postpaid, and each additional unit for 
$30.00 each. 

- -:- 'CHARGE CAAD 'ORDERS I 
·:·• . Toll Free 8~;821-5157 I 
'i'): _ lnMissourf 816'221-3581.'.I 

I hip UPS l'1S< . ..... , • 
, RI ease provide street addt&ss ~. 

'I . I 
I check or money order to the I 

ess below. "' " I 
For just s46.oo because it's made of The Dutchman wJ 
all THE RIGHT STUFF. The classic , Dept. 1 1 8 8 r1· 
WWII Bomber Jacket for the . 
Aviator/Racer look. Made of Dura- . P.O. Box 12548 .. I 
Hide, a man-made leather that defies I ', Ov·~·.· rland ,!'a~k, ~.·.•,.~··· 66212 f•tl 
you to tell it from the real thing. . -

Electronic marvel tapes phone calls This is your chance to pick up the hottest look today I. ITEM ,. · PRICE I 
automatically. A "no hands" control One of the s lickest places to secrete money at a very reasonable price. Check out these features: I t ~ I 
for connecting cassette recorder to a has always been in a book. Think of how heavy duty Brass zippers: horizontal (zippered) and · 
telephone line, simply connect one many books a thief would have to look vertical front pockets: zippered left sleeve utility I+ . 'I 
cord to cassette recorder & the other through: Anp now you can h1'de larger vp~~khettp: hleeavyolladustytykl.nshit ecpuaffsleattned waistbhandh: h~avy I I 

~-. 1 c r: 1 u son eac s ouuer: •:· TITTAL _.·· .. I 
cord into ANY modular jack in the things . . . like a gun , or a box of jewelry. . inside storm flap for wind resistance: 100% nylon I ,, 
house. Set recorder for "record" & many things. And you can carry your hidden lining: 8-ounces polyester body fill for warmth that "~ -1 whenever a receiver is lifted on any object with you in one of these "Hiding doesn't weigh you down . This is a jacket taking' 
Phone on the premises, the recorder America by Storm . . . don't miss out. Order yours I' · I 

.
11 

_ Books." Full size book, random titles used , today for just $46.00 plus $3.00 shipping. Specify · · 
wi automatically record. When the handmade, and velvet lined in red . Brand XS (30-32). s (34-36), M (38-40), L'(42-44J, XL (46) % · I 
receiver is hung-up, the recorder new books. With cover closed you can't tell and XXL (48-50) and be sure to tell us BLACK or I I 
automatically stops. Just $22.50 from any other book. The space inside is BROWN. 
postpaid and that includes a FREE I I 

._du..._l_ex_ad.-a~to.-r.,._O.....,rd.e.,r .. #_T.A-..-l;;;3;;;5.o7-.._s_x_a_i_nc_h_e_s._T_h_is-is_a _to_p_qu_a_li-ty_i_te_m_ . ....; ______________ ~·------.!_,~-2"'.J 
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The fastest-firing, most effective 
combat pistol in the world now 
comes in .380 caliber. 

HK P7 pistols can be drawn, cocked, and fired accurately faster 
than any other pistol. The unique cocking lever allows you to carry 
the P7 safely with a round in the chamber, yet it is instantly ready to 
foe with only the natural tightening of your fingers around the grip. 
That means time saved when you have to use your pistol. And time 
saved could mean lives saved. 

Now the P7 is made in a 
potent .380 caliber -- the P7K3. 
A sealed hydraulic buffer gives 
the P7K3 less felt recoil than any 
other handgun in its class. And 
the P7K3 can easily be converted 
to fire .22LR ammunition with an 
accessory kit . 

Like all P7 pistols, the P7K3 uses a fixed, polygonal barrel, 
a prerequisite for accuracy in pistols. 

16 SOLDIER OF FORTUNll 

The P7K3 has a constant uniform trigger pull on all rounds 
fired. No heavy first-shot trigger pull like a double-action pistol. 
No change in trigger pull between your critical first and second 
shots. And the simple three-dot sighting system makes aiming 
almost instinctive. All this means real, practical accuracy. 
Accuracy that could really count. 

At Heckler & Koch, form follows function. HK pistols are 
designed to meet the operational requirements of demanding 
users, not the cosmetic expectations of traditionalists. The 
choice is clear. You can use an ordinary handgun. Or you can 
own the most uncompromising pistol in the world. The P7K3. 

Available only at your Authorized HK Dealer 
For the location nearest you call (703) 631-2800 
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You have two seconds to decide if this man 
is your friend or the enemy. 

Introducing the award-winning videocassette 
series, "Vietnam: A Television History." 
Villager or guerilla? Ally or enemy? In Vietnam, you 

had to dedde in less time than it takes to pull the pin on 
a grenade. 
This was America's most complex war. And now you 

can experience it firsthand, with the new videocassette 
series, " Vietnam: A Television History." 
This critically-acclaimed series gives you a bold and 

balanced look at one of the hardest chapters in 
American history. Through wartime footage and 
gripping interviews, you'll see what Vietnam was really 
like- for those who engineered the war, those who 
fought it and those who were caught in its crossfire. 
Vietnamese civilians tell you about family members 

wrenched from their homes by the Vietcong. American 
G.I.s recall an enemy indistinguishable from the 

foliage. You'll see underground tunnels, 
soldiers sinking in the 

soNY. mud, Vietnamese 
children in the uniform 
of the guerilla. It all 

forms a living history of the war, from the early days 
to the fall of Saigon. 
Start with Tet, 1968. Twenty years ago, on the . 

Vietnamese holiday, "Tet," the communists stunned 
South Vietnam with a lightning surprise attack. Saigon 
was staggered, house-by-house fighting raged at Hue, 
and exhausted U.S. Marines defended Khe Sahn. This 
was the turning point of the war- and you can see it all, 
in Tet, 1968. 

This first cassette is yours for the special introductory 
price of just $9.95 plus shipping. and handling. (Send 
no money-we'll bill you later.) Then once a month, 
you '11 receive a new cassette, with titles like America 
Takes Charge, LBJ Goes To ffizr, and The End of the 
Tunnel. Each future 60-minute VHS cassette costs just 
$19.95 plus shipping and handling. Keep only the 
cassettes you want. Cancel anytime. 

"Vietnam: A Television History" won six Emmy 
awards for its close-up, unbiased look at America's 
most controversial war. So send in the coupon below. 
And start experiencing Vietnam more vividly and 
accurately than you ever could before. 
Q 1988 TIME-LIFE. All rights reserved. TIME-LIFE is a tradcmarlc. ofllme Jncorporattd U.S.A. Printed in U.S.A. 

,---------------------
! Start with Tel, 1968 for just s9.95. 
I YES, I want to experience Vietnam. Enter my subscription to "Vietnam: 
I A Television History" under the terms described in this ad. Please send me 
I my first (VHS only) videocassette, Tet , 1968, at the low introductory price 

I 
of just $9.95 (plus shipping and handling), and bill me later. Also rush me 
my free Vietnam Military Map. VHBAD8 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Address ______________ Apt. ___ '--------__J 

City _______ State ___ Zip ___ MILITARY MAP 
TIME This full-color23'h " X!73/4" 

Please send coupon to: 
TIME-LIFE 1450 E . Parham Road 
Richmond, Virginia 23280-9985 

Military Map gives you a 

1
1
1

111 Ill strategic view of Vietnam's 
.. II .. key banlegrounds. And it's 

yours free with Tet , 1968. 



J T was in the spring during the last 
few months of World War II that I set
tled into the cockpit of a military trans
port C-54, better known as a Douglas 
DC-4, at Reyjavik, Iceland. The war 
was beginning to wind down. We were 
winning on all fronts and it was quite 
obvious that it was just a matter of time. 

Just before leaving the operations 
office with clearance papers to return 
to the United States through New
foundland to New York, the opera
tions officer told me that a flight some 
six hours ahead of us was unreported. 
The flight had made a position report 
halfway to Greenland, did not report at 
Prince Christian on the extreme south
ern tip of Greenland, and was now over
due in Stephanville, Newfoundland. 

"Would you," the operations officer 
asked, "fly low on the route and look 
for signs of wreckage, life rafts, debris 
or anything that would indicate that 
something has taken the plane into the 
ocean?" 

Of course I agreed, and at the same 
time learned that the captain was an 
old TWA captain who, like myself, had 
volunteered his services to Air Trans
port Command (ATC) at a time when 
it was in desperate need for pilots ex
perienced in long-range flying, weath
er flying and celestial navigation. 

"Do you have any ideas?" my co
pilot asked as we ran through the 
checklist. He had overheard the opera
tions officer. 

I shook my head. I had been flying 
trans-Atlantic for over three years with 
ATC. In wartime, flying overseas, any
where, there was always a danger. If it 
wasn't weather, icy conditions, strong 
head winds or a fuel shortage com
bined with a heavy load, it could be 
antiaircraft fire from a submarine, sur
face raider, or who knows what. 

I had seen it all. I knew how it felt to 
have three submarines open up on me 
in the dead of night and have the sky 
suddenly come alive with fire. The 
memory of how it felt to have shrapnel 
rip through my airplane was still vivid. 

That TWA pilot had run into some
thing, and from the weather map I had 
just seen, it wasn't weather. There was 
a little instrument flying in the vicinity 
of Greenland, but that was normal. 

If he was overdue, it didn't mean he 
had strayed. It meant that he had run 
into something unexpected and would 
probably never show up. And it was 
my problem now to figure out what 
had happened to him and make sure it 
did not happen to me. 

"Could that TWA pilot have had a 
fire?" my copilot, Ed Meeks, asked, 
knowing the direction of my thoughts. 

"I don't think so," I replied. "If he 
had something like that, the radio 
operator would have gotten off a mes
sage of some kind." 
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I WAS THERE 
by Wayne Allison 

Prehistoric Sub 
"You know, Ed," I explained, "If he 

had just a few seconds he would have 
gotten out an SOS - fire message. 
That would have told us something." 

We completed the cockpit checklist, 
listened to the engineer, Johnny Kin
ney, give us the fuel and passenger 
load and heard the cabin attendant, an 
enlisted man, on the interphone tell us 
that the 20 passengers were aboard, 
the steps away and the door shut and 
locked. All so humdrum as to be bor
ing, but it was necessary. 

Soon we had the four engines going 
and were taxiing toward the runway. 
Turning sideways to the runway so we 
could see if any planes were coming in, 
we ran up and tested the engines. Then 
the takeoff clearance came and we 
went lumbering down that long path 
with all horses stretching and pulling. 

Finally I saw it, just 
ahead and a little to 
the left; a long sub 

lying in a small 
sheltered cove with 

a walkway to the 
shore. 

At the quarter-mile marker the 
lumbering was much lighter. At the 
half-mile mark the wheels were rolling, 
but we could not feel them very much. 
Then a little further and we were float
ing - airborne. 

At 1,000 feet we leveled out. Ed 
checked out with the control tower and 
it was Newfoundland, next stop. My 
navigator, Henry Bowers, looked at 
me, questioning from his seat behind 
the copilot. 

"You set the flight plan up for 8,000 
feet, " he reminded me. 

"Yes," I replied, "I know, Henry, but 
we had a last-minute change at the re
quest of the operations officer. We are 
going to cruise at 1,000 feet and look 
for signs of the airplane ahead of us. " 

"Boys," I spoke loudly to all four of 
them, "I want all eyes ahead of us 
looking at the water for some trace of 
that airplane. But don't forget to watch 

for a sub lying on top of the water. We 
would be a clay pigeon at 1, 000 feet so 
we have to see him first to dodge him. 
That water is pretty choppy and his 
shooting will not be very good. So if we 
see one ahead we will just veer off and 
go around him." 

All heads were suddenly up and 
their eyes searching when they realized 
that I was telling them that we were 
playing clay pigeon. 

Over two hours went by with noth
ing but whitecaps to watch. I turned an 
automatic direction finder (ADF) to 
Prince Christian. The needle indicator 
swung as the identification signal of 
Prince Christian came in loud and 
clear. It was pointing a little to the right 
of dead ahead. I studied it a moment. 

"Henry," I leaned back and spoke 
toward the back. "I thought you said 
we were north of the course." 

Henry jumped out of his seat and 
leaned toward me. "We are," he in
sisted. "With the double drift I also 
took a sun-line shot and we are about 
10 miles north." 

Everyone spent a couple of minutes 
watching the quivering needle of the 
3-inch dial located in the roof just 
above the windshield. Then I pointed 
at the dial. 

"That needle says we are south of 
the course from the way it is quivering 
and pointing to the right of dead 
ahead," I insisted. Henry looked very 
puzzled. 

Dan Harding, my radio operator sit
ting directly behind me, came to life. 

"Say," he exclaimed. "Cut all your 
circuits off that other ADF and let me 
have it on remote control." 

We complied, then spent several 
minutes alternating our eyes from the 
whitecaps to the ADF dial with its two 
needles, one red, the other green. The 
green was steadily insisting that the 
correct course of Prince Christian was 
10 degrees to our right. 

Then the red needle came alive from 
Dan's turning on remote control and 
swung around to point steadily to the 
left of our course, indicating that the 
right course to Prince Christian was 10 
degrees to our left. Both needles were 
quivering and twitching in reaction to 
the Prince Christian identification sig
nal, but were in dispute as to the exact 
course to Prince Christian. 
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"Listen to this," Dan held his head
set to put one of his earphones to my 
left ear and told me to keep my right 
earphone on my right ear. 

"What do you hear?" he ques
tioned. I sat a minute with one ear
phone on the red ADF and the other 
on the green ADF. Unmistakeably the 
signal of Prince Christian came in iden
tical on both sets. But one said to go left 
and the other said to go right. Both 
were in sensitive tune. 

"We have two Prince Christians!" 
"Exactly," Dan was excited and 

showed it. "One is a re-broadcast of 
the other and three kilocycles apart. It 
is likely the rriore powerful one." 

"It's crazy!" Dan shook his head in 
disbelief. 

I nodded slowly, studying both in
dicators and listening to both sets. 
Then a thought hit me, causing me to 
smile with its logic. 

"Prince Christian is on the extreme 
southern tip of Greenland," I re
minded everyone, "So it has to be the 
one pointing to the left. Henry is right 
about us being to the right of the 
course. Let's go to the other Prince 
Christian and see what we find." 

Flying at 1,000 feet, we crawled 
under a cloud deck that dropped to the 
west. I studied it a little and moved the 
prop controls to climbing rpm and 
added throttle. At the same time I 
headed the plane more to the right 
until the needle of the green ADF was 
on zero, that is, dead ahead. 

"Are we going to another altitude?" 
Ed looked at me with a penetrating 
gaze. 

"You're damned right!" I replied 
grimly. "We're not sub hunting now. 
We're hunting a broadcast station, and 
it could be anything from a sub to a 
pocket battleship. I don't want any big, 
unexpected surprises. That east side of 
Greenland could easily hide a German 
battleship. 

I increased the angle of climb and 
asked Henry for an estimate of dis
tance to the east Greenland shore. 

The cloud deck increased and we 
were soon in it, rocking a little and 
getting an occasional break, but seeing 
only whitecaps. So far, so good. I be
gan to breathe a little easier as we 
climbed up to 8,000 feet - but I 
wanted more. 

At 12,000 we were up · out of the 
clouds and suddenly we could see the 
coast of Greenland ahead. The green 
ADF was giving indications of being 
close to the station and I could hear the 
station identification with the volume 
control turned all the way down. It was 
really booming in and I knew a lot of 
power was in the transmission. That's 
why we picked it up before the real 
Prince Christian. 

I leaned forward to look over the 
nose and there were three other heads 
in the windshield. Finally I saw it, just 
ahead and a little to the left; a long sub 
lying in a small sheltered cove with a 
walkway to the shore. 
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The sub almost filled the inlet. Sheer 
granite walls rose on three sides of the 
cove with a permanent cap of snow 
and ice between the knife-like ridges. 

I gave the controls to Ed and 
cautioned him to keep it on a straight 
course ahead, no turning, nothing to 
indicate we had seen the sub. Then I 
allowed each crew member to lean 
past me and take a good look at the 
"enemy." I felt sure he would not open 
up on us at this altitude and reveal his 
location. 

Arctic twilight made the ice, snow 
and granite mountains look eerie. We 
were at 13,000 feet and I estimated 
the top of the ridge to be 12,000. A 
pilot on instruments would only have 
to be a little lower to bump into some
thing real hard. 

The east coast of Greenland is the 
graveyard for all weather that crosses 
the United States, Canada and Alas
ka. It all rolls over to Greenland where 
each storm hangs, slips over, settles 
down sometimes to sea level, waivers 
and dies. Sometimes a storm would lie 
there and take a couple of days to die. 

I could visualize the sub crew lying 
there, in instrument weather, with 
sensitive listening devices, escorting 
any westbound flight over them until it 
slammed into the towering cliffs. I won
dered if they had chalked up the TWA 
plane ahead of me, for I was sure that 
he had pretty solid instrument weather 
at the time. 

"Do you want to send any kind of 
message?" Dan leaned forward and 
spoke in my ear. 

"Not a cheep!" I ordered. "Com
plete radio silence. If we are called, do 
not answer. We will give it to Bluie 
West One on the little control tower 
transmitter by voice as we go by." I 
knew that little transmitter would not 
go out much further than 10 miles. 

Bluie West One was an airport base 
we had established on the west side of 
Greenland, some 40 miles up a long 
fjord that went by the base on an 
easterly direction. A short distance east 
of the base the fjord ended in huge 
glaciers off granite walls. A long run
way ran east/west with the fjord, with 
such a grade that you had to land east 
and take off westward, regardless of 
the wind. It had been literally carved 
out of the granite with room for build
ings between the runway and the 
mountain, which rose to nearly 9,000 
feet south of the runway. 

A long row of Quonset huts and 
hangars were squeezed in between the 
runway and the mountain. Here the 
wind, during a bad storm, could reach 
80 to 100 miles per hour. Heavy rope 
railing led from one building to another 
and was installed to assist in going be
tween buildings. 

The base had been established as a 
service stop for transit and short-range 

NO~EMBER 88 



aircraft going to the war zone. On a 
stop there while flying a local run in the 
Arctic a year back, I had picked up a 
soldier returning to the States for reas
signment. He classified a tour at Bluie 
West One as: "Like serving time at 
Alcatraz - but the salmon fishing is out 
of this world." 

With the high granite ridges of 
Greenland behind us, we began de
scending and turned southward to
ward Bluie West One. Twilight was 
deepening, but we could still see sever
al miles, especially westward with the 
western light reflecting off the Davis 
Strait. Ed was flying and I picked up the 
microphone when we saw the sub
dued lights of the base. 

"Right 84 calling Bluie West One 
control tower." 

The tower came right back, sur
prised at night traffic, to give me land
ing instructions. 

"We are just passing, not landing," I 
replied. '' Is the operations officer avail
able?" 

" It will take a little while," the reply 
came back. "Can we be of assist
ance?" 

' 'No,'' I replied. ''Get the operations 
officer. This is an emergency. " 

That started things moving. We 
made a slow tum over the fjord. But 
little time elapsed before the opera
tions officer called. 

"Major Westmark to flight 84." The 
tower came on the air in just a few 
minutes. "I understand you have an 
emergency." 

"Major Westmark, this is Captain 
Allison speaking. We had an emergen
cy," I smiled to my crew, "but now I 
am giving it to you. It is an emergency 
mission you might enjoy." 

Then I proceeded to tell him about 
the sub, its exact location by longitude 
and latitude and the re-broadcast of 
the Prince Christian range. 

"You can home on his broadcast 
and go right to him, probably from the 
east side of Greenland," I finished. 

"Great! " he responded. "We are 
delighted! And we will take formal call
ing cards. " We could hear him chuckle 
with glee. 

Then, as an afterthought, he asked, 
"Are you going to report this on the air • 
or at Newfoundland?" Both he and I 
knew that if it was reported on the air, 
the Corps area commanding general at 
Presque Isle, Maine, would im
mediately take charge on the basis that 
it was a tactical mission. 

"Negative," I replied, "He's all your 
baby. Treat him well." 

"The CO, Colonel Jackson, is at my 
elbow," Major Westmark came right 
back, "He sends his appreciation of 
the emergency mission and thanks." 

"Just give me a blow by blow report 

Continued on page 79 
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size !or proper Iii) 
Long leng1h (!or per
son over 6 h tall) 
Choose: Olive Orab 
(00) Green or Wood
land Camouflage 
(Also B~ck or Tan 
Commerc~I Mtt. to GI 
Specs. · Reg . leng1h 
Only) llt• #C-476 
Reg length $57.50 
long Length $63.95 
Extra Large/ 

long $85.95 

~ lhes~n~s~~ ~~!~ig~lde~fy~~~e~01f~~~1~~neadn~~e~ew~~~ f~;~e~a~~~'; 
g size as your field jacket. Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL II•• #c-475 $19.95/ea. 

cp -------------------~ 
... D Ranger Combat Cap-Woodla~d <:::::>-
111 Camouflage-1a1es1 Army issue. 
Ill This winlerM!rghl cap features lined !laps wh ich 
II: can fold out to keep your ears warm and tuck into ~ 
II. the hat when the 1Wather's balmy. Srzes run small. 
..I Al101V11!1blelnOllveDrab(OD)Green. ll1• #~ 
..I Srzes. 7. 7-114. 7-112. 7·314 ... $8.50 /each. ~ e 
II: 
Ill 
D 
II: 
0 

D Drill Instructor/Smokey the 

Masks are lightweighl non·ilch: non-allergic: 100% 
stretch acry lic woven in a bulky knit. Maximum pro· 
tection !ram wind and cold. 

0 Kilt Fm M11k 
3 holes !or maximum proleclion. 
CIMll: 

• 1!1ck tr OllH Drib (0 0) 
6r111. . . . . . . ITEI #H-390 ........ $5.95/ml . 

• C.•1111111 (Rimm II b~1it 1r1111) .... . ITEI #H-390 
................ $6.95/ml. 

0 l1ll1clan IDu H1l1) Fm M11k 
One hole accommodates eyeglasses or olher equipment. 
llack. . . . ITEI #H-395 ........ . S5.95/ml. 

CAMOUFLAGE 

Bear Hat-Formally called the campaign Hat . 
!his is a really fine quahty pressed felt r:eadp1ece 
A hat with character No one who 'M!ars 1t 
escapes a persona li ty change An uncon- ·-. 
trollable urge to shout orders or heap abuses . · 
pursue flamers or wri te traffic tickets Let your lrue 
or w1sttul se lf be heard Commercially manufactured ltt• #H-300 
to exacting specs. Sizes 6·718 to 7.314 $23.95/each. 
D Genuine Leather Chin Strap II•• #H-305 $2.95/each . 
D Acorn Hal Cord (as shown) II•• #H-310 $8.95/each. 
(Specify color silver. gold metalhc. black/gold . metal llc. yellow. red or 
light blue) 

Commando Camouflage 

Headnet - Spandoflage 

IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 
SHIPPING COSTS 
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Expandable camoullage mesh lils 
comlortably on any size head Coo! m 
summer . warm m winier . !his revolutionary ...,..,.,,-., ""°"°' 
new mesh malenal can be 
cut (but will nol unravel) to form eye-holes "I''~~~ 
for the comfort ot eyeglass wearers . '1 
Choose: Wood~nd Camoultage, 
Oesert Camoultage or 
Solid B~ck .ltt• #Q-275 

$5.95/each. 

~ 
t.ary specs Made expressly !or us by the prime M 

govern men! contractor Al so availat>Je C') 
Othc1at headgear lor • 
D Green #H-425 0 
D Maroon #H-430 iii 
0 Black #H-435 'If 

Sse~~6 718 ~~;~40 .,, 0 (Not sure ol head size? Tell us how many inches around your head where O 
you wear your hat. We'll send the ngh1 one ). $14.95/each. cp 

D Angle Head Flashlite

Th is 1s the heavy duty rtt?f¢1iit¢1xu1 
plastic flashlight issued to all military uni ts 
The flashlight is waterproof . non·glare and features 4 
different lenses wh ich can be eas ily installed or 
removed It can clip onto the belt or suspender !or 
hand s lree operation . operates on 2 standard D cell 
baMenes and comes complete with a spare bulb 
Brand new. sold 1n the GI box 
Choose: 

... 
Ill 
Ill 
a: ... ... ... e 
a: 
Ill 
D 

Olive Drab (00) green or black ltt• #R-165 $6.95/each. ~ 

• Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (A Kaulman·s Ex· 
elusive) 2 GI stainless steel tags specially treated to be non-glare flat 
black plus 2 black (4 · and 24 ')ball chains . #X-675 $6.00/set. 
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FREE REPLACEMENT GUARANTEE 
- for as Long as You Own Your Gun Available for Browning Hi-Power 

(H-BHP), Colt Gov't .45 (H-CGM), 
S&W " K" Frame 4" Bbl (H-SWK), or 
S&W ''!:' Frame 4" Bbl (H-SWLJ 

and Just $14.95 Suggested Retail! 

CONTOUR-FIT™ Holsters 
Pachmayr's handsome new 
CONTOUR-FIT™ Holsters are 
made from a special molded 
synthetic that's impeNious to 
harmful acids, alkalis, ozone, and 
ultraviolet. Our CONTOUR-FITs 
are more than a match for 
moisture, sweat and mildew; and 
they can hold their own against 
solvents and lubricating oils. 
From the Arctic to a 
Death Valley Car Trunk 
A CONTOUR-FIT™ remains fully 
seNice-worthy when exposed to 
temperatures from -80°F to 
+ 275°F, long after nylon or leather 
turn to scrap. There's no stitching 
to unravel, no seams to come 
apart, nothing to tear or break. 
Absolutely the Right Fit 
The Pachmayr CONTOUR-FIT™ is 
molded to fit your gun's contours 
- no sloppy "generic" fits. Your 

sights stay true thanks to a 
molded-in sight channel. There's 
a positive-release thumb break 
safety strap so you can sa fely carry 
"cocked and locked"; and the 
CONTOUR-FIT'S slim profile hugs 
your body 
Pamper Your Gun's Finish 
Cordura® and other tough nylons 
can act like sandpaper and wear 
out your gun's finish - as well as 
your pants leg. But Pachmayr 
CONTOUR-FIT™ Holsters leave 
your trousers alone and pamper 
your gun's blue, teflon, satin 

nickel, or chrome finish - and 
will outlast conditions that make 
the nylon wonders holler Uncle! 
Free Replacement Guarantee 
We have a simple guarantee: 
IF ANYTHING GOES WRONG 
WITH YOUR PACH MAYR® 
CONTOUR-FIT™ HOLSTER, WE 
WILL REPLACE IT FREE OF 
CHARGE FOR AS LONG AS YOU 
OWN YOUR GUN! 

See your shooting sports 
retailer today; if he's out 
of stock. call us direct! 

® 
The Professional's Choice! 

1875 S. Mountain Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016 0 (818) 357-7771 



PLEIKU: The Dawn of Helicopter 
Warfare. By J.D. Coleman. St. Mar
tin's Press, Dept. SOF, 175 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, NY 10010. 
1988. 315 pages. Hardcover. Black 
& white photos. $19.95. Review by 
John Coleman. 

''A N army consists of individuals, 
organizations, and equipment. Sel
dom in the long history of armies 
have these three ingredients been so 
ingeniously intermixed as they were 
in the creation of the first air assault 
division." 

So begins General E.C. Meyer's 
foreword to this book. I'd add: Seldom 
in the long history of military writing 
has an author been able to take those 
three ingredients, breathe the spark of 
life into them, and produce a historical 
reference guaranteed to captivate any 
audience. 

And that's what author J.D. Cole
man has done with Pleiku, a rare breed 
of factual book that reads better than 
most fiction . 

The concept of airmobility is accept
ed doctrine now, but in its Korean in
fancy the idea of airlifting masses of 
men and equipment by helicopter was 
really no more than than an interesting 
- if somewhat fanciful - idea on the 
drawing board. 

It wasn't until 1962 and the creation 
of the U.S. Army Tactical Mobility Re
quirements Board that the concept of 
an airmobile division became a reality, 
although fruition of that reality didn' t 
come until three years later when the 
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) be
came the first Army division deployed 
to Vietnam. 

And it was there, in the central high
lands around Pleiku, that this fledgling 
division - in what now seems an 
almost foreordained scenario - en-

THE DICTIONARY OF ESPIO
NAGE. By Henry S.A. Becket. SOF 
Exchange, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, 
CO 80306. 1986. Hardcover. 203 
pages. $17.95 plus $1.75 postage 
and handling. Review by Derry 
Gallagher. 

EVERY profession or trade has its 
own jargon - inside terms and 
phrases used with that particular activ
ity. To insiders, these terms and 
phrases have a very specific meaning 
which cannot be misinterpreted. As 
jargon begins to find its way into print 
or conversation, it is seldom defined. 
The reader or listener is left to define 
the jargon on his own, based on his 
personal experience, perspective, and 
the context in which the jargon is used. 
Oftentimes the true or intended mean-
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IN REVIEW 

Command group of the 2nd 
Battalion, 5th Cavalry of the 1st 
Cavalry Division (Airmobile) takes 
cover from sniper five near Binh Khe 
on 28 October 1965. Airmobility as 
a workable concept was put to 
severe test when the Cav - the first 
American Army division deployed to 
Vietnam - locked horns with 
regular North Vietnamese Army 
units from 23 October-26 November 
1965. Photo: DoD 

countered regular North Vietnamese 
Army forces, engaged them for more 
than a month, and walked away with a 

ing is lost in the translation. The Dic
tionary of Espionage provides the un
initiated with a guide to the meanings 
of these unusual and arcane words, 
terms and phrases. 

The author and I share the same 
alma mater, Fort Holibird's school for 
spies, fondly referred to as the " lie, 
cheat and steal school." Our textbook 
was classified, we never had home
work, and we were immediately im
mersed in "spook speak" - the jargon 
of spies and spymasters such as live 
drops, dead drops, terminations, 
SICRS, !Rs, DSClDS, NSCIDs, case 
officers, CAS, agents, addresses, safe 
houses and all the rest. We also 
learned something that Ian Fleming 
didn' t teach us: The intelligence com
munity cannot survive without paper. 
Every activity generates voluminous 

Presidential Unit Citation that proved 
the viability of airmobility and the cour
age of the Cav troopers. 

As General Meyer says in his fore
word, this book could have read as dry 
as an Army field manual. But it 
doesn't. Coleman, the Cav's official 
historian who also participated in the 
Pleiku campaign, has weaved a re
markable tale of the trials and tribula
tions of putting a division in the sky, 
and brought it to life by concentrating 
on the human dimension - the Sky
troopers who made it work. 

reports, all written in "spook speak." 
The author has excellent credentials 

for this project. Henry S.A. Becket is a 
nom de plume for wordsmith Joe 
Goulden, a contributor to SOF and 
author of numerous books under his 
own name. His training and service in 
the intelligence community, as well as 
years spent as a Washington, D.C.
based writer and reporter have given 
him wide exposure to the unique lan
guage of the intelligence services. 

Aside from serving as an essential 
primer for anyone trying to follow re
cent congressional hearings and inde
pendent counsel witch hunts, The Dic
tionary of Espionage is both a good 
read and an excellent reference for 
anyone interested in the real world of 
intelligence and/or the fictional world 
of spys. ~ 
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DOES YOUR 
GUN COLLECTION 

STOP AT THE 
20TH CENTURY? 

GLOCK 17, 
9mm semi-automatic pistol. 
Catalog No. 17001 

I l 
\..._ ) 

\.. ___ J 

GLOCK 19 Compact 
9mm semi-automatic pisto l. 
Catalog No. 19001 

II you don't own one of these, 
ii probably does. 

The GLOCK is the vanguard of a whole new era in 
handgun manufacturing and design. An era which is 
destined to reach well into the 21st century, but is avail
able to you now. 
Space Age Polymers 
What makes the GLOCK unique among the field of 
9mm semi-automatic pistols is the use of lightweight, 
high strength polymers in its frame and magazine. This 
space age polymer technology not only makes 
the GLOCK an extremely comfortable and dur
able pistol, but also a very affordable one. 
NATO Adopted 
Developed for the Austrian military, and 
adopted by NATO, the GLOCK has proven 
itse lf on both sides of the Atlantic to be a tough 

and reliable semi-automatic.Tested in mud, rain , sand, 
ice and heat, it performed flawlessly-continuously fi ring 
10,000 rounds or more without a problem. 
More of What You Want 
From its simple takedown to its remarkable accuracy, a ll 
GLOCK models offer you more in the way of easy han
dling than any other pistols in history. And more in the way 
of capacity, too. Because fully loaded, the GLOCK 17 

will hold up to twenty rounds. And the G LOCK 
19 Compact has the capacity for eighteen. 
Get Ready Now 
Be the first on your block to own a GLOCK, and 
get a jump on next century's technology. For a 
full color brochure, see your nearest G LOCK 
dealer, or write or call GLOCK, Inc. today. 

GLOC~ INC. 
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P.O. Box 369 • Smyrna, Georgia 30081 
(404) 432-1202 

NATO Stock No.: l 005-25-133-6775 
Telex: 543353 Glock Atl UD 

Fax: (404) 433-8719 
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One success after·another ... after another; .. after another. · 

M. ost fi rearms enthusiasts.know that Springfield M mory 
is the oldest name in Americanjiream1s. Now we're 

the fastest growing name, too, with America's strongest, 
most successfu l pr'oduct line of quality -built firearms that 
just keeps growing, and growing, and growing. M I A RIFLE 

The civilian vers ion of the M 14 is a proven winner. It's the 
most·accurate American made semi "auto service rine in the 

• -.-- world, as ev idenced by its record of clear superiori ty in 

NEW! G3 SEMI-AUTO RIFLE 
Wu nderbar1 Our newest product addition is the commer
cial vers ion of the German military G3 (H K-91 type). Our G3 
is assembled in the USA_ from parts manufactured by an 
H&K licensee. It has ex tra features even the German im
po rt s don' t have, and a lo w price aim ed a t Am erica n 
shooters. How low is "low"7 See your Authorized Springfield 
Retai ler for an introductory pri ce that w ill make you a 
believer' 

SAR-48 RIFLE 
Springfie ld 's SAR-48- the easily ava ilable com merc ial ve r
sion of the FN / FA L- is one of the mos t re liab le and accurate 
out-of-the box rines in the world . That's because it's quality 
manu fac tured by an orig ina l FN licensee, w ith a fo rged 
rece ive r, a forged bo lt, and w ith all newly manufac tu red 
pa rts that are fully interchangeabl e w ith ori ginal FALs. 
Va lue7 Nobody can bea t our combination of low pri ce and 
incomparable quality' 

competiti on, incl uding the national service r ine champion
ships at Camp Perry, Ohio. 

1911-Al 
The Springfi eld 19 11 -A I is the choice of champions. Be
ca use of its impeccable quality, its forged construction, and 
its rea listi c price, it's the current choice of most of America's 
top pro fess ional combat shooters and custom pistolsmiths. 
In addi tion to sta nda rd models, the Spri ngfi eld 1911 -A J is 
ava ilable in severa l super accurate custom models, all hand 
bu ilt in our own custom shop. 

OMEGA IOMM PISTOL, 6" or 5" 
There's no pisto l li ke it anywhere. Because, in addition to 
being the first practica l IOmm pistol on the market, it does 
double-duty as a multi -ca liber pisto l, interchangeable to 
classic .45 ACP or .38 Super. 

Want to know more about the complete Springfield product 
line of quality firea rms and accessori es 7 See your favorite 
firea rms retailer, or ... 
Send $3 for a 24 page, four color all-product catalog. 

No other manufacturer ca n matc11 Springl'i eld's generous across-!11e-boa rd 
se rvice after !he sa le. Ask your Auihorizcd Sp ringlield Relai ler fo r detail s. 

The Oldest Name In American Firearms 

Secdon SH-7 • 420 West Main Street• Geneseo, IL 61254 • (309) 944-5631 

~=k Safety and instruction manuals avai lable from Springlield Armory. Always wear eye ancl ear protection when using any Ii rearm. Use only factory recommended ammunition. 



OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 
SOF EXCHANGE• P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 •Phone 1-800-323-1776 opr. 131. 

BUCKLES• PINS• HATS• PATCHES• CLOTHING• ODDS & ENDS 

#7010 

• #7010 SOF Logo Pewter Buckle $6.95 
#7012 SOF Logo Military Buckle Sliver $11.95 
#7013 SOF Logo Military Buckle Black $11.95 
#7014 SOF Web Bell Black $3.50 

#7013 

#7020 SOF Logo Lapel Pin Red $3.50 
#7021 SOF Logo Lapel Pin Sliver $5.95 
# 7rn2. SOF Logo Beret Badge Red $7.00 
# 7023 SOF Logo Beret Badge Sliver $8.00 
# 7024 SOF Logo Beret Badge Black $8.00 
# 7043 SOF Logo Lapel Pin Gold $5.95 
# 7053 Tyrant Badge $5.95 

#1515 SOF Tour Jacket Black (s,m,l,xl) $49.95 
#1515 SOF Tour Jacket Black (xxl) $51.95 
#7051 SOF Tte Navy $12.50 
#5005 SOF Duffie Bag $24.95 
#5007 SOF 6-Pak Cooler $9.95 

QTY. ITEM NO. 

T-Shlrts available In S, M, L, XL. 
XXL available for $1.00 addition-

SIZE 

SUB TOTAL 

al. Please include $1 . 75 for the Postage & Handling 

first Item ordered - include 75¢ 
3.6% Sales Tax 

for each additional item for post-
(Colo. res) 

age and handling. Overseas 
orders add 30%. Please allow 4-6 TOTAL 
weeks for delive ry. 

#2001 

cis()ii 

... .J. 

#2010 

#2004 

#2001 Beret Maroon (sizes 91;., thru 7%) $14.95 
#2004 SOF Black Ball cap w/scrambled eggs $9.95 
#2010 Field cap (s,m,l,xl) $21 .95 

#7001 SOF Logo Patch Red $2.50 
#7002 SOF Logo Patch • OD $2.50 
#7003 camo Shield Patch $4.95 
#7060 SOF Magazine Patch $4.95 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE.MAGAZINE 

QS()l1 
#7060 

#7070 SOF Logo Mug (12 oz.) $5.95 
#7050 SOF Luggage Tag $4.95 
#7045 SOF Log Zlppo Lighter OD $14.95 
#7033 SOF Magazine Binder $7.95 
#7005 SOF Logo Key Ring $5.25 
#7006 SOF Logo Knife $39.95 

AMOUNT 

#7002 

SOF EXCHANGE 

Mall to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 11 /88, P.O. Box 687, Boulder CO 80306 

PAYMENT: 0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD 0 CHECK ENCLOSED 

Card# ______________________ _ 

Exp. _______________________ _ 

NAM~---------------------~ 
ADDRESS ____________________ _ 

CITY _____________ STATE._ ZIP ___ _ 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA - call us toll-free -
1-800-323-1776, operator 131 . For customer service calls, dial (303) 
449-3750. 



''S OAF jet, SOAF jet, this is For -
tune 22, target, over." 

The aircraft from the Sultan's air 
force was quick to respond: "Alpha 
36C, roger, over." 

The circling Strikemaster was a dot 
in the dawning blue sky. The pilot's 
voice was calm, as befitted someone 
who only a few minutes before had 
been eating a leisurely breakfast in the 
comfortable officers' mess at Salalah 
airfield. 

"Target is a heavy machine gun, 
now firing; stone sangar [bunker], near 
crest of ridge. Nearest own troops are 
100 meters south of target. Tango 
[ground identification panels of friend
ly troops] at grid 372931, over. " 

The circling dot crept a bit closer. 
The Shpagin's tracers searched the 
slope below, seeking soldiers of the 
advance platoon of the Frontier Force 
company that I was supporting. I'd 
already tried to suppress the Shpagin 
with artillery fire, but the crest of a 
knife-edge ridge is about the hardest 
gun target there is. A short horizontal 
miss carries the round well out of lethal 
burst radius down the slope. 

''Tango not seen." 
Oh damn, wake up, will you. "Ro

ger. Tango marked by yellow smoke. 
From tango go 350 degrees, 225 
meters; that is your target. Wind is from 
the east 15 knots; you are clear to 
attack, over." 

"Roger, running in now." Then, 
chillingly, "Target identified, marked 
with yellow smoke, stand by." 

"STOP, STOP, STOP," I shouted 
into the mouthpiece, looking up at the 
nose of the aircraft. Too late. On bal
ance, it's marginally better to be shot 
by the enemy than by your own side. 
Two-and-a-half-inch Sura rockets 
streamed overhead to impact on the 
other side of the valley. 

After a few violent threats from me 
and apologies from the chagrined 
pilot, the next rockets went where they 
were supposed to and the Omani in
fantrymen pulled back over the ridge 
as the opposite crestline dissolved in a 
haze of dust and flying debris. 

In 1972 the Dhofar war was at its 
height. The Sultan of Oman's army 
was still trying to establish itself on the 
Jebels. At times it was touch and go, as 
the rebels made a serious fight of it. Air 
force support was vital, as it was the 
one asset the Adoo rebels couldn't 
match. 

So important was it that the Dhofar 
brigade commander's orders to new 
units deploying in the area included 
the sentence: "No officer should come 
to Dhofar unless he is able to direct 
artillery fire and air strikes swiftly and 
accurately." 

I would broaden that statement to 
include any counterinsurgency opera-
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by Major C.E. Parks 

Don't Eat the Yellow Smoke 

Strikemaster aircraft of the Sultan 
of Oman's air force on patrol off the 
southern coast of Oman. Photo: 
British Aerospace 

FRONT LINE LESSONS 
Major C.E. Parks, formerly of the 

Royal Horse ~rtillery, served two tours 
of duty in Oman, and saw extensive 
service in northern Ireland. His two 
previous articles for SOF are "Dawn 
Assault in Dhofar" (September '87) 
and "Crater Reading" (March '88) . 

tion, and all platoon and squad leaders 
as well. 

For many years forward air control
lers (FAC) have made the whole busi
ness seem like a black art, not to be 
practiced by mere mortals. That's not 
so at all, although I would be the first to 
agree that the job of a primary FAC in 
modem war, for example in western 
Europe, is one that is best left to the 
professionals, mostly pilots them
selves. 

For the simple infantryman pinned 
down in the desert of Arabia, the veldt 
of Africa or a South American jungle, 
the job is usually much simpler. His 
supporting aircraft is likely to fly much 
slower and the pilot can pick out the 
target much more easily than his coun
terpart flying fast-mover antitank mis
sions over the German plain from a 
base in England. 

To successfully control an air strike 

there are four basic items you need to 
carry. Most important is a suitable 
radio. European armies often burden 
themselves with specialist sets of 
varying complexity, but I have found 
that the best option is the simple Sarbe, 
designed originally as an emergency 
radio for downed pilots. 

Every officer who could get his 
hands on one carried a Sarbe in 
Oman. The sets are pocket-sized, light, 
pretuned and as near foolproof as can 
be. They have an adequate range over 
line of sight. The only problem with a 
standard set is that it is switched on by 
pulling out a pin which transmits· a 
squawk on the international distress 
frequency. 

Next, try to make sure that you have 
the same map as the pilot, as well as a 
good compass. It is a lot easier to guide 
him onto a difficult target if you are 
working from maps of the same scale 
and edition . Many ' pilots use a 
1:100,000 scale map as opposed to 
the infantryman's 1:50,000. A com
pass, of course, can help establish a 
magnetic bearing from your known 
position to the target, making acquisi
tion that much easier. 

It is worth the extra weight to carry in 
your webbing a set of air contact 
panels, fluorescent nylon sheets in a 
rectangle about 2 x 6 feet. These are 
laid out on the ground to form a "T," 
referred to as a tango, which indicates 
your position to the pilot. Expedient 
ground markers - flourescent panels 

Contin11ed on page 80 
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New Toys 
The Big Boys. 

Action Arms has an armload of new products 
to tempt every shooter. If you think of Action 
Arms as just the world-famous UZI, you're in for a 
pleasant surprise. There also are GALIL rifles, 
SAMSON and UZI ammo, and more than a handful 
of new products. 

.357 Magnum energy in 9mm sized pistols
the all-new .41 Action Express delivers. Unlike 
any other pistol cartridge, this new round sends a 
. 41 caliber, 170 gr. bullet downrange at 1200 
feet/ second. That's 590 foot pounds at the muzzle, 
and it operates within normal 9mm pressures. 
.41 Action Express drop-in conversion kits for 
popular 9mm pistols. Since the rim of the .41 
Action Express is the same dimension as the 9mm, 
conversion is as easy as changing the barrel and 
magazine. Easy-to-install kits for the Browning Hi-

have also been added to this legendary design. 
The popular 9mm version is also available. 

Two new Action Sights are the latest technology 
in red dot aiming. With a l" diameter tube and a 
45 degree angle offset battery pack, the compact 
PRO 45 sight can be mounted with battery to the 
right or left. The new PRO 5 is the smallest and 
lightest Action Sight ever offered. Choice of right or 
left hand model suits any holstering need . 

The new Micro Dot Scopes add true red dot 
aiming with quality optics. Thke standard duplex 
crosshairs and add a tiny, intensity-adjustable red dot 
to the center and you have the next generation of 
hunting scopes: Micro Dot scopes. Hunters will 
appreciate the extra 1/2 hour at dawn and dusk-right 
when hunting can be most productive. 

Power, 9mmColtGovemmentModel&Commander Action Scope Mounts, Accessories and 
and the new 9mm AT-88 are available. Memorabilia listing has also expanded. Now 
The New AT-88: the AT-84 has been im- there are rugged, no-gunsmith mounts for most 
proved. Now, the advantage of either (i)b popular .hand guns an~ many long guns .. !~e 
double action or cocked and locked carry collection of accesson~s and memorab1ha 1s 
. . . . . so large that a special catalog had to be 
m one p1stol 1s combined with the new .41 · t d t h ·t al1 w ·t fi ·t t d 
Action Express chambering. An ambi- . pnn e 0 s 0~ 1 · r~ e or 1 o ay 
dextrous safety and firing pin block action arms ltd. and also receive the full-lme catalog. 

Dept. 000000, P.O. Box 9573, Philadelphia, PA 19124 ©1988 Action Anns Ltd. 
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IMPROVE YOUR FIGHTING SKILLS AND WEAPONS KNOWLEDGE WITH 
THESE DYNAMIC TRAINING TAPES FROM VIPER VIDEO 

* ALL VIDEOS GUARANTEED TO BE OF HIGHEST QUALITY AND PRESENTED BY AUTHENTIC EXPERTS * 
********* ***** ******************************* 

MASTERING 
THE DEADLY ART OF 

NINJUTSU 

Ill 

WITH THESE DYNAMIC VIDEOS YOU CAN 
NOW LEARN THE SECRET FIGHTING 
TECHNIQUES OF THE ANCIENT JAP
AN ESE NINJA WARRIORS. KNOWN AS THE 
" INVISI BLE ASSASINS," BECAUSE OF 
THEIR SKILL AT DECEPTION. SEE WHY 
THE NINJA ARE CONSIDERED THE FIRST 
TRUE GUERRILLA FIGHTERS. PRESENT
ED BY NINJUTSU MASTER ROBERT 
BUSSEY, "THE KING OF COMBAT." 

1. NINJA COMBAT TACTICS VOL 1 
Teaches all the funda mentals needed to 
physically and mentally develop the Ninja 
Warrior Including stretching, conditioning, break 
falls, kicks, punches, Ninja obstacle course and 
more. 
#NJA-1 60 min Reg. $69.~ Limited otter $49.~ 

2. NINJA COMBAT TACTICS VOL.2 
Teaches stealth (art of invlalblllty), underwater 
evasion, enemy trap construction, camouflage 
techniques, lnflltratlon of enemy positions. 
#NJA-2 60 min Reg. $69 . 9~ Limited otter $49.9~ 

3. NINJA COMBAT TACTICS VOL 3 
Teaches over 100 lethal hand to hand combat 
techniques. Shows how to quickly disable one or 
two attackers with devastating kicks, punches, 
ann locks, joint breaks, choke holds and more. 
The ULTIMATE in self protection. 
#NJA-7 60 min Reg. $69.9~ Limited offer $49 .9~ 

4. NINJA WEAPONS TACTICS VOL. 1 
Teaches the lethal techniques of The Hanbo (4' 
staff) used to this day by the Japanese Police as 
their number one weapon. Also includes fighting 
techniques of the ancient BO (6' staff). and 
deadly YAWARA (6" palm stick). 
#NJA-3 60 min Reg. $69. 9~ Limited offer $49.9 !> 

5. NINJA WEAPONS TACTICS VOL. 2 
Teaches the feared Tekagi which are steel tiger 
claws wom on the hands by Ninja to tear their 
attackers to shreds. Also includes throwing tech
niques of the Shuriken (Ni nja Stars), and Ninja 
Blow Gun techniques. 
#NJA-4 60 min Reg. $69.% Limited otter $49.95 

6. NINJA WEAPONS TACTICS VOL. 3 
Mastery of the Ninja Sword is now yours. Teach
es over 100 sword combat techniques against 
any attack . Also teaches never seen Ninja net 
fighting tactlc1, and su,.lval rope climbing skiffs. 
NJA-5 60 min Reg. $69." Limited offer $49." 

7. NINJA WEAPONS TACTICS VOL. 4 
Teaches Ninjutsu knife fighting skills which have 
to be the most brutal and effective techniques 
ever witnessed. Tums your blade Into the ultimate 
tell-protector. Also includes numerous disarm
ing techniques against a gun-weilding attacker. 
NJA-6 60 min Reg. $69." Limi ted offer $49." 

8. NINJA MAN EXCLUSIVE 
VIDEO IN TERVIEW 

Meet world renowned Ninjutsu Master Robert 
Bussey up close in this exc.lusive video interview. 
Gives great insight into the history of the myster
ious Ninja Warriors. 
NJA-8 60 min Reg. $69." Limited otter $49." 

* NINJA SPECIAL! 
ORDER ALL 8 TAPES PAY FOR ONLY 5 
GET 3 FREEi YOU SAVE $150. SEND ONLY 
$274."I Include• •hipping. 

GREEN BERET • 
SPECIAL FORCES 
COMBATIVES 

HIGH RANKING ARMY GREEN BERET, 
BLACK BELT, AND VIETNAM VETERAN. 
JIM WEBB TEACH ES YOU THE NO
NONSENSE FIGHTING TECHNIQUES OF 
AM ER ICA'S ELITE MILITARY FIGHTING 
CORPS IN THI S EXTRAORDINARY VIDEO 
SERIES. 

1. CLOSE QUARTER HAND TO HANO 
FIGHTING VOL. 1 

Officer Webb teaches numerous hand lo 
hand techniques designed to drop an attack
er in his !racks. Includes hand and foot 
strikes, joint locks, neck breaks, choke holds, 
take downs and more. 
#SF-A 60 min Reg . $69.9!> Limited offer $49 .9!> 

2. CLOSE QUARTER HANO TO 
HANO FIGHTING VOL. 2 

Teaches realistic military self-defense tech
niq ues against gun and knife weilding 
atlackers. Whether in the street or in combat 
the disarming techniques shown may one 
day save your life. 
#SF-8 60 min Reg . $69.9!1 Limited offer $49.9!1 

3. SENTRY NEUTRALIZATION 
Off ice r Webb personally teaches you Green 
Beret stealthing and ki lling techniques for 
taking oul enemy guards and sentrys. These 
techniques worked great In Nam against the 
Viet Cong sentrys. 
#SF-C 60 min. Reg. $69." Limited offer $49." 

4. SPECIAL FORCES EXERCISE 
ANO CONDITIONING WORKOUT 

Features the complete tough Special Forces 
workout regime designed to physically bui ld 
today's modern warrior. 
#SF-D 60 min Reg . $69.i!> Limi ted offer $49.9!1 

5. INSIDE THE SPECIAL FORCES 
Off icer Webb candid ly talks about the mili
tary's approach to combat, what it takes to 
become a Green Beret, his experience as an 
interrogator In Vietnam and more. 
#SF-E 60 min Reg. $69.9!> Limited offer $49.% 

* SPECIAL FORCES 
SPECIAL! 

ORDER ALL 5 TAPES, PAY FOR ONLY 3, 
Get 2 FREEi 
YOU SAVE $100.001 SEND ONLY $165.001 
INCLUDES SHIPPING. 

MASTERING 
FL YING & JUMP KICKS 
BECOME A FEARED FIGHTER BY LEARN
ING KARATE'S DEVASTATING FLYING 
AND JUMP KICKS. TAPE SHOWS HOW TO 
USE YOUR LEGS AS EXPLOSIVE PISTONS 
TO WARD OFF ANY TYPE OF ATTACK. 
TEACHES HOW TO OBTAIN TREMEND
OUS LEAPING POWER FOR KICKING TO 
ATTACKER'S HEAD, THROAT, AND STER
NUM WITH DEADLY ACCURACY. 
#JK 60 min Reg . $69." Limited otter $49." 

MASTERING 
KARATE BREAKING 

TECHNIQUES 
TURN YOUR HANDS AND FEET INTO 
w ·EAPONS OF STEEL WITH THIS DYNAMIC 
TAPE. SHOWS HOW TO CONDITION AND 
TOUGHEN YOUR BODY TO PERFORM 
BASIC AND ADVANCED KARATE BOARD 
AND BRICK BREAKING TECHNIQUES. 
WILL ADD TREMENDOUS POWER TO 
YOUR KICKS AND PUNCHES. 
#BR 60 min Reg . $69." Limited otter $49." 

MASTERING 
WEAPONS OF THE 

ORIENT 

DYNAMIC NUNCHAKU VOL. 1 
World-renowned Japanese weapons Master 
Tadashi Yamashita teaches you all the funda
mentals needed to master the Nunchakus. These 
fighting sticks of the Orient can reach speeds 
over '120 mph. Tape includes null'lerous self
defense techniques. 
#YC 60 min . Reg. $69.9~ Limited offer $59.95 

DYNAMIC NUNCHAKU VOL. 2 
Master Yamashita teaches you over 100 advan
ced Nunchaku self-defense techniques, and 
numerous training drills to make you a true 
expert with this weapon. 
#YD 60 min Reg. $69.9 !> Limited offer $59.% 

KNIFE FIGHTING 
Most valuable tape on knife fighting ever witnes
sed . Includes drills designed to promote speed, 
power, timing, reflexes, PLUS dlaanns, sparring 
and more. 
#PV-E 60 min Reg . $69." Limited otter $49." 

FILIPINO STICK FIGHTING 
Teaches how to master the 3' stick as a highly 
effective weapon of self-defense. Alao Includes 
advanced double stick techniques and more. 
#PV-F 60 min Reg . $69.96 Limited offer $49.9~ 

HAPKIOO CANE TECHNIQUES 
The Korean art of Hapkido specializes in the 
fighting cane. Tape teaches how to use a walking 
cane as a deadly self-defense weapon. 
#HAP-G 60 min Reg. $69." Limited otter $49." 

BALISONG KNIFE VOL. 1 
Balisong or Butterfly knife is the number one self
defense weapon of the Phi lipines. Tape In
cludes history and lundamt!ntal techniques of 
this exotic weapon . 
#SONG-1 60 min Reg. $69.96 Limited offer $49.9!> 

BALISONG KNIFE VOL. 2 
Intermediate fllpplng , strikes, and training drllls. 
#SONG-2 60 min Reg. $69." Limited otter $49." 

BALISONG KNIFE VOL. 3 
Includes advanced flipping, striking, self 
delense, and how to work two Ballaong at once. 
#SONG-3 60 min Reg. $69." Limited otter $49." 

VIPER VIDEO 
P.O. BOX 5226 
SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

I DESCRIPTION & ORDER NO. 

MASTERING 
JEET KUNE DO 

CONCEPTS 
LEARN THE AUTHENTIC 

FIGHTING ART OF 
BRUCE LEE. 

PRESENTED BY 
RENOWNED 

INSTRUCTOR 
PAULVUNAK 

JUN FAN KICKBOXING VOL. 1 
Teaches the fundamental kick
boxing techniques of this tough 
fighting system including condition
ing, foot work, punches, kicks, spar
ring. speed, power. train ing drills 
and more. 
#PV-A ... 60 min . . . Reg $69." 

Limited Otter $49." 

JUN FAN KICKBOXING VOL. 2 
Teaches advanced kickboxing fight
ing skills that can be used in lhe 
street or ring. Tape turns your body 
into a fighting machine. 
#PV-B ... 60 min . . . Reg $69." 

Limited Offer $49." 

TRAPPI NG TECHNIQUES 
Dynamic tape teaches how to fight 
when in very confined and close 
quarters . Shows how to win with 
techniques that manipulate and con
trol your opponent. 
#PV-C .. . 60 min Reg $69." 

Limited offer $49." 

WORLD KARATE 
CHAMPION 

BILL "SUPERFOOT' WALLACE 
PRESENTS 

BILL WALLACE 
SELF-DEFENSE SYSTEM 

You can now learn undefeated 
Karate Champion BILL WALLACE's 
unique approach·to self-<lefense. He 
teaches an easy to learn, no
nonsense system that can be master
ed in no time. Gain confidence by 
ordering today. 
#W4 60 min . . . Reg $69." 

Limited offer $59." 

BILL WALLACE TOTAL BODY 
WORKOUT 

Follow along as the Champ takes 
you through his weekly workout 
routine designed to build and 
strengthen all muscle groups. In
cludes flexibi li ty exercises, calis 
thenics. aerobics, weight training and 
more. 
#W9 .... 60 min. . . . Reg $69." 

Limited otter $49." 

CREDITTARDSORDER'i"oll'FREE -
1-800-332-4442; 24 HRS. A DAY 
7 DAYS A WEEK. IN CA 1-714-498-nss 
SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 

OVER 250 VIDEO TITLES 

VHS BET PAL PRICE 

1-----~__.___. __ 
Add $3."' ea. Tape S&H 

TOTAL 

PAYMENT D CHECK D MO D VISA D AMEX D MC D CASH 

\~IPERl 
NAME: (PRINT) ---------------- -, VIDEO 
STREET: SAVINGS I 

~~:E: -------------ZIP: ---1' $~~g~~' 
PHONE' Off AKI ~OED 

t VALUED AT 149." 
CREDIT CARD NO: ----------------uDR HIGHER. LIMIT 
EXPIRATION DATE: ONE PER TAP{ 

DES NOT APPlY 
;~¥s~~~,,,~~YM~~~ ~~l~L~o~~;;,~~CcKJs~~LD UNTIL CLEARED OTllER OFFERS. 







Small muj convoy crossing border into Afghanistan. 

SOI~ AFGHANISTAN 

HARD 
ROAD TO 

STARING down at me were hard eyes framed by the familiar 
black brows which contrasted so sharply with the flowing 

white beard. Bloody hell - could I be hallucinating? It was 
Khomeini! Or more precisely , Khomeinis. Not one, but several 
photos and colored portraits of Iran's supreme religious leader 
fixed me with their unforgiving gaze. The walls were plastered 
with them. 

We had been driving all through the night and I needed to 
rest up and recharge my batteries. Khomeini didn't help much. 
What the devil was he doing here? We were supposed to be on 
the Pakistan-Afghanistan border at a mujahideen base camp, our 
springboard into Kandahar with an ammunition resupply 
convoy . Khomeini - who thinks Americans are personal 
emissaries of The Great Satan - is a hero to Shi'a Muslims . 
This was Sunni country , where we are supposed to be liked. 

My Afghan escort had disappeared, so I sat and waited . I 
was even more dumfounded when tea was served. My host was 
turned out in green beret, cammie jacket and trousers , and black 
leather lace-up combat boots - nothing like the Afghans I was 
accustomed to. He looked like some commando-type from the 
war movies of my childhood, except for the green canvas 
webbing for his spare ammo magazines . That much was 
familiar mujahideen kit. 

He smiled, and I asked him if he was a Khomeini man. His 
reluctance to explain and my broken command of the Dari/Farsi 
language led me to the confusing conclusion that he 
simultaneously was and was not. 

Later I learned he belonged to a mujahideen group whose 
members were indeed Shi'a Muslims (as are the majority of 
Iranians) who had been trained by the Iranian Pasdaran, the 
so-called revolutionary guards . They had called themselves 
Hezbollah (Party of God), a name associated with 
Iranian-backed paramilitary groups all over the Middle East. 
But just recently this particular contingent had decided to join 
the mainstream of the Afghan resistance, accepting leadership 

KANDAHAR 
SOF Joins Convoy 
Through 
Afghanistan's 
Bandit Country 
Text & Photos by Jake Border 

BORDER'S BACK IN AFGHANISTAN 
Jake Border has traveled extensively in Afghanistan and 

southern Ash1 , always seeming to show up in places where 
men are locked in battle . His previous articles in Soldier of 
Fortune include accounts of fighting in Burma ("Battle at 
Three Pagodas Pass," SOF, August '87) skirmishes along 
the Thai/Cambodian border ("Cambodian Recon, " SOF, 
October ' 86) and attacks by Afghan mujahideen around the 
city of Kandahar (' 'Afghan Attack,'' SOF, September '86). 
This is an account of his return to the Kandahar area . 
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of the predominantly Sunni Muslim Jamiat-i-Islami, with whom 
I happened to be traveling. 

Pretty soon the room began to fill with other Jamiat 
mujahideen who had journeyed from the western city of Herat 
in order to collect weapons . Although these guys lived right on 
the Iranian border they were , as are the majority of Afghans, 
Sunnis. The Shi'ite Iranians are supplying aid only to those 
groups with which they have religious affinity and over which 

Soviet PMN-6 nonmetallic antipersonnel mines. Case is made of 
duroplastic, while cover over the pressure plate is rubber. Once the 
mine is laid and the safety pin is removed there is a 15-20 minute 
delay before the mine arms. 

NOVEMBER 88 



SC.'.LE IN M1LES 

KEY 
Bordet- ••••••• 
Main Roads - uru1111111 

""'"'- ---
SmaU Roads - --
Jake Borde(s Aou1e - •· · · · 

·:·; 

TO GHAZNI -

: # 

! .... / 
J. 

AFGHANISTAN c;;~~~~':::~ 

.... .., .......... 

/
--- . .,,.... ............ .. 

PAKISTAN 

.---------~ ...... 

Route taken by Jake Border and his muj escorts. 

they can exercise political control - like the Hezbollah . 
That means the Sunni muj in the Herat area have to get their 

supplies from Pakistan, then haul their stuff the length of the 
country. 

The Herat muj worked with a will, stripping and cleaning and 
loading dozens of ammo magazines. They had been issued 
brand-new AKMs and the RPD light machine gun they call the 
sad-taka or " hundred shots." The guns were stamped with 
" SUEZ A.R.E." and some script in Arabic. The finish was a 
little rough, and the bolts were very stiff to work, but no one 
was complaining. They could still kill. 

After a substantial lunch of bread, meat and potatoes, I 
scouted around the camp. It was in fact a fair sized town, 
boasting a Red Cross hospital to receive war wounded and a 
large bazaar where merchants dealt in the cross border 
commercial trade. Scores of trucks of various makes 
(International Harvester, Mercedes and some obscure Russian 
models) were parked about. They had only one thing in 
common - Kabul license plates . 

That left me wondering about security. How could we be 
assured that none of these truckers were working for the other 
side? We had a long journey ahead of us, much of it through 
enemy patrolled turf with no cover except the darkness of night, 
and a truck is an inviting target for an ambush. 

Especially ours. Our two new trucks were loaded to the 
gunnels with several hundred 82mm mortar rounds, about 20 
122mm rockets (each weighing 74 kilograms), untold cases of 
AK ammo, several crates of grease-packed Kalashnikovs, and a 
rocket launcher. 

On the plus side, the trucks were loaded under cover of 
darkness. On the minus side, the loading was done in the 
middle of the street, without benefit of a protective wall or 
private courtyard to shield the munitions from prying eyes. 

We set out at 2300 hours, in a convoy consisting of three 
trucks and two jeeps, one of which drove point and periodically 
informed us by radio of conditions ahead. Some time into the 
early morning hours we crossed over into Afghanistan, and the 
muj riding topside chorused "Allah-o-Akhbar" (God is Great). 

Qabir, the driver, had a private message for me. " Have you 
learned how to use a Kalashnikov?" he asked. He was serious. 
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We were now in bandit territory. 
At that moment I was more worried about the danger of him 

falling asleep at the wheel. After he nodded off for the second 
time I surreptitiously slipped him some mild stimulants under 
the guise of offering to share some "vitamins." By sunup 
Qabir was literally speeding, racing our ammo-laden truck to 
prevent it from being overtaken by the others . Just a little 
macho demo. I soon got used to it. 

It was flat , open country, dry and dusty, and Qabir 
nonchalantly spoke of the danger of an aircraft attack. As if to 
underscore his point we passed the graves of two drivers killed 
in such a fashion. Numerous trucks from Kabul passed us 
headed the other direction on their way toward the border. 

At 0800 we pulled up at a place which was saved from total 
obscurity only by the presence of a solitary tea house. The 
vehicles were hidden under trees; we ate, washed and slept till 
afternoon. 

The next leg brought us to the Kabul-Kandahar highway , first 
taking us across a dusty plain and then traversing a small 
mountain range where muj stood lookout on craggy peaks. It 
would have been dangerous enough driving under the best of 
conditions; we had to do it at night without lights . It was 
torturously slow going, but I wasn't complaining. We were 
approaching ''ambush alley,'' a critical stretch of road 
anywhere along which an attack could be mounted from nearby 
army posts of the Soviet puppet government of the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan (DRA). 

Two of these points were now discernable, the lights of 
Mokur to the west and Shahjoy to the east. This night, at least, 
the garrison at Shahjoy had more pressing things to worry about 
than ambushing convoys. Rising flares and scarlet tracer lines 
stitching the night sky indicated a mujahideen attack on the 
town was in progress. We drove, stopped and regrouped, 
scouted, rested, ate and drove again until the sun came up. I 
was sure we were lost, but eventually we reached the cover of 
an orchard in a small village, where we parked for the day. 

While the sounds of the attack on Shahjoy continued to 
thump and crackle down the road I tuned in some pop music 
broadcast on Radio Moscow's English language service. "We 
start with 'Poppies and Roses' from a group in the Baltic 
Republic of Latvia," said the voice. When I tired of that I 
chanced upon Radio Australia playing a selection of golden 
oldies. Damned if they weren't right in tune with the latest in 
Latvian pop. 

The grime and weariness were beginning to show in our faces 
when we departed that evening and cautiously edged toward the 
Kabul-Kandahar highway with its cracked concrete slabs. The 
muj fanned out well in advance to secure the crossing point, 
which was just a couple of klicks short of a Soviet-manned 
radar station perched on a hill overlooking us . We crossed 
without a hitch. 

Two more hours of driving, lights on now, and we passed 
through a Hezb-i-Islami checkpoint with a graveyard of Soviet 
chopper parts. We pushed on to Anguri. 

Soviet tank at Durahi checkpoint. Note DShK heavy machine gun 
mounted on turret. 
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Anguri was notable for two reasons. The first was that most 
of its shops were housed inside old shipping containers. 
Containers from the Soviet Union lay side by side with 
containers of U.S. origin in a curious display of detente. The 
second was that it marked our entry into the vast central Afghan 
region known as Hazarajat - a territory populated by the 
Afghan minority of Shi'a Muslims. That meant hassles . 

They began on the outskirts of Anguri . A Hazara militiaman 
halted us at a checkpoint. " Where are you going?" he 
demanded. Qabir sighted down the magnificant arch of his nose 
and retorted with obvious contempt and mockery, "Where are 
you going!" and gunned the motor. He roared down the road 
leaving the militiaman choking in the dust. "Shi'a," growled 
Qabir. "Khomeini. " There was no love lost there. 

Next morning we spent 45 minutes hassling with guards at 
the checkpoint exiting town. I rashly wondered out loud if 
perhaps they weren't in fact members of the moderate Afghan 
Shi'a group Harakat-i-Islami rather than Iranian-backed 
extremists. Hearing this one of our group numbered off the full 
list of. the seven Peshawar-based Afghan resistance groups in 
which this lot and Harakat were notably not included. "Shi'a," 
he sneered, "Iran." Heads nodded in agreement. The 
militiamen .demanded 1,000 Afghanis (about $7. 75) "road toll" 
before we could pass. 

Beautiful desert country stretched before i.Js, dotted here and 
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there with great houses that were in fact fortresses. Fields were 
being tilled by both donkeys with wooden ploughs and tractors, 
an interesting juxtaposition of the Middle Ages and the 20th 
century. My contemplation of the surroundings was interrupted 
by another Hazara checkpoint and an altercation which left 
Qabir fuming and out another 2,000 Afghanis . 

Even my cassette of Sade didn ' t rouse him out of his funk; 

One of Abdul Khaliq's muj with Soviet Romanian AKM equipped 
with a 75-rd. RPK drum. 
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Soviet rockets impacting on muj-held positions in Mahlajat, a 
village near Kandahar in southeastern Afghanistan. 

he wanted something with a "man singer. " A collection of 
rhythm and blues got only marginally higher ratings, so it was 
back to Pathan pop. At noon we lunched and rested at Rajur, a 
town which looked like an ideal setting for a spaghetti western 
except that pictures of Khomeini were hung everywhere. The 
local cinema was showing Chinese kung-fu flicks . 

We crossed the Argandab River and then traversed a tortuous 
pass leading into a lush valley, where wheat was being 
harvested by hand and threshed by donkey, before turning 
westward toward Madrinah. Thus far into the Hazarajat we had 
witnessed absolutely none of the signs of the war that you 
usually find in Afghanistan: bombed buildings, deserted 
villages , dead villagers . Here everything was functioning much 
as it always had , and the war and fighting were far away. 

I asked the hotel staff what mujahideen there were in town. 
They mentioned two groups, Pasdaran and Nihzat, the latter 
being a small pro-Khomeini group with an office in Quetta, 
Pakistan. They professed to be wishing for good relations 
between Shi 'a and Sunni Muslims , but saw a possible union of 
Afghanistan with Iran " if Iman Khomeini orders it." 

Thirty of our number split from here on foot for Herat, which 
was still more than 300 miles away. We drove on to confront 
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yet another Hazara tollgate before arriving at Uruzgan . Uruzgan 
is a major town where the merchants in the bazaar will sell you 
AK ammo by the round or Iranian coins made into pendants for 
a woman' s necklace . We ate, refueled, and drove on. The next 
day we off-loaded the 122mm rocket launcher and ammo, 
which also were destined for Herat. At this point most of the 
remaining muj left us, heading for Herat as well. 

By the time we ran into the roadblock we had by my count 
only four AKs left with which to defend two trucks and a jeep 
and a cargo of mortar rounds and other ammo. Large rocks had 
been strategically placed across the road at a stream crossing, 
leaving no alternative route . We were forced to stop. 

"Thieves!" growled Qabir. 
Not only had we to contend with Russians, the DRA and 

Hazara Muslims, but also with old-fashioned, greed-motivated 
highwaymen. One muj was posted as lookout while the rest of 
us manhandled the rocks clear. Fortunately we weren' t attacked. 

We didn' t reach the next checkpoint until after nightfall, and 
it presented us with no hassles. They merely wanted some fresh 
tapes for their cassette player. "Mohaz," informed Qabir, 
referring to the group generally known as NIFA. " No 

. problem.' ' 
We were now out of Hazarajat and back into Pathan territory 

- home turf '- heading south toward Kandahar. At a 
nondescript teahouse we met two DRA army deserters . They 
had been drafted from Mazar-i-Sharif in the far north. Their 
monthly pay amounted to just enough to get them through one 
Hazara tollgate. 

The continuing night drive called for more "vitamins ," 
which sustained us till morning when we parked up in a camp 
of " Sayyaf" (Ittehad or Islamic Alliance) muj, who treated us 
to a feast of rice and roast chicken. 

For desert we were shelled. At first the explosions were 
distant, but they closed fast, showering us with a hot shrapnel 
downpour. 

Change of plan: pull back fast. 
That turned out to be easier said than done . Our truck was 

held fast , stuck in the sand while geyser plumes of incoming 
artillery fire marched closer. Qabir had the engine singing 
soprano as we were buffeted by shock waves and I braced for a 
direct hit. 

Then , miraculously , the shelling stopped, and at the same 
time the truck's tires gripped. We retreated and bivouacked in a 
deserted village. 

Next morning the boys cranked up the Chinese field radio 
and received instructions for the trucks to return to Quetta. 

Qabir passed me over to his brother Jamaluddin, and we 
spent a couple of days in the mountains before embarking by 
tractor for Argandab, where 21/2 years previously I had arrived 

Author was told that the mine in this photograph was Chinese, but 
in fact it is an Italian Technovar TC/6 antitank mine. Case is 
resin-based plastic, waterproof and non-buoyant. Pressure plate 
detonates the six-kilo Composition B explosive. Afghans in the photo 
are showing a locally produced instruction manual. Page on left 
details use of DShK 12.7mm heavy machine gun against aircraft. 
Illustration clearly indicates necessity for leading targets, but to get 
point across the artist has shown the rounds curving into the target. 
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Red Army APC and local Afghan bus at Durahi checkpoint near 
Kandahar. 

for my first visit to Kandahar. Things hadn't changed a lot 
here, except that it was harvest time, and the pomegranates , 
grapes and ganja were in full bloom. 

The daily bombardment started at 0600 hours - the national 
reconciliation wakeup call - and new trenches were under 
construction to cope with the ongoing Soviet/ORA forces 
offensives. · 

There was one big surprise in store for me though . Returning 
to the jebha (mujahideen camp) for lunch one day I commenced 
the ritual greetings with all present: standing, embracing , 
shaking hands and exchanging grandiose well-wishings ("may 
ye not be fatigued" is my favorite) as is the usual Pathan 
custom. 

Suddenly a full-bearded , pistol-packing character locked me 
in a vice-grip and exclaimed in perfect English: "I know you 
- Jake Border!" 

Jesus H! It was the East German I'd met on the border about 
Christmas of '84. He had been gung ho serious about joining 
the muj in their fight against the Russians. Seems he had done 
that for 13 months, but now was running his own medical 
service for war wounded, staffed by Afghan doctors and 
paramedics . 

From Argandab to Kandahar I was retracing my earlier 
footsteps , with minor variations . Jamaluddin and I were 
escorted by mujahideen of the Younis Khalis faction of 
Hezbi-i-lslami from Argandab to Adah, where you must cross 
the Kandahar-Hera! highway on foot under the guns of 
Soviet/ORA army posts. 

Tanks dug into a hilltop were visible in the moonlight as we 
crossed in single file, our shawls carefully draped over weapons 
and equipment. My guardian angel was with me that night; 
minutes after we made the crossing a tank fired a flat trajectory 
shot into the open ground. It reminded me of a tracer round that 
ricocheted off the ground and disappeared into the night sky. 

In the safety of the bazaar we ate melons and bid farewell to 
our escort, before setting out on foot for Narkuneh , a 10-hour 
trek from Argandab . We arrived at midnight. 

To my pleasant surprise the camp commandant was an old 
friend of mine, Abdul Khaliq , who quickly put me on the spot 
by demanding , with a cunning grin , to see the motorcycles I'd 
promised to supply him. We had covered many dusty klicks 
together in '85 on a decrepit 90cc Yamaha which I had rashly 
insinuated wasn't up to the job. 

He was mollified however with the copies of SOF I handed 
out describing my earlier trip. The ads in particular stirred much 
lively discussion . How to explain a frogman? Why was the man 
with the " air shot survival carbine" semi-naked? - the muj 
shook their heads in complete wonder. How to explain that a 
blowup photo of a 9mm bullet was not a surface-to-surface 
rocket? And , wonder of wonders , why were the women inside 
the front cover in a state of undress? I had to put the cover 
women back in purdah with masking tape. 

Abdul Khaliq was concerned about security now that I had 
arrived. He'd already heard along the grapevine that an 
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" American/Frenchman" was moving through Argandab, so he 
suggested a trip to Mahlajat. I was all for that anyway as it was 
closer to Kandahar city. 

After a couple of days rest and nourishment - on grapes 
picked fresh from the vines of the extensive vineyards enclosing 
our camp - Jamaluddin, a couple of others and I retraced our· 
steps back towards Adah. 

Along the way we paused in the lee of a crumbling mud wall 
and surveyed the open plain before us. It was barren and rock 
strewn, uninhabited and uninviting, but not untended nor 
uncontested. The steel carcass of a burned out tank testified to a 
clash that had taken place for the rights of passage here, and on 
the crests of hilltops overlooking us were DRA army posts . 

My mujahideen guides concealed their assault rifles under 
their shawls and took care to ensure my cameras were likewise 
secured. Small piles of stones marked the safe route across the 
plain and through the defile that would deliver us to within 
walking distance to Kandahar city. I was warned not to deviate 
from this path even if we were fired on: bomb-i-personnel 
(antipersonnel mines) might be anywhere. 

On my first visit to Kandahar we had used this pass with 
impunity, but since then the Soviet-backed DRA forces had 
tightened their grip on the city and had established outposts on 
either side of the pass. Just six weeks earlier an attack group 
drawn from several political parties wiped out these posts in a 
night assault, destroying three tanks and four trucks in the 
process. A fourth tank was captured "live" and driven to near 
the Pakistan border. 

Wreckage lay everywhere , like vomit from a steel foundry , 
testimony to the grim fighting. Among the butchered tanks and 
trucks , barbed wire and empty shell-casings were piles of live 
mortar rounds , left undisturbed for fear of booby traps . We 
passed through unscathed and hiked to a nearby camp for 
refreshment. 

Typically in the Kandahar area muj camps are shared by 
groups owing allegiance to different political parties (in this 
case the Jamiat, Hezbi of Khalis and the Ittehad) and 
cooperation, including joint military operations, is not unusual. 
Nevertheless Jamaluddin advised caution regarding the purpose 
of my visit , being now inside the net of tightened government 
security . "It is enough to say you are a traveler." For added 
camouflage it was decided my nationality could continue to be 
French. 

After the standard bread and tea had been served and the 
ritual exchange of conversational courtesies completed , we left 
for our own jebha in the outlying countryside south of Kandahar 
called Mahlajat. This strategic zone occupied by the mujahideen 
is ringed by hostile forces: to the north the garrisoned city of 
Kandahar, to the east the Soviet airbase, to the west the chain 
of hilltop DRA army posts. An arcing network of bunkers and 
minefields known as the camarband (defense belt), links the 
positions. 

Within this ring of steel and fire the mujahideen are subjected 
to a continuous surface-to-surface missile barrages and air 

Checkpoint at Durahi near Kandahar, flying flag of the Marxist 
DRA (Democratic Republic of Afghanistan). Tank is Soviet crewed. 
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Afghans rigging a homemade command-detonated mine. 
Components are a tank shell, bottles filled with salvaged explosive 
from dud Soviet aerial bombs and a 9-volt battery. 

strikes. But they dish it out too. That night after dinner we 
watched a display of pyrotechnics verging on art as muj near 
Adah pounded a hilltop outpost with heavy machine-gun fire 
and rockets. 

It was the time of the full moon, so clandestine entry into 
Kandahar city was deemed too dangerous. Infiltrating by day 
was all but impossible, especially for me, my beard, turban and 
Afghan clothes notwithstanding. 

Since my last visit, an inner camarband of machine-gun nests 
had been dug in and additional checkpoints set up. The new 
checkpoints were reputed to be manned by specially trained 
militiamen from Jozjan province, which borders the USSR. 

The Jozjani militiamen had an unmatched reputation for 
ruthlessness and were even suspected of originating from across 
the border in the Soviet Union. No one knew for sure. The muj 
hadn't captured one alive yet. 

As a consolation I was promised a look at some "live" tanks 
at Durahi . Durahi literally means the "two roads." Located in 
the eastern suburbs of Kandahar, it is the point where the 
national highway splits, one leg going south to Spin Baldak on 
the Pakistan border, the other going northeast to Kabul. 

We emerged from a small alley and took cover in an orchard 
of apricot trees about 150 meters from Durahi. There were two 
checkpoints clearly visible. The larger flew the Afghan flag and 
was manned by DRA soldiers. The smaller was manned by the 
Afghan militia called Esmat Khan. Its commander, Esmatullah 
Muslim, is a turncoat muj. In return for his perfidy the DRA 
puppet government had awarded him the checkpoint concession 
along the Kandahar-Spin Baldak highway. His men levied 
" taxes" on all passing vehicles. 

The early morning traffic was light, consisting mostly of 
trucks and buses bound for the border. Locals were crossing the 
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road in horse carts or on foot. Birds were singing in the trees. 
Then without warning the air was split by what sounded like 

a bolt of lightning whiplashing low over our heads. Then again 
and again, five times in staccat9 succession. 

It sounded and felt like we were being fired on, but in fact it 
was a salvo of torgandeh, surface-to-surface rockets, launched 
from just across the road. The launcher was located behind a 
kampun (housing compound for Soviet and Afghan military 
personnel). 

As the traffic picked up Soviet jeeps, truckloads of soldiers, 
an ambulance and Toyota pickups belonging to the Esmat Khan 
all made appearances. Cars, I was told, signalled officers. The 
only heavy military traffic was a convoy of six APCs, which 
came on at high speed. There were no tanks. It was decided 
that we would return the next morning. 

On the way back to the jebha I ducked into a local shop long 
enough to stock up on biscuits and nuts with which to enliven 
our regular but mOJ)Otonous meals . It was a general store and 
carried only the basics, but even so I was impressed by the 
international flavor of the merchandise. There were Russian 
matches - naturally - but several brands of American 
cigarettes. There were batteries from Japan, medicines from 
Pakistan, and, tucked away with the Afghan-made shampoo, 
hand creams from both East and West Germany. 

There were plenty of women and children in this quarter and 
no signs that it had been bombarded. Jamaluddin claimed the 
residents were all supporters of the mujahideen. He conceded, 
however, that it was wise to bear in mind the possibility of 
Khalqi (communist party member) spies or even paid informers 
lurking in the area. 

That night, as we sipped our tea after dinner, conversation 
was dramatically interrupted by the incoming whoosh of a 
rocket, probably launched from the kampun. Even as we 
stumbled over each other racing for the safety of an 
underground bunker, the house shook from the impact of the 
explosion. A close one. The crater in the adjacent vineyard was 
25 meters from the house. 

By 0600 the next day we were on the march without 
breakfast, an uncomfortable but not uncommon experience in 
Afghanistan. An hour later we were picnicking in the orchard 
near Durahi . That is an uncommon treat, and one made slightly 
surreal by the floorshow of Soviet tanks and armor rolling by as 
we feasted on bread, grapes, and tea. 

For more than two hours tanks and APCs paraded back and 
forth. They were moving fast, but their crew members were 
always in plain sight, seemingly oblivious to the danger of an 
ambush. At the DRA checkpoint a column of tanks pulled up 
alongside public buses and trucks , and the crews clambered 
about their machines devoid of caution. They would have 
presented an inviting target had the muj been an attacking force. 

Even seen from a distance, a tank is an impressive killing 
machine, but viewed close up and on the move, it is truly 
awesome. Especially when it is close enough for you to see the 
crew and realize that their mission is to shoot the man who is 
pouring your tea. And you. 

Jamaluddin, the author's escort during much of his trip, checks out 
a surface-to-surface rocket which did not explode on impact. 
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And open fire they did. Barely 30 minutes after we vacated 
the orchard tanks straffed the area with machine-gun fire , 
killing a woman, wounding a child, and damaging 10 houses . 
Jamaluddin learned that government informers had notified the 
guards at the checkpoint that Francivi - French - were 
present and taking pictures. 

We had since disappeared into the maze of abandoned houses 
which borders the inner defensive belt. A field of tobacco, a 

· dead horse , and a large marijuana plant were all that remained 
among the bombed-out ruins. Squatting on a carpet of discarded 
machine gun cartridge cases and peering through a hole in a 
wall I could see a twin-barrelled 20mm cannon. The gunner 
was pacing about under a fluttering DRA flag. He was on the 
other side of a field of antipersonnel mines, only shouting 
distance away . I resisted the temptation . 

Incredibly , however, he seemed to be yelling at me. Then I 
realized it was the sound of a loudspeaker broadcasting in 
Pashto from a nearby bazaar. 

The message echoed DRA leader Dr. Najib's plea for 
national reconciliation: " Come and join us and let the Afghans 
be one. The Russians, who are in any case our brothers, will 
then go home. Come, and make peace." 

The mujahideen weren't buying it. " Lies, all lies," they 
said. From somewhere in Mahlajat a more volatile expression of 
disagreement was aired. An 82mm mortar opened up on the 
camarband. 
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Things were hotting up; time for us to go . 
We retreated to the safety of the wooded fields and 

quick-stepped it to the muj camp. But not quite quickly enough. 
A hail of machine-gun fire from the defensive belt showered us 
with a confetti of overhanging branches and leaves and sent me 
diving face down into the grass. Jamaluddin urged me on to a 
relatively sheltered position nearby. Macabre irony: It was a 
cemetery full of mujahideen martyrs killed in the jihad. 

Mujahideen at Argandab show off a Chinese-made BM-12 rocket 
launcher. 
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Even the "white-beards," as Afghans sometimes call the elderly, 
have taken up arms against the Soviets. 

Exiting Mahlajat we could see a rising column of black 
smoke which marked the progress of a muj rocket attack on a 
nearby DRA army base. Once through the pass we flagged 
down a passing van full of muj. They were jubilant; they had 
just knocked out a tank. 

The van ride cut our walk to Narkuneh south of the outer 
camarband in half. With winter coming on most of commandant 
Abdul Khaliq' s men had retired to Pakistan for rest and 
recreation, while those remaining were digging an underground 
bunker. The night lights from government posts in Kandahar 
city were visible from the roof of our camp. Scarlet tracers 
etched the exchange of fire between combatants. The fighting 
never dies in Kandahar - only people. 

Even though only three mujahideen groups in the Kandahar 
area had the deadly Stinger heat-seeking antiaircraft missile, its 
presence had forced the Soviets to revise their bombing tactics . 
Rocket-firing helicopter gunships (a plague over the city during 
my previous visit) had disappeared completely. Jets still 
bombed, but now the pilots covered their arses with strings of 
magnesium flares dropped at intervals. They dotted the sky like 
fireflies , their heat designed to draw off missiles. 

"A week-long festival of Soviet-Afghan friendship," as 
Radio Moscow put it, had just ended in Kabul when Mahlajat 
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was subjected to a week of bombing. Formations of up to eight 
jets flew four raids a day . Mujahideen positions were also 
threatened by tank attacks . We set out to join a counter
offensive against the outer camarband. 

The sector of the defensive belt which bisects the road from 
Narkuneh to Mahlajat consists of a qaragah (base) with nine 
subsidiary posts , each of which is manned by up to 25 Soviet 
and 45 DRA soldiers. Of the Afghans, about half were sarboz 
(professional soldiers) and half were askar (recruits) . The latter 
were generally press-ganged into unpopular service and used for 
truck driving and manual labor such as carrying ammunition or 
digging trenches. 

The second sector continues to the Soviet airbase and all 
these posts were said to be manned solely by Soviet troops. All 
posts are linked by telephone, radio and road and defended with 
tanks, mortars, heavy machine guns and gardens of 
antipersonnel mines . 

Kandahar mujahideen military tactics are fairly simple, using 
either hit-and-run harrassment from independently operating 
groups or coordinated assaults designed to overrun posts and 
capture the munitions. However even the hit-and-run attacks, 
which give the impression of a haphazard expenditure of effort, 
are loosely structured into an overall scheme through the 
continual liaison between the various camp commandants. 

We joined eight Jamiat mujahideen on one such operation , an 
attack against one of the nine Afghan posts. Conditions were 
reminiscent of a World War I battlefield , not only for the 
generalized destruction and desolation but also for the extensive 
network of deep trenches which ran parallel to the camarband. 
The target was barely visible above the surface of the ground. 

The trenches were up to two meters deep in places and 
afforded valuable concealment in approaching the target. They 
also minimized exposure during the attack, which our group 
began by squeezing off a round from a shoulder-fired 82mm 
recoilless rifle. 

"Allah-o-Akhbar," they chorused with the first shot, then 
prudently retreated to the shelter of a bunker in anticipation of 
return fire. 

There was no return fire , however, and the attack proceeded 
with several RPG rounds, backed up by full-auto bursts from 
their AKMs. 

Recoilless rifle and RPG rounds are used with lethal effect 
against the defensive belts ' fortified outposts. In comparison the 
AK fire is relatively harmless, unless the defenders are foolish 
enough to allow themselves to be caught in the open. 

The real value of the AKM in Kandahar is that it gives each 
individual the physical means to participate personally in the 
jihad, thereby satisfying his sense of both honor and duty. This 
was particularly evident during the attack on the outpost, as 
most of the mujahideen were firing blindly into the air. 

Continued on page 70 

Muj prepares to launch a 107mm Chinese rocket at government 
base guarding Kandahar. For close-in work, the rockets are laid 
flat on the nearest wall, and elevation is adjusted with the handiest 
rock. 
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Ro bar's 
Ultimate 
Alley Cleaner 

Text & Photos by 
Peter G. Kokalis 

' 'THE best alley cleaner of all." So 
the late Elmer Keith once referred 

to the shotgun. During the Malayan coun
terinsurgency conflict and in Vietnam as 
well, it often armed the vulnerable point 
man and provided ambush response. Within 
the framework of its limitations, and max
imizing its salient characteristics, the com
bat shotgun with its multiple-projectile 
ammunition provides short-range lethality 
matched by no other firearm. 

One of the most successful slide-action 
shotguns ever enlisted for military and law 
enforcement applications is the venerable 
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Nothing is more intimidating than the 
. 729-inch bore of a 12-gauge combat 
shotgun - except for what comes out of its 
muzzle. 

Remington Model 870. 
Its method of locked-breech operation 

has been taken from the John Browning
designed Model 11 semiautomatic shotgun. 
When in battery , the bolt remains locked to 
the barrel by means of a locking block with
in the bolt body, which engages a recess in 
the barrel extension. Receiver strength is 
not critical in this system as the recoil forces 
are mostly absorbed by the bolt assembly 
and barrel extension. 

A steel slide, to which has been attached a 
stepped lug (also housed within the bolt 
body), is mated to twin action bars attached 
to the forearm. When the slide is racked 
forward, the front step on this lug moves 
under the front end of the locking block and 
pivots it upward to engage its forward pro
jection in the recess on top of the barrel 
extension. After firing , when the forearm is 
manually driven rearward, the slide moves 
back through about '/2-inch of free travel, 
after which the locking block drops down
ward to unlock the action. Completion of 
the rearward cycle by the operator will draw 

all of the reciprocating parts to the rear and 
eject the empty shell out the ejection port on 
the right side of the receiver. 

The trigger mechanism' s disconnector, 
which requires the trigger to be released 
between each shot, can be actuated both 
manually by depressing the action-bar lock 
button and by the fall of the hammer. There 
is a standard cross-bolt type safety at the 
rear of the alloy trigger guard . 

Remington Model 870 Police Guns are 
equipped with 3-inch Magnum chambers 
and either 20-inch or 18-inch cylinder bore 
(no choke) barrels . I would select the 20-
inch tube as it provides an extra shell with 
extended magazines and marginally supe
rior performance with rifled slugs. These 
guns weigh approximately 7 pounds , emp
ty , and with a 20-inch barrel the overall 
length is 40.25 inches. 

All of this is fine, as far as it goes, but 
with the most dangerous prey in mind, we 
need to maximize reliability , enhance 
accuracy , and increase the speed with which 
the weapon can be employed . When the 
target shoots back, you can ' t afford to com
promise on your equipment. 

Once again, we turned to Robbie Barrk
man (See "Streetwise Colt .45 ," SOF, De
cember '87), an acknowledged expert in the 
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SOI~ COMBAT SHOTGUNS 

REMINGTON'S 
DEL 870 

combat shotgun. This fourth-generation na
tive of the Republic of South Africa now 
operates an impressive gunsmithing and 
plating facility in the Arizona desert (Robert 
A. Barrkman, The Robar Companies, Inc. , 
Dept. SOF, Suite B, 21438 N. 7th Avenue, 
Phoenix , AZ 85027; phone: (602) 581-
2648), where his work on combat shotguns 
has been highly acclaimed. 

Our first attention was directed to the 
sights, as we need target acquisition at 
close-range buckshot distances, and accura
cy for the long-range capability of rifled 
slugs. To date, there is nothing better for 
this purpose than the so-called'' ghost ring'' 
sight popularized by Jeff Cooper. This is 
nothing more than a Williams aluminum 
peep aperture rear sight installed without an 
aperture disc. The disc housing then serves 
as a large aperture that provides a shadow
like effect with extremely fast sight align
ment, without compromising the require
ments for precision with rifled_ slugs. This 
was matched with Robar' s combat shotgun 
front sight - a blade-type with serrated 
ramp- which is machined from barstock to 
blade thickness of .130 inch and silver sol
dered to the barrel in place of the factory 
bead. 

While cylinder bore barrels are best for 
rifled slugs, they usually produce poor pat
terns with multiple shot loads. During the 
tum of the century, Russian designers at the 
Tula Arsenal developed what is now called 
"jug choking" to open patterns for trap 
shooters . The process involves machining a 
ramped recess , or chamber, in the bore at 
the muzzle end of the barrel. By changing 
the angle of the chamber's front ramp 
Barrkman has been able to achieve the 
opposite effect. When the buckshot moves 
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FIELDSTRIPPING 
THE MODEL 870 

There are few tricks involved in dis
assembly of the Model 870 series shot
gun. First empty the magazine tube and 
clear the weapon. Set the cross-bolt to 
safe. Rack the action rearward slightly to 
disengage the locking block from the 
barrel extension. Remove the front sling 
swivel assembly. Grasp the magazine 
extension tube by its knurled ring and 
turn it counterclockwise to separate it 
from the magazine tube. Remove the 
follower spring. Tilt the gun downward 
and the follower will drop out the end of 

Robbie Barrkman's 12-gauge combat 
shotgun has been modified with all the right 
ingredients for street sweeping: " ghost 
ring" sights, extended magazine tube, 
jug-choked bore, relieved forcing cone, 
re-worked trigger and action, sling swivels, 
rounded recoil pad and low-profile black 
chrome sulfide finish. 

I 1 

Robar combat shotgun, fieldstripped. 

the magazine tube. Pull the barrel away 
from the receiver. Insert your finger 
through the underside of the receiver and 
depress the left shell stop. Move the bolt 
group and action arms out toward the 
front. Separate the slide and bolt group 
from the action arms after they are clear 
of the receiver. Use a small drift to push 
out the trigger mechanism's retaining 
pins and s~parate the trigger housing 
from the receiver. No further disassem
bly is usually required. After cleaning 
and lubrication, re-assemble in the re
verse order. 

into this chamber, the pattern opens up. As 
the buckshot impacts on the chamber's front 
ramp, it's constricted and leaves the muzzle 
with a full choke pattern. The length of this 
recess is critical. If it' s too long, it will 
de-stabilize slugs fired through the barrel. 
Furthermore, it can't be too close to the 
muzzle as we need sufficient bearing sur
face to retain whatever pathetic aerodyna
mic qualities these 437-grain pumpkins pos
sess. Correctly executed, jug choking will 
yield maximum potential with both slugs 
and pellets. 

Barrkman also relieved the forcing cone. 
There are two benefits to this modification. 
It permits the shell's crimp to open com
pletely and stretch the chamber pressure's 
peak. As this peak on the pressure curve 

Continued on page 76 
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SOI~ COUNTERINSURGENCY 

Guatemalan Specia_I Forces 
Gut Marxist Insurgency 
by Morgan Tanner 
Photos by David Bjorkman 

I N late 1987 the Guatemalan military 
launched an escalated offensive into an 

area called the "Ho Chi Minh Trail" by the 
country's Marxist insurgents. For nearly a 
decade the rebels have controlled the civil
ian Indian population in the isolated moun
tains of Quiche, 200 kilometers north of 
Guatemala City. Army patrols have chipped 
away at this guerrilla stronghold since 1982 
with little lasting progress. Any gain the 
soldiers made was lost the moment they 
turned back toward base. " This is the sub
versive' s last sanctuary," Minister of De
fense General Hector Gramajo, who heads 
the army, said. "Our offensive here means 
the beginning of the end." 

The Kaibil Balam Task Force, the latest 
offensive in the army's 28-year campaign 
against the Marxist insurgents, has an effec
tive twist. Military operations are being 
staged in tandem with the efforts of Civil 
Affairs, a special forces unit that, besides its 
combat duties, also works to win the confi
dence of rural Indians in order to minimize 
military and civilian casualties. Civil 
Affairs personnel also handle the temporary 
food, clothing, shelter, and medical needs 
of both the armed guerrillas who ask for 
amnesty and their passive supporters. As a 
result of this combined effort, more than 
2,000 people presented themselves to the 

army for amnesty from September 1987, 
when the offensive began, until 

January 1988. Areas historically 
controlled by the rebels are on 

the verge of being integrated 
into the country's democratic 

system. 

Guatemalan soldiers from 
Military Zone (MZ) 20 search for 
Guatemalan Army of the Poor (EGP) 
guerrillas in a Bell 4-12 helicopter 
near the road from Nebaj to Chajul 
in the Ixil Triangle of the Depart
ment of Quiche. Weapons are the 
Galil 5.56mm SAR and M60D 
machine gun in 7.62x51mm NATO. 

"Always in the past, our army patrols 
went into the mountains, then left, always 
sustaining casualties," said one combat 
officer, who spoke on the condition that he 
remain anonymous. He is identified here as 

INTREPID NEWS 
HUNTER 

Morgan Tanner is a correspondent for 
National News Service with more than 
10 years' experience covering foreign 
conflicts, and has been working out of 
Central America since 1982. Tanner's 
previous articles in Soldier of Fortune 
include, "Wanted, Bounty Hunter 
Brings 'Em Back Alive," September 
'85 , "Guatemala's Paracaidistas, " 
October '87, and "Passing the Torch in 
Nicaragua, " in the SOF Action Series: 
Soldiers of Freedom, February '87. 
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El Zorro (The Fox). ''The guerrillas created 
the myth that their sanctuary here was im
penetrable and that they were invincible . 
But the last three months have changed all 
this. Now the guerrillas are worried because 
the army is not leaving the mountains, but 
their civilian support is ." 

In 1981, Guatemala's Marxist guerrillas 
controlled roughly one third of the country. 
Their ranks were estimated at 1,000,000 
strong, with 12,000 armed members, com-

REAL HERO: 
JODY DUNCAN 

In an isolated town in northern Guate
mala, Jody Duncan pushes a curved nee
dle through the skin of an Indian boy 
about eight years old. A couple of stitch
es mend the bloody gap in his eyebrow. 
A torrent of words drawled in her Texas
accented Spanish soothes his fear; 

' 'We try to get them to go to the hos
pital," she tells me inside the dingy 
military infirmary, rummaging through 
her bag for a bottle of antibiotic , "but 
people here think the hospital is a place 
you go to die. That's because they wait 
so Jong to go, and their problems be
come too advanced." It's also because 
the bureaucracy is intimidating to them, 
and because they would have to· walk 
more than a mile beyond tow!). to the 
hospital. 

The boy's unele takes the antibiotic , 
nodding his head at Jody's instructions 
about dosage. He thanks Jody with smil
ing eyes, as do tile hundreds of rural 
Indians Jody has helped with the medi
cines. and supplies from the Air Com
mando Association (ACA). We step out 
into a dirt street on our way to the army 
base. A woman stops Jody and hands her 
a sweet potato. 

''Her son had boils on both legs so bad 
you could see the bone," Jody explains. 
"I thc;mght they might have to be ampu
tated, but I gave him antibiotics and 
taught her how to wash the infection. 
Now he's fine , all except for the scars. 
This is her way of thanking me.'.' 
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Guatemalan army patrol in Quiche, armed 
with Galils (front and rear) and a FN MAG 
58 (center), watch for signs of ambush and 
boobytraps. 

pared to the military's 19,000 soldiers. Cit
ing human rights abuses, Jimmy Carter cut 
military aid to Guatemala in 1976. (Some 
officers believe the reason for the aid 
embargo was because the CIA told Carter 
that Guatemala was planning to take over 

In the three years that she's been in 
Guatemala, Jody has conducted dozens 
of MEDCAP (Medical Civilian Action 
Program) clinics in rural villages . It's 
shade-tree medicine - basic, simple 
treatments, usually staged under a tree or 
on a porch to handle the long lines of 
people. Working with volunteer nurses 
and doctors, a medic, or a nurse from the 
health center, Jody can provide medi
cines to 500 people a day. "Most have 
problems caused by poor nutrition and 
sanitation," she says . "If they don't 
have anything else wrong, they probably 
have a belly full of worms and a cold." 

But Jody's job took an added dimen
sion in late 1987: She began supplying 
medicines for the more than 2,00@ 
homeless people who deserted Guate
mala's Marxist insurgents when the 
army launched an offensive into the · 
mountains. Most of the displaced have 
been under guerrilla control for fiv.e or 
more years. The younger children have 
never seen an outsider, and families 
have lived in extreme poverty so long 
they have nothing but the ragged clothes 
they wear. The army's Civil Affairs 
troops give them clean clothes of their 
colorful native dress, food and· shelter. 
Jody gives them medicine <md wishes. 
she could do more . 

"They need so much ," she sighs. "I 
once asked an officer I trusted if he 
thought our efforts are worthwhile. He 
said, 'Yes, definitely. When people see 
you hug and care for their children, it 
makes a lie o:f the communist propagan
da that ~ingos are killing them.' '' 

Belize.) The army had only aging equip
ment and its ingenuity to fight the guerrillas. 
The situation, the military acknowledges 
today, was desperate. 

''As a result, we developed a new doc
trine,'' said Colonel Roberto Letona, head 
of the army's department of information. 
"Some officers still wanted to kill guerril
las, others wanted to control the terrain, and 
others wanted to fight for the hearts and 
minds of the people. We decided to try to 
win the people." 

The plan began with "Victory '82 ," 
which officially set military priorities as 
defending the civilian population first, 
trying to convert enemy collaborators 
second, and killing guerrillas third . From 
that doctrine grew Civil Affairs, a mul
tilevel psychological operation charged 
with attending the needs of civilians in areas 
tom by conflict. " We had to convince our 
officers that it was more important to sacri
fice military objectives to protect the peo
ple. Then we had to demonstrate to the 
civilians that the guerrillas are liars , ' ' Leto
na added. 

We headed north to Nebaj to see in action 
the Civil Affairs units the military claims 
are Guatemala's "secret weapon." Flying 

A soldier intercepts us to tell Jody that 
a truck is heading for Salquil, and will 
take any medicine she has ready. Jody 
supplies. medicine for the Catholic nuns 
in Salquil to give to the moFe than 100 
displaced people w\lo are temporarily 
shelterea there by the army. 

"Can you get a couple of men to pick 
it up?" she asks. 

The soldier nods, and we hurry to her 
storeroom to prepare two big boxes of 
suf1plies . The high-ceilinged room is 
stone cold from the chill of its adobe 
walls. It smells. fain~ly acrid from the 
medicines. In the dim light of a naked 
60-watt bulb, I can see her one-room 
Ii ving quarters behin.d the storeroom - a 
corner table holding makeup and an 
electric coffee pot, and an electric blank
et neatly covers the li>ottom berth of a 
metal bunk becl. 

Jody moves methodically among the 
stacked cartons of supplies with a slight 
limp - the result of polio when she was 
two years old. She has twisted her brown 
hair into a roll, and.when a soldier,comes 
to Cl:UT)' the supplies, her face lights up 
with a big, Tex;is-friendly smile. She 
adds a few bottles of analgesics and 
cough syrups to the .):>oxes and white
and-orange antibiotjc capsules bagged in 
plastic like Halloween candy. But she 
bas mme of the medicines· that kill 
woFms and lice - probably because 
they aren't used much in the United 
States. "When the displaced come in, 
they're hungry, they have vitamin de
ficiencies, and they have worms, sca
bies, lice, and skin infections from fly 
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in when the fog lifted, we reached the com
mand post of the Kaibil Balam on our first 
attempt - something we wouldn't later be 
able to do despite repeated attempts. Opera
tions for this offensive have been moved to 
Nebaj , an Indian town 6,500 feet in the 
mountains. Although Guatemala is smaller 
than Ohio, distance here is measured not in 
kilometers but in the time it takes to travel 
across the peaks and gorges that dissect the 
country. On a good day, Nebaj is three 
hours from Military Zone 20 via a rutted, 
narrow road - part dirt, part cobblestone 
- that fords streams and winds around 
switchbacks. Other than Pepsi and military 
trucks, few vehicles try it. But fog and rain 

bites they' ve scratched with dirty fmger
nails," she says. 

Occasionally an a'.nnyoffid~r or some
one from home gives her a l.ittle money 
to buy the insecticide Lindane. A little 
stirred into shampoo kills head lice, and 
mixed with cooking oil it kills the sca
bies mites that burrow under the skin. 
With $100 she can buy enough pills to 
rid 400 patients of worms. She also 
needs dental instruments that can be 
used by qualified volunteer dentists, as 
well as multivitamins. 

By using mainly donatedmedicines 
and volunteers' help, ACA has supplied 
millions of dollars worth of medicines to 
Guatemalan civilians - more than 
12,000 pounds of supplies late in 1987. 
The donated supplies are shipped with
out charge from New Orleans to Guate
mala. In Guatemala , Civil Affairs 
arranges for in-country transportation. 
ACA personnel inventory incoming 
goods, and upon written request from 
health centers, distribute them for civ
lian use. 

Jody had lived in Guatemala at her 
own expense until ACA recently began 
giving her a $100-a-month stipend. Civil 
Affairs provides her food and lodging, 
as well as air transportation from the 
United States for her and ACA volunteer 
doctors and nurses. 

Nearly 60 volunteers have worked for 
ACA in Guatemala, but life on an army 
outpost is austere, and only Jody has 
remained. In Nebaj, volunteers are with
out a salary and creature colnforts. At 
the base, where we go to sit and drink a 
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are the usual conditions, which preclude 
chopper traffic. 

We hitched a ride to Nebaj on a Vietnam
era Huey from Guatemala's small , aging 
fleet of aircraft- Aravas, C-47s , and A-37 
Dragonfly bombers. Within minutes of our 

Jody Duncan shot in helicopter. (Left) 
Fifteen rounds hit the chopper with Jody 
catching four of them, two in the upper leg 
and two in the lower leg cutting out two 
inches of bone. (Center) After instructing 
the soldiers to set up a tourniquet on her 
leg, Jody Duncan tells an officer to 
administer a painkiller in her left arm. 
(Right) Finally, Jody being unloaded from 
chopper at the hospital at Playa Grande. 

mid-afternoon cup of coffee, the kitchen 
walls are soot-covered from the cooking 
fir~, the dishwater is freezing, and the 
kettles are scrubbed with sand. Then 
there are the ever-present weapons -
which horrify some Americans - and 
the stress of working near a guerrilla war. 

"I've never felt I was in danger 
here," Jody says, ignoring a pack of 
Guatemalan cigarettes and pulling a 
Marlboro from my pack. "Sometimes 
I've had my medicines ready to go to one 
village, then had to go to another be
cause of fighting near the first . I've 
wanted to go to Bicalama, where people 
need me so badly , but the army tells me 
it's not secure enough." 

The day Jody arrived in Nebaj in Janu
ary 1985, a woman from a nearby village 
came in with a bullet wound. In March, a 
soldier in the corps of engineers was 
killed by a Claymore mine just outside 
Nebaj. In January 1986, 300 terrorists 
attacked the airstrip only five kilometers 
away. ButJodydoesn'trattleeasily. Her . 
father was career Air Force, she has 
lived in Laos, and in the States she has 
worked as a paramedic. Still , war 
seemed impersonal to her until some 
friends of hers in the Guatemalan army 
were killed and she helped clean the 
bodies for transport. 

''I did a Jot of thinking about dying,'' 
she recalls. " It gives you an empty feel
ing in the pit of your stomach. But with 
time and experience, I realized how im-' 
port.ant the program here is - not only 
for the people I treat, but for the future of 
the ~United States. There's no greater 

liftoff the sprawling metropolis of Guate
mala City blended into cornfields, which 
yielded to forests of pine trees as dense as 
hair on a husky. The twin-engine chopper 
flew through a 10,000-foot pass where the 
insurgents sometimes shoot down into the 
craft from their high mountain positions. 
But there was no gunfire today. Then, sud
denly , we were approaching Nebaj, which 
lies in a steep-sided valley. 

Chopper landings here are common now. 
But Nebaj , the largest of three Indian towns 
that comprise the lxil Triangle (pronounced 
ee-shil) , was hard won by the army. When it 
was captured from the guerrillas in 1983, 
enemy marksmen sniped at the soldiers 

feeling than when a woman brings you a 
sick baby to treat , then brings the baby 
back later and it's healthy. But more 
than that, I feel that if Guatem~a were to 
fall, there's only Mexico between here 
and Texas - and I come from south 
Texas! 

''I came here knowing this is an area 
of conflict, ,so that didn't surprise me. It 
was when I started going out to villages 
in armored trucks and they gave me a 
flak jacket to wear that I became more 
aware of the immediate danger. That's 
when I started thinking I could die here. I 
was 39, I don't have children, and I 
didn't expect to be a special target be
cause of the negative international reper
cussions. But I knew I could be killed by 
something as impersonal as a Claymore. 

''I finally decided that if I were killed 
here it would have been worth it - that 
I'd rather die doing something I enjoy 
than get killed in a convenience store 
shootout, which could happen even in a 
peaceful little town like Rockport, 
Texas.' ' 

She stubs the cigarette out on the 
kitchen's concrete floor. "There's a lot 
of routine work here. There's nothing 
romantic about it, and sometimes it's 
heartbreaking. Babies pee on me, and I 
scratch all the way home from the 
psychological effect of being around lice 
and scabies. But here, we work against 
the communists without preaching -
witlfout asking for any kind of allegiance 
or money from the people - just by 
helping." 
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from the church bell tower. Army patrols 
were routinely ambushed upon leaving 
town until someone figured out that the 
church bell always tolled when the troops 
left. Even today, army personnel don ' t 
travel the town perimeter without an escort. 

Historically , the Guatemalan govern
ment has largely ignored the Ixil Indians in 
their mountain enclave. Roads are few and 
poor, most of the Indians don't understand 
Spanish, and although Nebaj has electricity, 
it has never been connected to the rest of the 
country by telephone. The guerrillas gained 
an undisputed foothold both ideologically 
and logistically among the isolated popula
tion . ''The problems of rural Guatemala had 
been faced only militarily , and not socially, 
politically and economically until 1981 ," 
El Zorro said . " Of course , the insurgents 
took advantage of that.'' 

Vicente , a 15-year-old who ran messages 
between the armed guerrilla camps before 
he saw an army patrol and asked for amnes
ty, told me his family and neighbors joined 
the guerrillas willingly at first, and then 
stayed under fear of death. " We could see 
the lights of 'Nebaj from our village ," he 
said, "but the guerrillas told us that the 
army had killed everyone in the city and the 
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lights were an army trick to lure us in so they 
could ki II us. " 

Since then , the support of the Indians, 
who comprise about 60 percent of the 
population , has taken on new importance to 
the army . In fact, the task force Kaibil 

ABOVE: Convoy of soldiers fr:om MZ 20 
base. Armed with standard Galils, these 
soldiers are constant targets for guerrillas 
who mine the road or plant homemade 
Claymore-type mines. The soldier closest to 
camera is carrying the Galil 5.56mm ARM 
assault rifle with folding stock, bipod and 
carrying handle. 

LEFT: Soldier from MZ 20 displays 
captured guerrilla weapons. Among them 
are M16s from Vietnam, FN FALs in 
7.62x51mm, Ml Garands, and an 
assortment of shotguns and .22 rifles, along 
with a motley selection of pistols, including 
some .38 caliber revolvers taken from dead 
policemen. There are also homemade 
grenades, mines and Claymore-type mines. 
The soldier holds a 16-gauge single-shot 
shotgun that was manufactured by 
guerrillas in different villages. The water 
pipe barrel is fabricated in one region, the 
aluminum bolt and receiver in another, the 
pine stock in a third, and the weapon is 
assembled in a fourth region. 

Balam is named for an Indian folk hero , and 
translated loosely from Mayan means "cun
ning tiger." 

From the landing pad , we hiked two 
blocks to the army compound, an old but 
neat adobe , built Spanish style around a big 
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courtyard. Soldiers were watching a home
made VCR tape of a weapons demonstra
tion at Camp Pendleton. An American 
woman hurried past us. ''I'll be back as 
soon as I get some boxes from the store
room, " Jody Duncan said in her Texas 
drawl. 

The chopper was going on to an outlying 
Civil Affairs health center that needs medi
cine and would take whatever Jody could 
get ready before it left. As representative of 
the Air Commando Association (ACA), 
Jody oversees the distribution of medical 
supplies donated for civilians in conflicted 
areas of Guatemala. " Jody is the first per
son who came to help and stayed,'' Lacho, a 
combat officer, told me. 

Inside the base war room, we pulled met
al folding chairs up in front of a floor-to
ceiling topographical map , and Lacho (his 
nom de guerre) and El Zorro briefed us on 
the situation. We were accepted here be
cause we are with Soldier of Fortune. The 
military has been badly burned by the leftist 
press but knows that SOF will give them a 
fair hearing. 

Black and orange lines mark boundaries 
on the map of the Kaibil Balam battle zone. 
It stretches from the Chixoy River in 
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RIGHT: Vincente, 15, was forced to serve 
as a messenger for the EGP, running notes 
and small goods between the guerrillas' 
dispersed platoons. He tried to defect three 
times, and was always forced to return. 
Finally, he saw an army patrol and turned 
himself in to them. The patrol flew him by 
chopper to the base in Nebaj. It was during 
his debriefing that the army realized how 
valuable was his information, and asked 
him to go show the location of the EGP 
dispersed platoons to the army. Vicente 
received pay, food and a bedroll, which was 
more than he had ever received from the 
EGP. He went on five missions before he 
was wounded in a firefight in November 
1987. Since his family has not been located, 
he has become a permanent resident of the 
army base (rather than a refugee shelter). 
His valor is appreciated and applauded by 
the officers, even though they will not let 
him go back into the war because he is too 
young. 

Quiche, to the frontier of Mexico on. the 
north , and from Huehuetenango in the west, 
a major city on the Pan American Highway, 
to Coban in the east - 7 ,600 square kilo
meters from Nebaj to the border. The com
mand post here coordinates the offensive 
with its northern counterpart in Playa 
Grande, which sits in a tropical jungle the 
insurgents call "Indochina." 

' 'We estimate there are 200 to 400 armed 
members of the EGP (Guatemalan Army of 
the Poor) in our area, with 6,000 people 
under their control ," El Zorro said . Accord
ing to army intelligence, on 12 August 1987 
the insurgents received a shipment of arms , 
although the number of weapons is un
known. Officials estimate there are 900 to 
1,000 armed insurgents in Guatemala, with 
Organization of People in Arms (ORP A) 
fighting in Solala near Lake Atitlan, and in 
the west coast area of San Marcos . 

Here in the Ixil region, the military fights 
the EGP' s 19th of January Column and 31st 
of January Column. " There are 100 men in 
a company," Maria Lopez Brito, a former 
armed guerrilla, explained. " The first 
squad is advance combat, the second flank , 
and the third is to recover the dead and 
wounded and the weapons . I was assigned 

BELOW: Evening meal distribution in 
Salquil. Civil Affairs realized after many 
failures that the Indians do not respect 
things that are given to them for free. Now, 
to rebuild the resettlement villages, the 
army supplies materials and inhabitants 
perform actual labor. Another refinement of 
this policy is that Indians are paid for their 
labors in food, thereby ensuring that each 
family will be fed properly. Earlier 
experiments in paying the Indians money 
for their labors resulted in the cash being 
used to purchase liquor instead of food. 
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to a camp that maintained our perimeter. I 
carried a Galil and 120 rounds of ammo." 
(The Israeli-made 5.56mm Galil is standard 
issue to soldiers in the Guatemalan army, 
and prized plunder for the guerrillas when 
they can be recovered after a firefight.) 

At the top of the Marxist political orga
nization are the directors of Guatemalan 
National Revolutionary Unity (URNG), the 
umbrella organization that includes EGP, 
ORPA and FAR. Then there are numerous 
structural levels down to the local committees, 
cells, family cells, and collaborators . " Some 
of this infrastructure has been fractured by the 
Kaibil Balarn," El Zorro explained. 

The insurgents' thousands of supporters 
are known as the Committee of Popular 
Resistance (CPR). They grow and cache 
food for the guerrillas, carry their supplies 
and messages , and retrieve their dead after a 
firefight. " The CPR has its farms," El Zor
ro explained , " but its roosters can ' t crow. 
They are muted to keep us from discovering 
their location." 

In the field, the army's main problem is 

INTERVIEW WITH 
GENERAL0EDUARDO 

WOLHERS 
General Eduardo Wolhers, comman

der of the Guatemalan air force, served 
as the head of Civil Affairs until 1 April 
1987, and helped author the current 
Civil Affairs doctrine. · 

SOF:The army refers ' to Civil 
Affairs as its "secret Vfeapon" and is 
obviously very p}oud of it. What 
makes it different from'what the army 
~as done in the past? 

GENERAL WOLHERS: Civil 
Affairs is pledged to attend the needs of 
people in areas of conflict: Throughout 
history , the government had never 
addressed the problyms of rural people, 
and the terrorists were exploiting the fact 
to gain support. Helping solve these 
problems is a way to win the war by getting 
more support for the .government. 

SOF: Can you givec41s s.ome back-
"' '10t 
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ABOVE: Training session at MZ 20 base 
rifle range. Soldiers must hit stationary 
targets with three-round bursts before 
moving to next obstacle. 

the terrain . The forested wilderness is knife
pleated into canyons and ridges , and the 
guerrillas have the advantage of using Indi
an guides descended from the area's origi
nal Mayan inhabitants. " It's a different type 
of war than in Nicaragua," El Zorro said . 
"In Nicaragua, neither side knows the ter
rain. Here, the subversives know it like the 
back of their hand. " 

Army patrols suffer the psychological 
strain of hit-and-run sniping and harassment 
tactics . The guerrillas strive to seem like 
invisible forest predators and leave behind 
no evidence that would give the soldiers a 
sense of victory. After a firefight , CPR 
members scour the field for weapons and 
cart away guerrilla dead and wounded . The 
soldiers must gauge their success by the 
screams of the fallen and pools of dark 
blood that stain' the dirt . 

Tu "{: 
ground on how it developed? 
· WC>LH.ERS:' We had a social program 

called Civic Action, but when Carter cut 
aid to Guatemala in 1976, it almost dis
appeared. Civic Action was based on the 
Marshall Plan, which historically had 
been applied by a foreign army, usually 
to show that the army wasn't so bad. 

We applied it for 15 or 16 years, but 
the reaction wasn't as good as we ex
~ctep b~ause the program was pater
nalistic arld didn't involve the commun
ity. The problem was that we weren 't''Jv 
occupying the territory . We would build ·· 
a schoel, and it would be burned by the 
terrorists. So we began giving people 
technical advice and materials, and in
structing them on how to build what they 
needed. And since they built it, they 
protected it. We learned that people 
appreciate only what is difficult to get. 

In August 1983, we created the first 
organic Central American (Civil 
Affags) units in the army. Then in May 

tr~· & ' ' :·:«-1'#' 

In this vast wilderness , chopper support 
is vital to ground operations but unpredict
able because of capricious fog and winds . 
When the choppers can fly , they are dis
abled by enemy ground fire faster than they 
can be fixed. (While we were being briefed, 
the chopper delivering Jody ' s medicine 
took a shot in the rotor, stopped in Nebaj to 
unload, and returned to Guatemala City for 
repairs.) Supplies in the field are usually 
limited to what the patrols can carry with 
them, and wounded soldiers often die while 
waiting to be evacuated. ' 'Obviously , it cre
ates a morale problem," one officer said. 
"It's bad enough to see your companion 
wounded, but to have them die without help 
is very difficult . '' 

The topo map is also coded with Xs and 

Member of Civil Patrol guarding 
400-year-old bridge on main road from 
Quiche capital to Guatemala City. Weapon 
is World War II-vintage Mauser. 

1986, we put our experienc'e to work for 
us by opening a school to train our people. 

SOF: 'How do the units actually 
function in the field? 

WOLHERS: Our troops plan and 
manage small projects , and coach kids in 
sports such as volleyball and soccer to 
integrate them into society. They also 
talk with villagers about family planning 
and drug and alcohol avoidance. In so
cial work we focus mainly on human 
promotion - how individual"persons 
can influence< family changes and how 
families can change communities. 

In the field, our priorties are counter
acting psy ops, developing projects, and 
maintaining national security by work
ing with military resources and the Civil
ian Defense patrols . It is a very ambi
tious program and the results have been 
very positive. 

SOF: As a branch of the military, 
'how does Civil Affairs integrate its 
efforts with the civilian govt;~nm~nt? 

~/ 
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Os that mark villages that have been des
troyed by the guerrillas and are planned for 
redevelopment. The guerrillas destroyed 
the villages so they could commandeer the 
people, cutting them off from contact with 
the military. ''Once their houses were 
gone , '' Captain Carlos Mansilla, Civil 
Affairs, told me, "they had nothing to re
turn to and could be manipulated ." In the 
Ixil area, nearly 90 villages are ghost towns , 
according to Mansilla, while 54 have been 
reconstructed. Plans call for rebuilding 43 
more in 1988. 

Physically, the tiny settlement of Bicala
ma isn't much to look at, but it represents a 
major accomplishment for the army. There 
is no town square with the usual church and 
fountain. Only a few thatched huts make 
this a village, and they 're scattered so they 
can ' t be burned en masse. Along with Sum
a! and Amachel, which still haven' t been 
secured by the army, Bicalama is one of 
three CPR villages the army considers 
strategic to the EGP. 

Eight years ago, the guerrillas destroyed 
Bicalama and virtually kidnapped its in
habitants . Then a committee established by 
the guerrillas controlled the harvest from the 
crops the people planted. Anyone who dis
obeyed was punished, and the guerrillas 
kept the people from escaping by scaring 
them with horror stories about the army. 
''They said they were going to build an 
army more powerful than the [Guatemalan] 
army, " a woman from Bicalama said . 
" They said they would wipe out the army 
and take the farms away from the rich Ladi
no landowners . They would give us heli
copters, electric lights and cars. At first we 
believed them." 

But the guerrillas' promises didn't come 
true, nor did their threats about what the 
army would do to civilians . A few people 
managed to escape and asked for amnesty. 

WOLHERS: National Reconstruction 
Committee [NRC] and Civil Affairs be
gan a combined program for small pro
jects on 1 April 1987. NRC gets the 
money from the civilian government, 
and works with trained personnel from 
Civil Affairs. There are only 10 million 
quetzals to complete small projects us
ing resources from the community . 
That's why our projects are cheap. 

SOF: Have you thought about 
offering your expertise to other coun
tries? 

WOLHERS: Yes, but the problems 
are different in different countries. In 
1986, 20 or 25 Columbians came here to 
visit Civil Affairs, and the last military 
attache from Columbia went home with 
a plan to institute a Civil Affairs pro
gram. But it is difficult to export the 
exact concept due to people's attitudes. 

On 10 October 1986, we were ready 
to support El Salvador with a Civil 
Affairs task force to help solve some 
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Author's general AO in Guatemala, 
including Ixil Triangle region. 

The army gave them clothing, medical care 
and shelter. When the army decided to over-

immediate problems . Everything was 
arranged, but then the Salvador govern
ment didn't want us to come. We were 
willing to help. If we have the chance, 
we are willing to share with the world 
our capability to handle special projects. 

SOF: What is the long-term goal for 
Civil Affairs? 

WOLHERS: We are just beginning to 
realize how important Civil Affairs is in 
support of military operations. Just 
knowing how to deploy those units will 
be a secret weapon against any terrorist 
insurgency group. 

The Civil Affairs brigade in Guatema
la will need to be increased to cover the 
whole country because now we are 
assigning units for human resources. We 
need to maintain contact with the peo
ple. Through that, we can minimize the 
possibility of a war like the one we had in 
the early ' 80s. 

SOF: I wonder what you consider 
Civil Affairs' most important aspect. 

take Bicalama in 1985 , Civil Affairs spread 
positive propaganda about the army. Chop
pers scattered leaflets showing soldiers 

Continued on page 73 

WOLHERS: If one method fills the 
field with dead bodies and the other 
doesn't kiJI anyone, yet they both 
achieve the same victory, which way is 
better? If you don't need to shoot in 
order to destroy the enemy, it's the best 
way. We need not only to go to battle, 
but also to go to the roots of the problem 
and see why it has arisen. 

We founded our program on the 
theory of a British philosopher who be
lieved that to understand politics, you 
have to understand war and men. When 
we were developing our concepts , we 
reasoned that you can't get rid of hunger 
with bullets. That is the problem with all 
of Central America. The governments 
try to solve problems with force . You 
must instead satisfy peoples' needs . If 
you don't satisfy their food and housing 
needs - their love, esteem and security 
needs - then you '11 have social conflict. 
We are trying to find out if that' s the 
solution, and I think it is. 
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SOI~ TERRORISM 

GHOST 
RAIDERS 

Of THE 
SKYJACK 

Georgia Redneck, 
Sleeping Brits, 
Uninformed 
Informant and 
Delta Force Descend 
on Larnaca 

AS hostages sat cocooned in Kuwaiti Air 
flight 422 on the tarmac at Lamaca 

International Airport, a phone rang in the 
flight control tower. It was hurriedly 
answered by Civil Aviation Chief, Michael 
Herodotou. On the line was an excited caller 
from Dalton, Georgia. 

"Get the 17 prisoners from the Kuwaiti 
jails and put them on the tarmac in front of 
the plane," the southern-accented voice 
twanged. ''Then begin issuing your own 
ultimatums. Shoot a prisoner every hour 
unless the hijackers comply with your de
mands to release the passengers and give 
themselves up. '' 

Herodotou, level headed, dismissed the 
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by Collin Knox 

KNOX ON CYPRUS 
American journalist Collin Knox is an 

expert in all aspects of terrorism. In 1987 
he spent several months in Lebanon's 
Bekaa Valley, documenting the drug 
trade and international narco-terrorism 
(see ''The Lebanese Connection, '' 
SOF, May '88). 

He later moved to Lamaca, Cyprus, 
where he found that Cyprus has become 
the heir-apparent to Lebanon in the Mid
dle East as the center of intrigue, espio
nage and terrorism. 

VIEWED FROM THE 
CONTROL TOWER 

Takis Telonis moved to the Larnaca 
control tower from Nicosia on the first of . 
April because, "I thought things would 
be a bit quieter there. " Telonis was one 
of three air traffic controllers who 
manned the tower during the hijack of 
KU422. 

April Fool's Day was an unfortunate 
time for the move. Less than two weeks 
later, Takis, a veteran of four hijack . 
dramas, including the 1985 TWA hi
jack, was again in the hot seat, trying to 
save lives and property. 

Like his two counterparts, Takis has 
had no training in dealing with hijacks. 
" Of course, I'm interested in my job, so 
I read up on all the details about hijack-

One of team of negotiators hands papers 
through the door of KU 422 to hijackers 
within. Inset: Two hooded hijackers talk 
with negotiator in Algiers as hijacking nears 
end. Photos: AP/Wide World 
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caller's suggestion, plunked the receiver 
back on its cradle, and resumed his vigilance 
over the 747 jumbo jet parked at the eastern 
end of the runway. All the would-be mere 
lost was the price of an overseas phone call . 

Other self-styled rescue enthusiasts lost a 
lot more. A group of four down-and-out 
ex-British Army types caught a low budget 
flight from Heathrow to Larnaca to offer 
their services. They checked into a cheap 
hotel , had a nap , and made their way to the 
airport. The hijacked plane lifted off six 
hours later, before the group had time to 
convince anyone that they were Cyprus' 
best chance to take the plane. 

These two were some of the real offers . 
Much else was sheer rumor. Ever since the 
SAS shooting of three IRA plotters in 
Gibraltar, the British newspapers had been 
screaming that these elite troops had arrived 
and stood ready. 

The Cyprus Police Force (CPF) does 
have a hijack unit , trained by GSG9 in West 
Germany. But they practice on Cyprus Air
ways jets; their experience with jumbo jets 
is zero. So they would only have mounted 
an operation if the hijackers had carried out 
their threatened "slow, quiet massacre" of 
the hostages . 

It is easy to see how press rumors circu
late . At 0116 hours Wednesday, 13 April , 
KU422 took off for Algiers . Hours earlier 
this correspondent was approached by a 
friendly Cypriot in his mid-30s. He 
obviously had the confidence of airport offi
cials and showed no pass when entering the 
airport's forbidden zones. 

Terrorist elements are becoming 
increasingly active in Cyprus. Three weeks 
after the hijacking, in May 1988, a car 
bomb rocked the streets of Nicosia. Photo: 
Collin Knox 

ings ." Throughout, the air traffic con
trollers worked on their own initiative 
and deliberately had little communica
tion with the Cypriot and Palestinian 
negotiating teams. "We wanted to re
main impartial. My objective was to 
save lives. I wanted them to trust me. IfI 
knew things that I was not allowed to 
pass on to them, then they might detect 
that and it could have been dangerous . ' ' 

Communications between the hijack
ers and the plane were bizarre: death 
threats and dramatic ultimatums, sprin
kled with requests for food and drink. At 
one point the tower asked the terrorists 
what they wanted for dinner. Would 
omelettes be okay? 

"Yes. " 
"How would you like the omelettes? 

Would you like cheese on them?" 
Were these seemingly trivial ex

changes designed to stall in order to give 
the negotiators more time? "No. I 
thought they would be more reasonable 
with full stomachs. Also, we tried to 
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''Be alert at 4 a. m. , ' ' he advised. (Three 
hours after the plane actually lifted off for 
Algiers.) "There will be a combined effort 
by Delta Force and Special Police Comman
dos to storm the plane." 

Special equipment had been flown in 
from Israel the day after the hijacked jet 
arrived in Cyprus , backed up by another 
shipment flown in on a camouflaged Greek 
Hercules transport - the one that startled 
the hijackers when it touched down in their 
direct view. 

The informant agreed to meet me again in 
an hour. Back in the crowded airport press 
room, there was no talk about a raid on the 
plane. My source had apparently spoken to 
no one else. Reporters were gathered 
around the VHF radio, monitoring ex
changes between the plane and the control 
tower. Negotiations for the hostages' re
lease were seemingly going well. There was 
constant back-and-forth chatter of refueling 

keep in touch with them as often as 
possible to relax them. They were pro
fessionals. It could have been dangerous 
to try and deceive them. The more we 
talked about little things, the more we 
kept them away from possible evil 
thoughts. " 

As soon as Takis heard the Kuwaiti 
airliner was headed for Larnaca, he 
headed for the airport. It was an alert 
situation and only highly experienced 
senior air traffic controllers man the tow
er in emergency situations . He worked 
nonstop for 27 hours. Later he was able 
to organize 12-hour shifts with his two 
colleagues. 

The most depressing moment came on 
Saturday, 9 April, when the hijackers 
murdered the first passenger, dumping 
his body on the tarmac. "I thought we 
had lost everything. If they could kill 
one, what was to stop them from killing 
the rest?" 

Takis held no admifation for the Mos
lem extremists holding the plane but he 

One hundred kilograms of TNT turned a 
busy street near the Israeli Embassy into an 
instant inferno, burning this Cypriot woman 
beyond recognition. Photo: Collin Knox 

the plane, allowing it to take off for an 
undetermined location. 

An hour later there was an explosive 
noise near the plane. Hordes of journalists 
bottlenecked their way to every airport 
phone to file the news . Was an armed rescue 
in the works? 

Amazingly, the hijackers made no con
tact with the tower about the sound. Nor, 
from the airport roof, was there any sign of 
hooded Delta Force rescuers swarming over 
the plane. According to Akis Fantis, a Cyp
riot government spokesman , "The noise 
came from a firework." He obviously ex
pected everyone to believe him. No one did. 

Shortly, my source explained hurriedly in 
an empty corridor, "It was a grenade that 
exploded by mistake in the Cyprus Airways 
hangar. There were casualties ." 

Our next rendezvous was four hours la
ter, in the wee hours of Wednesday morning 
on the airport roof. Twelve passengers had 
been released two hours before. 

The plane had a belly fu ll of fresh fuel and 
the remaining 50 hostages on board. Its 
engines revving, its lights flashing, it taxied 
down the runway. 

"I haven' t heard the secret code from the 
control tower," the informant yelled over 
the noise below. "It won' t take off." 

A moment later it accelerated along the 
runway. No rescue force appeared miracu
lously from the shadows. KU422 soared 
into the air, refused to explode in mid
flight, and disappeared to Algiers. 

Continued on page 80 

could not help marvelling at the cool, 
professional, calculating way they car
ried out their mission. He had a grudging 
respect for their determination. "These 
people had a faith in a cause and they 
were fighting for it. Even though what 
they did was, of course, completely to be 
condemned." 

Unlike some of the press , Takis never 
for a moment believed that the hijackers 
were bluffing when, instead of carrying 
out a threat after a deadline expired, they 
agreed to more negotiations . 

''People in the West don't understand 
the mentality of Muslim extremists. They 
were prepared to die. Their expressed 
desire to be martyrs was a real one. ' ' 

"When they ended the hij ack in 
Algiers , they must have done so under 
orders from their leaders outside. If they 
had just walked away to save them
selves, they would have had no home to 

-go to . They meant it when they said in 
Lamaca that 'death with glory is better 
then life with dishonor.' " 
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SOI~ VOTE '88 

DUKAKIS 
AND DEFENSE 

An Uncertain Trumpet 

WHERE does Democratic presidential 
candidate Michael Dukakis stand on 

defense and gun control, issues of particular 
concern to Soldier of Fortune readers? The 
answers are not reassuring. 

The most charitable thing that can be said 
about Dukakis' stand on defense issues is 
that)le doesn't seem to have thought about 
them much. The most charitable thing that 
can be said about his stand on gun control is 
that it is appalling. 

On the latter issue , at least, Dukakis' 
record is uncharacteristically specific . In 
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by SOF Staff 

Democratic presidential candidate Michael 
Dukakis wants to cut strategic systems and 
emphasize conventional defense. He says 
he'll cut the MX Peacekeeper and 
Midgetman missiles and two carrier battle 
groups, but has been less specific about 
which programs ,he'll back. Photo: AP/Wide 
World 

1976, as Governor of Massachusetts, he 
supported a ballot initiative that would have 
banned the possession of handguns in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and re
quired state residents to tum in the estimated 

500,000-700,000 handguns they owned at 
the time. (The measure was defeated by a 
margin exceeding 2 to I and by more than 
900,000 votes .) This year he has supported 
legislation to ban Saturday Night Specials. 

He says he has no problem with sports
men owning guns, although Mike Yacino, 
director of the Massachusetts Gun Owners 
Action League and a National Rifle Asso
ciation board member, says that two years 
earlier Dukakis told him, "I don't believe in 
people owning guns, only the police and the 
military. And I'm going to do everything I 
can to disarm the state ." 

In contrast, Dukakis' positions on de
fense issues are considerably less specific 
and sometimes contradictory. They are 
most specific with regard to what weapons 
systems he proposes to cut or delay. They 
generally drift off into vagueness when they 
deal with how the candidate would strength
en the military. They are nonexistent with 
regard to which, if any, of those groups 
fighting for their liberty around the world 
the candidate would support. 

Since World War II, Democratic presi
dents - with the notable exception of Jim
my Carter - have vigorously favored the 
creation of nuclear and conventional forces 
second to none and have shown themselves 
prepared to use them if the need arose. It 
was under Truman that America began the 
creation of its nuclear deterrent and under 
Kennedy that the Minuteman force, the cen
terpiece of the triad, was authorized. Presi
dents Truman and Johnson did not hesitate 
to commit American forces to combat 
aggression in Korea and Vietnam , even 
though doing so entailed considerable poli
tical cost to them; Kennedy didn't flinch 
from a nuclear confrontation over the Soviet 
attempt to install ballistic missiles in Cuba. 
All three had a clear vision of America's role 
as a global power in the post-nuclear world 
and shared a strong belief that the republic 
was not free to desist from its global 
responsibilities. It is not at all obvious that 
Governor Dukakis follows in this tradition . 

The governor has proposed sweeping 
cuts in the country's nuclear forces. He says 
he wants to build up the country's conven
tional strength, but he sees conventional 
defense almost exclusively in the context of 
NATO and is far more specific about what 
elements of the nation's conventional de
fenses he would eliminate than about what 
he would create. 

A good example is Dukakis' stand on sea 
power. The governor has proposed scrap
ping two new aircraft carrier battle groups 
- which he says will save $36 billion - a 
highly specific proposal. Instead of procur
ing the carrier groups , he says we should 
"enhance" our anti-submarine warfare 
capabilities , "assure" that our own sub
marine program will give the United States 
an "adequate" number of "affordable" 
submarines , and "improve significantly" 
our capacity for rapid sealift of materiel. 
Left unstated is what constitutes enhanced 
ASW , an adequate number of subs and sig
nificantly improved sealift. 
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Dukakis ' strategic weapons proposals 
show the same specificity with regard to 
cuts and vagueness with regard to alterna
tives. The governor, who in the past has 
supported a nuclear freeze, is proposing ac
tions that go considerably beyond that with 
regard to strategic arms. He has called for 
abandonment of both the MX and Midget
man ICBMs , deferring the deployment of 
the Trident D-5 (a longer-range and more 
accurate version of the submarine-based 
ICBM) and the stealth bomber, and drasti
cally scaling back the Strategic Defense In
itiative (SDI) . Instead , according to Tom 
Wicker of the New York Times, he would 
seek additional arms control agreements 
with the Soviet Union , eliminating the most 
accurate multiple-warhead missiles and 
banning increases in accuracy levels for 
other weapons. Such agreements would 
permit '' superhardening'' of existing 
Minuteman silos rather than replacing the 
30-year-old missiles with mobile launchers. 

What is particularly interesting about this 
position is that it contradicts the approach to 
strategic weapons of both the Democratic 
Party in Congress and of former Democratic 
President Jimmy Carter-and is more dov
ish than either. 

For most of the Reagan years congres
sional Democrats , led by Representative 
Les Aspin of Wisconsin, have favored the 
development of the single-warhead Midget
man mobile ICBM, on grounds that it would 
be both less threatening and a less inviting 
target - and therefore less 'destabilizing' 
- than either the IO-warhead MX or the 
three-warhead Minuteman. (Left unsaid is 
that replacing the Minuteman with the 
Midgetman on a one-to-one basis will re
duce the number of warheads in the land
based ICBM force by two thirds.) The 
Reagan administration has favored procur
ing a smaller number of MXs and, most 
recently, basing them on rail cars . 

In rejecting the Midgetman, which he 
says will save $50 billion, Dukakis is reject
ing the one strategic arms modernization 
program the Democratic Party has sup
ported with any degree of enthusiasm in this 
decade. In proposing to scrap the MX and 
delay the stealth bomber, he is, ironically , 
proposing to end programs which had their 
origins in the Carter administration, which 
wasn't exactly notable for its hawkishness. 
In proposing to take all five steps without 
linking them to the negotiation of compara
ble reductions on the part of the Soviet Un
ion , Dukakis is in effect proposing to aban
don unilaterally most of the Reagan admin
istration ' s eight-year investment in the 
modernization of U.S. strategic forces. 

Dukakis argues that the world will be a 
safer place if the United States chooses to 
emphasize its conventional forces rather 
than its nuclear ones - particularly in the 
defense of Europe . 

"Without strong conventional forces, a 
battlefield commander with his back to the 
wall may have no other choice than to sur
render or ask for the authority to begin a 
nuclear exchange - a choice no comman-
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7th Infantry Division (Light) from Fort 
Ord, California, during deployment to · 
Honduras earlier this year. Dukakis would 
up-gun three light divisions to mechanized 
standards, but would focus his efforts on 
Reserve units. Photo: Gene Scroft 

der should ever have to make,' ' he says in 
his principal defense position paper. Having 
established that much, Dukakis makes 
several proposals for redressing the conven
tional force balance in favor of the United 
States and its NATO allies . 

The first of these is to talk the other side 
into reducing its non-nuclear forces . Duka
kis says he will "challenge General Secre
tary Gobachev to reduce military forces in 
Europe - with deeper reductions in War
saw Pact forces where they have an advan
tage ." In particular he wants those reduc
tions to "concentrate on the offensive sys
tems, such as tanks and artillery, that pose 
the greatest threat of war." In other words, 
the first way Dukakis will attempt to en
hance U.S. and NATO conventional force 
capability is by getting our principal adver
saries to accept asymmetrical reductions in 
theirs . Great idea, but why on earth should 
they do it? Whatever else a Dukakis admin
istration accomplishes, it will establish 
beyond all doubt exactly how nice a guy 
Mikhail Gorbachev really is. . 

Dukakis' second proposal for redressing 
the conventional force balance is to work 
with members of the NATO alliance to "en
hance the effectiveness of our current con
ventional forces ." He suggests that "we 
can make many of the improvements at little 
cost - through coordinated plannning , 
more opportunities for integrated training, a 
better sharing of intelligence, increased 
standardization and interoperability of our 
equipment, and cooperative research and 
production of new systems." In other 
words, Dukakis wants a much closer rela
tionship with our NATO allies. 

Unfortunately, it's not clear that either 
our NA TO allies or the U.S. Congress real
ly want that. In the past year Spain and 
Greece have elevated the eviction of 

selected American bases to issues bordering 
on matters of national honor. European 
countries have indeed become more willing 
to cooperate in the development and pro
duction of major weapons systems - but 
pointedly without U.S. participation and 
frequently as a direct alternative to it . The 
decision of five European nations earlier 
this year to develop their own advanced jet 
fighter (the European Combat Fighter) 
rather than participate in a U.S.-proposed 
joint upgrade program of the F-18 Hornet 
which would have provided essentially the 
same capabilities at less cost, is a case in 
point. The Europeans wanted to maintain an 
independent aircraft industry and technolo
gy base, even if it did cost them more . On 
the other hand , the U.S. Congress , for its 
part, has time and again killed proposals for 
U.S. procurement of European military 
hardware, fearing the impact on American 
jobs and the pork barrel. Attractive as closer 
allied cooperation might seem in principle, 
it has proved very difficult - and very 
costly - to achieve in practice as allies 
struggle to accommodate differing priorities 
and needs. There is no reason to believe it 
will be any different in the future. 

Dukakis' third proposal for increasing 
conventional force capabilities is for both 
the United States and its allies to increase 
supplies of critical spares and ammunition. 
Despite previous NATO efforts to do this, 
he says "we still have less than five days or 
30 percent of the required supply of essen
tial items such as modern artillery muni
tions, 5-ton trucks, drive train components 
for wheeled vehicles and Ml tanks, air-to
air missiles, air launched Harpoon air-to
ship missiles, HARM/Shrike anti-radiation 
missiles, and anti-runway munitions ." The 
United States and its allies must renew their 
efforts to meet needed levels of critical 
equipment, he says. 

That's the good news. The bad news is 
that Dukakis believes "the pace and timing 
of our investments will depend on the suc
cess of our efforts to reduce the deficit and 

Continued on page 68 
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SOI~ MILITARY AFFAIRS 

URGENT 

Rangers in Grenada 

Five years ago this month,just after dawn 
on 25 October 1983, American Rangers and 
Marines began landing on the Caribbean 
island of Grenada. Shortly thereafter, UH-
60 Black Hawk helicopters loaded with 
members of Seal Team 6 and Delta Force 
descended on the island. 

The outcome was foreordained. Less 
than 72 hours later it was over - America 
and her Caribbean allies were in complete 
control of Grenada. Operation Urgent Fury, 
the only Western military victory over a 
Soviet-backed Marxist regime, was hailed 
as a foreign policy triumph, a clear message 
to those who would invite a greater com
munist presence in the Western hemisphere. 

But while President Reagan was praised 
for his decisive action, U.S. military forces 
involved in the operation have been criti
cized for their performance. Urgent Fury 
has remained the subject of controversy, 

Major Mark Adkin, while serving as a staff 
officer with the Barbados Defence Force. 
Photo: author's collection 
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by Mark Adkin 

been investigated by Congress, analyzed by 
military leaders and written about by prom
inent defense writers, among them, Edward 
Luttwak, Richard Gabriel, William Lind, 
and James Adams. 

Mark Adkin, a retired British Anny major, 
served on the staff of the Barbados Defence 
Force during the intervention and participa
ted in the planning and execution of the 
operation. Now back in England, Adkin has 
written a book entitled Urgent Fury to be 
published by Lexington Books next spring, 
that details the intervention and the events 
that led to President Ronald Reagan's decision 
to launch Operation Urgent Fury. 

What follows, taken from Major Adkin 's 
book and drawn from interviews with parti
cipants and witnesses, as well as from after
action reports and his own experiences, is a 
look at the Ranger operations on the first 
day of Urgent Fury. 

EYEWITNESS AUTHOR 
Mark Adkin, a former major in the 

British Army, recently retired after 31 
years in the service of the Crown . Com
missioned into the infantry in 1956, 
Adkin served as a platoon commander in 
Germany and Malaya, was seconded to 
the Mauritius Special Mobile Force, and 
later served as a company commander in 
Aden . After leaving the army , Adkin 
served as a District Commissioner on the 
Tarawa atoll in the Gilbert Islands . Re
turning to the military on contract in 
1982, Adkin went to Barbados to serve 
as a staff officer with the Barbados De
fence Force. While on Barbados, Adkin 
participated in Operation Urgent Fury in 
October 1983. After leaving Barbados in 
1987, Adkin returned to England and 
began work on a book about the in
tervention in Grenada. 

M AJOR Einstein Louison lying in his 
cell in Richmond Hill Prison; Barbara 

and George Reeves, a retirep British couple 
in their house at Lance aux Epines; Michael 
"Heads" Mason, and Allan " Squeeze" 
Mitchell, both living in the little village of 
Calliste, all had something in common. In 
the early hours of the morning of 25 October 
they heard an aircraft droning round and 
round overhead . Estimates of the time vary 
from 0300 to 0430 hours, but all are em
phatic that there were planes about long 
before the main parachute drop at Salines. 
None, of course , knew that it was Major 
Michael Couvillon, USAF, piloting a re
connaissance AC-130 Spectre gunship , or 
that on board was the pathfinder group of 
the Rangers about to launch the long
awaited invasion of Grenada . 

The plane flew high, but the five people 
who heard it were only a fraction of the 
hundreds of others who wondered in the 
darkness if the noise above finally signalled 
the start. Louison heard some antiaircraft 
(AA) fire but could see nothing. Squeeze 
however came out of his small house up on 
Calliste Hill, overlooking the runway . He 
peered up into the sky, waiting , and watch
ing. Then , suddenly, he saw something fall-
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ing - parachutes over the eastern part of 
Salines. He shouted, pointed; others nearby 
saw them. He heard some firing, but not 
much. Squeeze had the distinct impression 
they were dummies tossed to draw fire. 

TheafternoonofFriday, 21 October, was 
a routine one as far as Lieutenant Colonel 
Ralph Hagler was concerned, that is until 
his phone rang at 1400 hours. Hagler was 
the commanding officer (CO) of the 2nd 
Battalion (Ranger), 75th Infantry , based at 
Fort Lewis, Washington. He was a highly 
experienced soldier and, like most officers 
of his age, a Vietnam veteran. The caller 
instructed him to report at once to Fort 
Bragg in .North Carolina, to the headquar
ters of the Joint Special Operations Com
mand (JSOC). No details could be given. 
Hagler flew off next morning on his long 
journey, arriving at around 1900 hours . He 
found Lieutenant Colonel Wesley Taylor 
from the Rangers' 1st Battalion already 
there . 

They were told they were going to invade 
Grenada. Taylor was to land or drop at Point 
Salines in the south, to secure the runway, 
protect the American medical students at the 
True Blue campus , clear any obstacles and 
prepare to defend the airfield . Hagler was 
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As troops of the 82nd Airborne look on, an 
Air Force C-1418 starlifter loaded with 
American medical students departs from the 
airfield at Point Salines on Grenada. Photo: 
DoD 

going north. His battalion was to seize and 
hold Pearls airport and link up with Marines 
of the 22nd Marine Amphibious Unit, who 
would be coming ashore nearby. Hagler 
also had the option of landing or dropping 
on his objective, depending on the tactical 
situation or whether the strip was effectively 
blocked. So much for the good news. 

The bad news was that there was no hard 
intelligence on enemy locations, strength, 
or intentions . There weren't enough maps 
to go around. Both Taylor and Hagler had 
to make do with photocopies of the out-of
date British 1 :50,000 tourist map. Time 
was tight, as H-Hour was to be 0200 hours 
on the 25th . Worst of all, they were both to 
lead battalions reduced to 50 percent or less 
of their normal strength. This was due , in 
part, to the limited number of Air Force 
crews trained for night operations with the 
MC-130 and C-130 transport" aircraft. 
Taylor was also told that he would lose C 
Company, as a Ranger company was 

needed to support other special operations 
forces . Both officers left the headquarters 
to plan. 

Hagler's battalion was alerted for an " ex
ercise" deployment at 0900 hours on the 
22nd, and while their CO was still flying to 
Fort Bragg, the men spent the day getting 
ready. The 2nd/75th flew out from adjoin
ing McChord Air Force Base to Hunter 
Anny Airfield near Fort Stewart , Georgia, 
arriving by 1400 hours on Sunday the 23rd . 
Thus far nobody suspected it was anything 
more than a test exercise, but rumors were 
rife on deplaning . They had arrived at Fort 
Stewart, Georgia, home of their sister bat
talion, the !st Battalion (Ranger), 75th In
fantry , who at 0500 hours that morning had 
also been alerted for the "exercise." 

It had come as a shock to both COs when 
they heard they must fight with such de
pleted units. Taylor was fortunate in that, 
although minus C Company, he was able to 
keep the other two with virtually their nor
mal structure plus a few reinforcements. 
Both A Company, under Captain John Abi
zaid , and B Company under Captain Clyde 
Newman, had about 150 men each. Two 
tactical battalion HQs were formed from 
another 50 men , giving the lst/7Sth a fight-
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ing strength of 350. Hagler had to make do 
with less, so he was compelled to tell his 
company commanders - Captains Francis 
Kearney of A Company, Thomas Sittnik of 
B, and Mark Hanna of C Company - to 
select their best men only. This resulted in 
companies varying from 50 to 80. Like 
Taylor he had two tactical HQs. It was their 
fervent hope that Salines and the medical 
students were not heavily defended. 

Hagler's next shock came late on the 
afternoon of the 23rd. Just as he had com
pleted his plan to take Pearls he received a 
change of mission. Now he was to follow 
Taylor into Salines, assist in securing the 
airfield and then attack Camp Calivigny, the 
supposedly well-protected main base camp 
of the People's Revolutionary Army (PRA). 
Again the critical problem was lack of in
formation , and the fact that Calivigny was 
some 12 kilometers from the airfield. His 
battalion of less than 250 was to march to 
the new objective, in darkness, with no 
proper maps, across unfamiliar terrain, and 
against an enemy whose dispositions and 
strength were unknown . The 2nd/75th 
would need to be in position to assault at 
dawn, which, with a 0200 hours drop, was 
asking a Jot. Hagler and his staff worked 
feverishly to put the new plan together. Like 
the seizure of Pearls , the Calivigny objec
tive had to be secured as early on D-Day as 
possible. Even if there was no opposition at 
all on the approach march, the operation 
looked highly dubious . 

On Monday, while their men zeroed 
weapons, the two officers were forced to 
make further drastic alterations to their cal
culations. The original timings were all 
changed. The 0200 H-Hour was put back to 
0400, and finally to 0500 hours, just 15 
minutes before first light. What had started 
out as a night operation now had every 
likelihood of being in broad daylight. Vir
tually all hope of tactical surprise had dis
appeared, certainly for the 2ndi75th. They 
now had to drop or land, march to Calivigny 
and attack in daylight. 

What was particularly frustrating was the 
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Two of the rescued medical students pose 
with a Ranger at The White House, 
November 1983. Photo: author's collection 

absence of intelligence on the defenses, if 
any, at the objectives. Where were the 
enemy positions; did they have AA guns 
deployed; what sort of obstacles blocked the 
runway , and was the medical school 
guarded? Little did they realize that their 
frustrations were only just beginning. 

To carry the Rangers, and give air-to
ground fire support, was the responsibility 
of the USAF's 1st Special Operations 
Wing, under Colonel Hunter. The lst/75th 
were allocated five C-130 transport, and 
two MC-130Es to lead the way. These air- · 
craft came from the 8th Special Operations 
Squadron. The MC-130s are basically C-
130s with precision navigation and terrain 
hugging equipment. The ordinary C-130s 
could follow behind these two. The 2nd/ 
75th would get five C- l 30s for their lift. 
That left fire support and reconnaissance. 
These were to be supplied by three, later 
four , of the 16th Special Operations Squad
ron's AC-130 Spectre gunships . This 
squadron, at Hurlburt Field in Florida, is the 
only active duty unit flying Spectres in the 
Air Force. They are remarkable aircraft. 
Their sophisticated computers, detection 
devices and surveillance equipment permit 
pinpoint shooting at targets hidden by dark
ness or cloud. 

Abizaid's A Company would lead, with 
pathfinders , well in advance of the remain
der of the company, whose primary task 
was runway clearance. The pathfinder 
group were all military free fall parachutists 
and would use this technique in dropping 
over Salines . They would fly to Grenada in 
a reconnaissance AC-130 about 90 minutes 
ahead of the company. Their task would be 
to report on the situation on the ground to 
the incoming aircraft, identify (and mark 
with lights if possible) the landing zone 
(LZ) or drop zone (DZ) and carefully probe 
the surroundings of True Blue. A voiding 
the enemy was essential. It was well within 

the Rangers' capability. 
The main body of A Company would 

travel in the two MC-130s to clear the strip 
for the bulk of the battalion coming in 30 
minutes later. There was no margin for error 
if Abizaid was to complete his task in dark
ness. Thirty minutes is not long, and serious 
enemy interference would throw the whole 
concept out of gear. 

The next five C- l 30s would hold Taylor 
and the rest of the 1 st/75th. In the third aircraft 
would be Taylor himself, and the flight com
mander Major General William Mall who was 
the senior Military Airlift Command (MAC) 
representative on the operation. Also with 
Taylor was his tactical HQ, plus a platoon 
from B Company. In the fifth C-130 was the 
executive officer Major Jack Nix, with the 
alternative command post. . 

Their mission? To seize the airfield east 
of Hardy Bay and, of equal importance, to 
secure the safety of the American citizens at 
the True Blue medical facility. Although the 
Rangers were capable of landing or drop
ping, the feeling was, when they boarded, 
that they would be landing. The loading had 
been done mainly on that assumption, as 
neither battalion had been led to expect 
much opposition. Intelligence on the state 
of the runway was uncertain , but it was 
thought that, given an element of luck, land
ing would be feasible. If so, the plan envis
aged pulling up as near to True Blue as 
possible, and roaring out of the aircraft with 
the gun jeeps to storm the campus. 

Surprise was unlikely, as A Company 
would have been on the ground for half an 
hour, and it would be daylight. 

Following immediately behind Taylor 
was Hagler with the 2nd/75th. He was, 
hopefully, to land and secure the runway 
west of Hardy Bay, reorganize quickly and 
march on Calivigny. Both battalions would 
have the benefit of the three Spectres on 
call, and the whole operation in the south of 
the island would be controlled by Major 
General Richard Scholtes in his EC-130 
command and control aircraft. When the 
runway was secure he intended to set up his 
command post at Salines. With luck, all 
should be over by midday. The Rangers 
would hand over to the incoming 82nd Air
borne units and go home. 

Few plans survive the first shot in their 
entirety, and the Rangers ' was no excep
tion. In their case changes started Jong be
fore any shots were fired . Four hours prior 
to their departure from Florida, Atlantic 
Command ordered one of the three support
ing AC-130s to leave an hour earlier, at 
0630 hours on the 24th. This was to give 
more time for reconnaissance over Grenada 
and to ensure Abizaid's pathfinders had 
adequate time on the ground. At 1930 hours 
the remaining two took off, well in advance 
of the troop lift. Within a short time one 
developed an engine fire and was forced to 
return. It was replaced quickly , but instead 
of three aircraft arrivirig together, their 
arrival would be staggered. In the event this 
turned out to be advantageous, as it enabled 
continuous gunship support over Salines for 
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Originally tasked with seizing the airstrips 
at Pearls and Point Salines during the 
pre-dawn hours of 25 October, the Rangers' 
plans were changed radically, rapidly and 
repeatedly. 

a much longer period than the planners had 
envisaged necessary. 

At Hunter Army Airfield on the evening 
of the 24th both Ranger units were making 
their last-minute preparations for the inva
sion. At 1900 hours that night the 1 st/75th 
were assembled near the runway listening to 
their CO 's final briefing , when the noise of 
engines drowned out his words as seven 
aircraft taxied across . Taylor was annoyed 
to learn from the flight commander, Mall, 
that he was expected to board at once, in
stead of in two-hours time. A hurried con
sultation revealed that the Rangers ' flight 
schedules Were not the same as those being 
used by the 1st Special Operations Wing . 
There was a frantic rush to load. By dint of 
hard work, and not a little cursing, the first 
MC-130 was rolling down the strip at 2130 
hours , only 25 minutes late . This loss of 
time was easily made up during the flight. 

Nevertheless there was an annoying over
sight affecting Taylor's aircraft. They had 
all arrived at Hunter airfield without hatch 
antennae attached. In the scramble to get 
away early there had been no time to rectify 
this omission. It meant that , in flight, the only 
way Taylor could communicate with his men 
would be through the aircrew's radios. 

Inside each darkened plane the scene was 
almost identical. While the senior officers 
huddled up front ,near the radios , studying 
maps or photographs and discussing events , 
the Rangers were squashed shoulder to 
shoulder down each side. It was going to be 
a long flight , and after a while some man
aged to overcome the tension and sleep , 
either slumped in the front of jeeps or lolling 
half upright in their seats . In the cargo bays , 
in the center, were the gun jeeps , packed 
with stores and reserve ammunition , motor 
cycles and medical supplies. 

At approximately 0400 Taylor heard that 
the runway was definitely blocked. Some
what belatedly , aerial photographs had re
vealed the obstructions that had been put in 
place several days earlier. No news of other 
defenses. Taylor was concerned now as to 
whether A Company could land, and if so , 
clear enough runway for the remainder of 
the battalion jn 30 minutes . It would likely 
prove impossible, especially if the enemy 
were waiting. 

At approximately 2320 hours it was re
ported that enemy had been seen near True 
Blue, but no details . Still he struggled with 
his dilemma for another hour, before decid
ing that Abizaid and his men just jump. The 
risks involved in attempting to land were too 
great for the airfield clearance company. 
The Rangers inside the two leading MC-
130s were already rigged for a drop. 

At 0330 hours Couvillon arrived over the 
island. Although flying high, the aircraft 
was heard on the ground and attracted some 
AA fire . The pathfinder team leapt into 
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Caribbean Sea 

GRENADA 

Pentagon aerial photo showing the Rangers' 
objective, the airfield at Point Salines, 
which also served as their drop zone. Photo: 
DoD 

space over Salines, falling like stones 
through the darkness until their altimeters 
showed 2,000 feet; then they pulled their 
cords . Squeeze Mitchell and others saw 
them draw a few shots from PRA positions. 
Regrettably , something went wrong, either 
with the chutes or the altimeters of two of 
the free-fallers , and they plummeted into 
the ground. 

Details of this bad news were unknown to 
Taylor, but Couvillon confirmed heavy 
vehicles blocking the runway. The likeli
hood of Abizaid clearing the strip in time for 
the battalion to land was now remote. At 
0400 hours Taylor decided that everybody 
must jump, except for jeep crews and some 
administrative personnel. With only an hour 

to H-Hour, the real confusion was about to 
start. Taylor had passed his order up to the 
signaller to send over the crew's radio, and 
he was given the thumbs up sign, which he 
assumed meant message passed. This was 
not the case with the fifth , sixth , and 
seventh aircraft, where Taylor's instruc
tions had not been understood. 

In the fifth aircraft Nix had anticipated his 
CO's decision to jump, and the Rangers had 
rigged themselves accordingly. However, 
shortly afterward the loadmaster firmly 
announced they would be landing .. With 
much swearing the troops de-rigged; that is 
they removed their H-harness, rucksacks, 
main and reserve chutes , and life vests . 
These were then stuffed into kit bags and 
stowed in the forward part of the plane , to 
facilitate the speedy off-loading of jeeps and 
equipment in the center . Not long after they 
completed this, the loadmaster reappeared 
and yelled , ' 'Only 30 minutes fuel left. 
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Rangers are fighting. Jump in 20 minutes." 
To be told to jump instead of land is not 

good news , especially having spent so 
much time and effort de-rigging a short 
while before . Now there was not time to rig 
everything for a drop . Chaos reigned as 
everybody struggled to get their gear, un
pack nonessentials , and load up with 
ammunition taken from jeeps. Mounds of 
discarded kit choked the aisles as the men 
fought to put the main parachutes on their 
backs and the reserves on their chests 
(although on this occasion Hagler decided 
not wear the reserve) . Then the rucksack 
must be hooked up under the reserve and 
personal weapon strapped to the left side. 
All this takes time under normal condi
tions . Inside an aircraft only minutes away 
from an operational jump it causes pande
monium . There is no space to move 
around, and proper checking by jump
masters is impossible, so reliance must be 
placed on' 'buddy '' rigging , whereby near
by comrades check each other. 

Such was the scene inside the fifth air
craft. It was repeated in both the sixth and 
seventh. 

Unbeknownst to Taylor, his first four C-
130s had prepared to jump, but the last three 

Soviet ZU 23mm antiaircraft gun near Point 
Salines. The Rangers' aircraft were fired 
upon by this and other Grenadian 
antiaircraft guns. Photo: Major P.J. Tomlin 
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st ill expected to land and were to be thrown 
into total confus ion when the correct order 
final ly got through. At this crucial moment , 
15 minutes before H-Hour, the pilot of the 
leading MC-130 reported that his naviga
tional equipment was malfunctioning . He 
could not guarantee the DZ in the dark . To 
make things worse, they were pass ing 
through a rain squall , so he considered a 
lead change with the other MC-130 unsafe. 
The pilot pulled away to the south and 
radioed Scholtes with the problem. 

Scholtes responded that H-Hour was 
postponed yet agai n to 0530 , and that the 
leading two aircraft with A Company 
should veer off and abort their first run in . 
For Taylor this was almost too much , but he 
attempted to put together a last minute plan 
in which his third aircraft would lead . The 
seven planes would try to reform into two 
groups, with one minute between each. 
Then to cap it all , Taylor discovered that 
numbers s ix , seven, and eight had de
rigged ! They were told to circle until they 
could get ready to jump. 

The original simple plan was in shreds. 
As Taylor's C-130 made its final approach 
to Salines at 150 knots and 500 fee t, it was 
0530 and already daylight on a windy (20 
knots) , partially cloudy day . As if that was 
not bad enough , a PRA searchlight at the 
western end of the runway locked onto the 
plane as it flew in. It had the makings of an 
unmitigated disaster. The enemy had been 
alerted , surprise was lost , some 600 men 
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ABOVE: Artillery from the 82nd Airborne 
Division firing from positions secured by the 
Rangers the previous day. Photo: 
AP/Wideworld 

BELOW: True Blue Campus, home to 
many of the American medical students in 
Grenada and a D-Day objective of the 
Rangers. Photo: author's collection 

were about to be dropped piecemeal onto a 
bare runway within a few meters of enemy 
positions. A parachute drop should be all 
over i.n a matter of moments . There was no 
knowing how long this one would take now. 
Taylor, through no fau lt of his , was about to 
lead his men into a jump that was a textbook 
example of how never to do a combat drop. 
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Taylor, through no fault of his , was about to 
lead his men into a jump that was a textbook 
example of how never to do a combat drop. 

Standing tense inside the C-130 waiting 
for the green light was Taylor, his HQ 
group, and the platoon from B Company. 
Both battalions had agreed to reduce the 
drop height to 500 feet, as this would give 
the jumpers only 12-15 seconds in the air, 
with minimum exposure to enemy fire . Also 
they were dropping onto a long , narrow DZ, 
with water along the south side and , in the 
Hardy Bay area , on both sides within a few 
meters of the tarmac. This meant they could 
not afford a long descent, with the possibil
ity of drifting too far. The idea was to get 
down quickly , and not become scattered in 
the process . 

Taylor's aircraft drew fire from the fully 
alerted gun positions below. The PRA de
tachment at Salines had positioned an old 

62 SOLDIER OP PORTUNE 

Basketball court at Fort Rupert after the 
D-Day aerial attack. It was here that former 
Prime Minister Bishop and seven of his key 
supporters were executed, prompting the 
U.S. intervention. Photo: author's collection 

12. 7rnrn, four-barrelled, heavy AA machine 
gun on the ridge north of the terminal. This 
opened fire as well, sending streams of tracer 
rounds into the sky. All of Taylor's men were 
out before the aircraft slowly pulled up less 
than 100 feet from the sea. 

The next two aircraft came in shortly after 
Taylor, but the pilots did not like the amount 
of fire they were drawing, so both aborted 
their drop. Almost any PRA soldier who 
could fire his weapon was now doing so . 
The fireworks looked fairly impressive , but 
little damage was being done , although 
several planes were holed (mainly in the tail 
area, indicating inexperienced firers not 

The unfinished terminal at the Point Salines 
airfield. Photo: Mark Adkin 

aiming correctly). 
At 0534 hours Taylor had himself and 42 

men on the ground. He was in a most unen
viable position. Strategic surprise had been 
lost; tactical surprise had been impossible 
ever since H-Hour slipped to 0500 hours; 
now yet another principle of war had been 
flouted - concentration. Urgent Fury was 
ultimately to involve 20 ,000 servicemen in 
one way or another, but at dawn on that 
Tuesday, in the critical southwest comer of 
the island, the point of the spear was a 
battalion headquarters and one infantry pla
toon . The platoon was from B Company, 
not supposed to have dropped until after A 
Company had cleared the airfield . 

Taylor and his group were totally ex
posed to view and fire from the low hills 200 
meters away north of the runway. There was 
no cover whatsoever. The ground to the 
south of the strip was grass covered with a 
few folds here and there in which the Ran
gers sought meager protection. Had the 
PRA been properly dug in around the ter
minal and on the ridges to the north, rather 
than the Cubans who were uncertain what to 
do, Taylor and his men might not have sur
vived. They were perfect targets for machine 
guns and mortars. Fortuitously , the Cubans 
had their orders, and the few PRA in the 
vicinity were concentrating on firing at air
craft rather than at the troops on the ground , 
and the Rangers were mostly in dead ground 
as far as the PRA were concerned. 

All this was unknown to Taylor. He was 
well aware of his vulnerability and the need 
for fire support onto any likely enemy posi
tions . He was later to say , " After landing 
the biggest concern was finding cover and 
setting up communications to direct sup
pressive fire from AC-130 Spectres circling 
the airport." Major James Roper, Taylor's 
air liaison officer, quickly established con
tact with two AC-130s , which began pour
ing shells into the vicinity . 

Taylor was greatly relieved to discover 
that his group were not under effective fire. 
There, in front of him, was the runway 
covered with obstructions , the removal of 
which was one of his battalion' s tasks . Abi
zaid's A Company was still airborne , but 
the platoon from B Company was to hand. 
These men were ordered onto the runway to 
start clearance. There were trucks, bulldoz
ers , tankers , drums , and stakes driven into 
the ground with wire between them . Some 
vehicles had keys in them; some were hot
wired . A Cuban buUdozer was used to flatten 
stakes and push aside drums . Miraculously , 
for 15 minutes this platoon continued clear
ance work virtuaUy uninterrupted. 

Taylor made no attempt at this stage to 
move to secure the True Blue campus . He 
saw as his priority getting clearance started 
and awaiting the remainder of his two com
panies before tackling the unknown de
fenses of the medical school. The original 
planning had never envisaged a quick dash 
on foot to secure the students , but rather that 
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Cubans captured during the intervention 
awaiting their return to Cuba. Their 
commanding officer was later killed in 
Angola. Photo: Mark Adkin 

the school should be secured after, or simul
taneously with, airfield clearance. Little 
opposition was anticipated when the Rang
ers had boarded their aircraft; there was 
thought to be a good chance they could land, 
and the gun jeeps would drive to the cam
pus. With the element of surprise gone 
hours before, Taylor now needed to assem
ble his command before anything else. 

Twenty minutes after landing, Taylor 
saw one of A Company's MC-130s coming 
in low, with Rangers leaping from the rear 
doors. This aircraft was an attractive target. 
Machine gun , small arms, and AA fire was 
directed against it. The shooting had no 
effect on the aircraft and caused no casual
ties, but Taylor called a halt to clearance 
operations , moving his HQ from some 
rocks south of Hardy Bay to a tiny peninsula 
east of the bay. There he had to wait another 
40 minutes for the remainder of A Com
pany. It was not until 0705 hours that Taylor 
had his whole force with him - without a 
single casualty. 

There was now a very long wait for the 
next drop. In the sky above and around 
Grenada circled no fewer than nine C- l 30s 
and one MC-130, apart from Scholtes 's EC-
130 and the Spectres, all waiting to get into 
position to approach the DZ. Inside many of 
these conditions were chaotic, with equip
ment littered everywhere as troops strug
gled to get ready. Fuel was tight, as they had 
to keep enough to reach Barbados, 45 mi
nutes flying time away. 

Then it was Hagler's tum with the 2nd/ 
75th. It would have been too confusing to Jet 
him jump before Taylor, so his five planes 
were compelled to circle 'round praying that 
fuel would last. 

Not long after 0700 hours Hagler was 
able to lead his aircraft in a tight group one 
behind the other. He was the first man to 
jump, with the rest of the battalion out with
in less than 30 seconds. By 0710 hours all 
the Rangers that jumped were safely down, 
all that is except for one Ranger who suffered 
a broken leg. Considering the circumstan
ces, it was nothing short of miraculous. 

It was 0730, however, before Abizaid 
was able to coordinate the actions of his 
platoons. He appreciated that the enemy on 
the hills just north of the runway dominated 
everything , and his frrst task must be to 
secure this ground. Also he must get to the 
True Blue campus. He ordered the !st and 
3rd platoons to attack across the runway, 
using M60 machine guns and rocket laun
chers for supporting fue. Second platoon 
was to approach True Blue along the beach 
south of the runway. The two assault pla
toons crossed the tarmac without loss, firing 
and advancing toward the village of Cal
liste . As they moved toward a school, a 
Spanish-speaking Ranger yelled out to the 
enemy to surrender. The response was in
creased firing , which killed the only Ranger 
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Part of the airstrip at Salines as seen from 
the Cuban positions. The drop zone left the 
Rangers without cover and under the guns 
of the Cubans. Photo: Mark Adkin 

to die in the fighting to secure the runway. 
Private Mark Okamura Yamane was hit in 
the neck while operating his M60. Squad 
leader Sergeant Manous Boles from l st pla
toon led the attack toward the school, gal
lantly driving a captured bulldozer. His 
men , crouched behind the dozer, succeeded 
in reaching the top of-the hill, where they 
found an abandoned 12.7mm AA gun. 

Inside the True Blue campus , at 0730 
hours, most students had been awake for 
several hours, roused by the noise of aircraft 
overhead. Later, when shooting started, 
many, like Christine Gigliuto , dived under 
their beds. Some hid in bathtubs, while 
others peered out to see what was happen
ing. Twenty-two-year-old Harold Harvey 
stated, " . .. Then I saw the paratroopers 
jumping . It was really thrilling to see, kind 
of like an old John Wayne movie, but I 
knew people were going to get killed.'' 
Stephen Renae was · watching as well. He 
saw "planes diving and straffing at ground 
targets we couldn't see. The worst thing was 
not knowing where the planes were from .'' 
A few minutes after 0730, American voices 
were heard yelling to identify themselves 
and telling students to lie on the floor. There 
was some firing between advancing Rang
ers and the PRA guard detail at the main 

gate. To the students it was very noisy, very 
confusing, and very frightening, with a num
ber of bullets from the crossfire smashing 
windows and penetrating their accommoda
tion buildings. Within 15 minutes the cam
pus was secured, with the PRA detachment 
retreating north into the hills. No students 
had been harmed, no hostages taken and no 
casualties inflicted on the Rangers. But it 
came as a shock to discover that the students 
they had found were less than half the total 
number. Grand Anse, the other campus, had 
never figured in the Rangers ' plans because 
they did not know it existed. 

On the runway, the 150 men of New
man's B Company had been tasked with 
pushing northwest in the direction of the 
control tower and the hills beyond the ter
minal. They received heavy fire from the 
Cubans in and around their "Old" Camp, 
but the Rangers' advance soon had them on 
the run. One Cuban was ki lled and 22 sur
rendered to B Company as it moved steadily 
northward. By 0955 hours Newman ' s men 
had reached the fuel storage tanks on high 
ground 600 meters northeast of the termin
al. From this scrub-covered vantage point 
they could look down into the Cuban Mis
sion Headquarters at Little Havana. Cubans 
were clearly visible inside the compourrd 
and on the high ground nearby . They started 
to set up two mortars , but the Rangers 
opened up with a captured 12.7mm which 

Continued on page 84 
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BRAVERY under fire is the stuff heroes 
are made of. Bravery under fire is an 

indispensable characteristic of the soldier 
who would win . Bravery under f"rre is a 
different animal than bravado before the bat
tle, or braggadocio after. And proven brav
ery under fire is a priceless trait for a national 
leader, military or civilian. Fortunately, the 
body politic in this country has the opportun
ity to examine the background of those who 
would lead us , and they have the say in 
selecting our commander in chief. 

A lot about how a man will handle de
manding situations in the future can be 
learned from how he has faced danger in the 
past. Only a fool is never afraid; the differ
ence between heroes and cowards is that a 
hero may know fear, but goes ahead to 
bravely perform his duty, even if under fire . 
Using this criteria - Doonesbury's flaccid 
pen notwithstanding - George Bush is a 
courageous war hero. As Walt Harrington 
said in the Washington Post, "A war hero 
- not like John Kennedy, but an undis
puted war hero.'' In other words, a hero not 
merely on a paper citation, but a hero also in 
the eyes of those who were there and served 
with him. 

George Bush turned 18 a week after the 
Battle of Midway in 1942, and on his birth
day he enlisted in the United States Navy, 
against the wishes of his father. Before his 
19th birthday, he received his ensign's com
mission and wings , making him the 
youngest pilot in the Navy. He volunteered 
for advanced training in torpedo bombers at 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida and Chincoteague, 
Virginia, and was assigned to the USS San 
Jacinto . The San Jacinto was originally laid 
down as the cruiser Newark, but after Pearl 
Harbor and Midway, the Navy had its sights 
set on a carrier war, and the San Jacinto was 
finished out as a 10,000-ton light carrier. 
For a flattop she was top-heavy, thin
skinned and lightly gunned, but the San 
Jacinto could do 34 knots and she carried 
two dozen F6F Hellcats and nine TBMs, the 
GM version of the Grumman Avenger (the 
''TB' ' of TBM stands for torpedo bomber, 
with the ' ' M' ' being the abbreviated version 
of GM, General Motors , its manufacturer). 

Bush was a TBM pilot, and logged some 
1,228 hours flying time with 126 carrier 
landings and 58 combat missions. The TBM 
was the biggest carrier-based bomber the 
Navy had, and it carried 2,000 pounds of 
explosive ordnance in addition to its Brown
ing .50s. Originally part of the 3rd Fleet, 
VT-51 torpedo squadron including the San 
Jacinto was assigned to Halsey's 5th Fleet 
and Task Force 58, a fast carrier group 
under Admiral Marc Mitscher. Although 
VT-51 was a torpedo squadron, most of 
their missions were anti-sub patrol and 
bombing runs on land targets. Starting with 
a 23 May 1944 raid on Wake Island, Bush 
flew low-level cover for the landings on 
Guam and Saipan. 

During the battle for the Marianas, more 
than 300 Japanese aircraft attacked the 
American fleet and Bush was among the 
bomber pilots who took to the air to save 
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UNCOMMON 
VALOR 
Bush's World War II Record 
Shows the Right Stuff 
by Don McLean 

BELOW: Newly-commissioned Ensign 
George Bush aboard the USS San Jacinto in 
1943. This skinny, gutsy kid who enlisted in 
the Navy on his 18th birthday against the 
wishes of his father, was then the youngest 
flier in the Navy. When reminded that the 
Japanese who shot him down over 
Chichi-Jima were wont to butcher captured 
U.S. airmen for their sukiyaki and soup, 
Bush now quips, "I would have hardly 
made an hors d'oeuvre." Photo: Wide 
World Photos 

their precious planes, but he promptly lost 
oil pressure and had to ditch at sea. As the 
plane sank and Bush rowed frantically with 
his two-man crew to clear the area, 2,000 
pounds of depth charges exploded, but he 
was unhurt. They were taken aboard the 
destroyer USS Bronson and two days later 
transferred to another carrier, and Bush flew 
another TBM back to the San Jacinto. 

ABOVE: George Bush in the cockpit of his 
TBM Avenger aboard the San Jacinto in the 
South Pacific, 1944. Bush logged some 1,228 
hours flying time, and was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and three Air 
Medals. Starting with a 23 May 1944 raid 
on Wake Island, Bush flew 58 combat 
missions and had 126 carr ier landings. 
During the raid on Chichi-Jima, Bush was 
carrying a load of four 500-pound bombs 
when ground fire disabled his TBM, setting 
it on fire. He still went in to hit the target 
before bailing out. Photo: courtesy Sean 
Walsh, OVP Press Office 

BELOW: Navy Pilot Bush rescued at sea by 
the submarine USS Finback after being shot 
down over Chichi-Jima. His fellow pilots 
strafed back the Japanese boats who set out 
to capture him, and Bush survived a blow 
to the head, a ripped chute, and an 
insult-to-injury sting from a Portuguese 
man-of-war - only to accompany the 
Finback on the rest of its extended combat 
patrol. Photo: courtesy Sean Walsh, OVP 
Press Office 
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On l September 1944, VT-51 squadron 
was flying missions against Japanese radio 
stations on Chichi-Jima in the Bonin Islands 
600 miles south of Japan, in an attempt to 
destroy communications prior to the Amer
ican assault on the Palau Islands. Antiair
craft fire was particularly heavy. As Bush's 
wing man , Milton Moore, described it , 
"They had a lot of antiaircraft there, in a 
situation where they could get you in a 
crossfire whichever way you came in." 
They lost one man that day (before the war 
was over, Bush's squadron was to lose nine 
of the original 14 pilots), but the Japanese 
radio stations were still broadcasting. The 
plan for the next day was to strike the radio 
targets again, then VT-51 was to rendez
vous a few hundred miles away with Admir
al Halsey's force for the amphibious assault 
on Peleiu , one of the Palau Islands. 

Working with eight Helldivers and a 
dozen Hellcats from the USS Enterprise, 
Bush and his three companion Avengers 
took off at 0715 carrying a full load of four 
500-pound bombs. Because of the attack the 
day before, antiaircraft fire from Chichi
Jima was intense . VT-51 squadron com
mander Don Melvin led the first pair of 
bombers in, destroying a radio tower and 
damaging the support buildings. By now 
antiaircraft fire was focused on the A ven
gers, and Bush, followed by Milt Moore, 
lined up for their run. Nosing over for a 
30-degree glide, Bush flew into a mael
strom of flak and ground fire, taking a hit in 
an oil line which set his engine on fire. 
Melvin recalled that "You could have seen 
that smoke for a hundred miles." 

With smoke pouring out of his engine and 
flames spreading along his wings, instru
ments signaling that he was going down 
soon, Bush could not have been faulted ifhe 
had jettisoned his bomb load and headed 
back out to sea to ditch as close as he could 
get to the San Jacinto, but he did not. Brav
ery under fire is not a trait which looks for 
excuses to cover one's backside. As reads 
the citation which accompanied his Distin
guished Flying Cross: 

66 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

George Bush (kneeling, second from left) on 
deck of the USS Finback with her crew. 
Soaring aviators are not particularly fond of 
living under water in an iron tank, but 
Bush volunteered for duty and stood watch 
with the crew. The skipper was awarded the 
Silver Star for the actions of the Finback 
against Japanese shipping. After a brief 
R&R, Bush turned down his option to 
rotate home and island-hopped back to the 
San Jacinto for more air strikes against 
Japanese shipping and land targets in the 
Philippine campaign. Photo: courtesy Sean 
Walsh, OVP Press Office 

Opposed by intense antiaircraft fire, his 
plane was hit and set afire as he commenced 
his dive. In spite of smoke and flames from 
the fire on his plane, he continued in his dive 
and scored damaging hits on the radio sta
tion before bailing out of his plane. His 
courage and complete disregard for his own 
safety, both in pressing home his attack in 
the face of intense and accurate antiaircraft 
fire and in continuing in his dive on the target 
after being hit and his plane on fire, were at 
all times in keeping with the highest tradi
tions of the United States Naval Service. 

" I realized I was in serious trouble," 
Bush remembers, " when I saw the flames 
moving back along the crease in the wing, 
where it folds [when] aboard ship. That's 
where the fuel tanks were . .. I couldn ' t see 
the instruments for smoke. There was a 
procedure to get on the radio to notify any 
submarine in the area, or hope you ' re 
notifying them; you just go to a certain 
frequency. But I didn 't know if I was trans
mitting or not. '' 

Milt Moore, flying in Bush's wake, said , 
" He got hit and went on in, smoking . I 
pulled up on him, then he lost power and I 
went sailing by him. My gunner was the 
only one who could see behind us, and he 
called 'chutes! ' " 

After completing his bombing run, Bush 
headed back out to sea, leveling off at 1,500 
feet to give his crew a chance to bail out. 
When Bush jumped over the side, he was 
struck by the TBM's tail , and he pulled his 

ripcord too soon; the 'chute then caught on 
the tail and ripped out several panels. Fall
ing too fast , and stunned by the blow to his 
head, Bush drifted toward the Japanese is
land, but managed to slip his chute before he 
hit the water. His seat-pack life raft had 
fallen free , and a Hellcat from his flight 
dove on it to mark it, and Bush swam for it . 
Swimming toward the raft, he was stung by 
a Portugese man-of-war. He climbed 
aboard the raft and checked his .38 revol
ver, and splashed Mercurochrome on his 
head injury. 

Two Japanese boats put out from the is
land to capture him, but the fourth Avenger 
pilot on this flight , Doug West, and some of 
the Hellcats strafed them and drove them 
back to the harbor. Melvin and Moore 
radioed his position and flew away, lest they 
disclose it to the Japanese. Still numbed 
from the blow to his head, and sick and 
vomiting from sea water he took in when he 
hit, Bush fought to keep the raft from drift
ing toward the island. After hours of rowing 
with his hands, Bush saw a periscope, then a 
conning tower cut through the water I 00 
yards away. It was American. Within min
utes he was aboard and they quietly slipped 
beneath the waves. After the war, the mili
tary tribunal was told that Japanese on 
Chichi-Jima clubbed, bayoneted and be
headed U.S . airmen, and that their livers 
were served in sukiyaki and strips of their 
flesh were used to flavor soup. 

Safely aboard the submarine Finback, 
Bush learned she was beginning an extended 
combat patrol in Japanese-controlled waters. 
"We got depth charged; we got bombed by a 
Nell bomber while we were running on the 
surface. We sank a lot of enemy tonnage, 
and the skipper got a Silver Star for the sub's 
performance on that patrol. But the depth 
charging .. . it just shook the boat . . . and 
those guys would say, 'Oh, that wasn't 
close' . .. it was funny; they would say it 
must be awful flying a plane, but I thought it 
was awful just sitting in this one place. On a 
plane you can do something ... but down 
there . . . " Bush remembered. 

Bush fought his claustrophobia by volun
teering for duty , standing watch along with 
the regular crew. After several weeks on 
patrol, the battered Finback returned to 
Pearl Harbor to a hero's welcome. After his 
experience, Bush had the option of rotating 
home, but after some R&R in Honolulu he 
chose to island-hop back to Guam and then 
fly to Ulithi to rejoin the San Jacinto, just 
eight weeks after he was shot down. He then 
flew bombing strikes with VT-51 against 
enemy shipping and land targets in the Phil
ippines , and just before Christmas 1944, he 
was ordered back to the States for retraining 
in Florida and Michigan, for assignment to 
another carrier for the final assault on Japan. 

The war ended just before he was due to 
ship back overseas , and he was discharged 
as a Lieutenant (junior grade) in 1945, hav
ing been awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross and three Air Medals for his 
courageous and dedicated service to his 
country . ~ 
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DUKAKIS 
Continued from page SS 

the progress of arms control negotiations.'' 
Translation: Acquiring enough munitions 
and spares to allow NA TO forces to fight 
more than a week has a lower priority than 
deficit reduction . This is a remarkable 
ordering of priorities, considering that the 
principal reason Dukakis wants to strength
en conventional forces is to avoid the' 'early 
first use" of nuclear weapons. If he is really 
serjous about wanting to replace a nuclear 
defense with a conventional one, rebuilding 
war stocks should be his first order of busi
ness, and the one least subject to budgetary 
constraints. 

Dukakis ' fourth proposal for strengthen
ing conventional defenses is to convert three 
of th·e U .S. Army ' s light divisions to 
heavier, mechanized ones. He wants to do 
this , he says, in order to meet "the unique 
demands of intensive combat" in the Euro
pean theater , which he characterizes as "the 
most dense concentration of military forces 
in history. " 

Fine so far. The light division is one of 
the Army's more dubious ideas , and few 
would quarrel with up-gunning them . 
However, Dukakis also wants' ' to focus this 
effort primarily on reserve forces, which are 
most likely to be called on for a major con
flict. " That is a considerably more ques
tionable idea, because the success or failure 
of a conventional defense may well turn on 
how quickly its forces can respond to an 
attack, and reserve forces cannot be ex
pected to respond as quickly as active-duty 
ones. Moreover, Dukakis ' defense position 
paper does not make it clear if he intends to 
upgrade existing reserve divisions as a 
means of supplementing the present active 
force, or if he intends to upgrade presently 
active light divisions and then place them 
into the reserves. That is , to say the least, a 
troubling ambiguity . 

Either way, Dukakis is strongly commit
ted to increasing the role of reserve forces in 
U.S . and NATO defense planning. In addi
tion to the light division conversions, he 
wants to re-examine the missions of the 
National Guard and the Reserve and explore 
what additional tasks can be assigned to 
them. He specifically mentions " manning a 
larger share of Navy ships, maintaining and 
repairing vital equipment, and providing 
more intelligence support to the active 
forces." He also promises, without elabora
tion, to provide Guard and Reserve units 
with modern equipment and to provide the 
training and supplies to assure their readi
ness. And he wants our NATO allies to do 
the same. 

Dukakis is not the first presidential candi
date who has proposed strengthening Guard 
and Reserve forces, but in the past this has 
usually been proposed as a means of sup
plementing active duty units. Although he 
doesn't quite say it , Dukakis' proposals 
leave one with the impression that he views 
building up the reserves as something which 
will allow him to cut back active duty 
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forces. If ~o , that's Jiving dangerously lf 
the United States finds it~el f involved in a 
future war in Europe, the one certainty is 
that things will happen very fast - ~o fast 
that even reserve units in a high stati.> of 
readiness might not be able to re~pund 
swiftly enough to preclude commanders 
having to choose between defeat and 
reaching for the nukes. 

One also gets the impression Dukakis i~ 
adroitly exploiting the Army' s lack of can
dor with regard to the purpose of the light 
divisions. The Army maintains the fiction 
that the divisions ' purpose is rapid response 
in Europe (for which Congress is willing to 
pay), when in reality they are far better 
suited for low-to-medium intensity cont1ict 
in the Third World. Like eliminating car
riers , eliminating light divisions as active 
duty formations will reduce U.S . ability to 
project force in places outside of Europe -
and places other than Europe aie where 
almost every round fired in anger by U.S . 
fighting men in the past 43 years has been 
expended. Dukakis' defense proposals 
focus almost entirely on NATO. NATO i~ 
important; it has historically been the cen
terpiece of U.S. strategic thinking , but it 
isn' t the only concern , nor arguably even 
the most pressing. lfthe next president finds 
himself required to send Americans into 
battle, Europe is low on the list of places 
where it is likely to happen . Yet Dukakis 
casts his defense policies almost exclusively 
in the context of NATO. That too is living 
dangerously. 

Dukakis' fifth proposal for strengthening 
conventional defenses is to drastically cut 
back the Strategic Defense Initiative and 

Although he doesn't quite say it, 
Dukakis' proposals leave one with 
the impression that he views 
building up the reserves as 
something that will allow him to 
cut back active-duty forces. If so, 
that's living dangerously. 

instead emphasize a conventional defense 
initiative (yes, there is such a critter, and it 
has the backing of both the Reagan adminis
tration and Les Aspin and Sam Nunn). 
Dukakis cites "a breakthrough in antitank 
war'' as a major goal he would have the CD! 
pursue. He also wants to develop better 
battlefield command, control , communica
tion and intelligence systems, along with 
better aircraft IFF [Identification friend or 
foe] systems. 

Finding ways to apply advanced technol
ogy to the defense of the republic is an 
eminently sensible thing to do, and propo~
ing to place greater emphasis on-doing so is 
probably Dukakis ' most constructive de
fense proposal . It would have been nice if 
his laundry list of research areas had been 
longer and more specific - how about adv
anced battlefield RPYs [Remote Piloted 
Vehicles] or a breakthrough in anti-

helicopter defon~e to neuuahze the Warsaw 
Pact's Hrnd tleet~ , for ins!ani.:<' - - but the 
concept i~ ~ound. 

Emphasizing the" convcntwnal defen~e 
trutiative may have one con~eyucnce Duka
ki~ may not have anticipawd . however, and 
that i~ ii will keep alive much of the R & D 
on core technolog1e~ critical tu SDl that 
otherwi~e would be losl if he manages to 
scuttle the anti-mtssile program The truth i~ 
the two initiatives have much more in i.;om
rnon than first meeb the eye . Both are . more 
than anythrng. ebe , advanced i.:omputing in
itiauve~. and the tundamemal problems 
both must ~olve have som<' ~urprising sim1· 
laritie~ . The SDI C3 [Command . Control. 
Communication] problem. for instance. is 
how to detect. track and destroy 10,000 
warhead~ and a million decL'Y~ traveling al 
18 ,000 mph; the analugou~ CD! C3 problem 
is how LO detect, track, and destroy 30,000 
tanks and a million grunb traveling at 30 
mph. Solve the latter problem. and you ' ve 
probably taken a giant step toward solving 
the lormer, and vice ver~a . 11 SDI mus! be 
cut -- and make no mistake . cutting it will 
~quander a U.S. lead rn a type of military 
technology whose developmenl is as inevit
able a~ that of air power - changmg the 
emphasi ' to the conventional defense initia
tive i~ the alternative that will do the least 
damage . 

One place where Dukakis ' dislike of SDI 
will do enormous damage , however, is in 
the space program. That i~ because the 
Masssachusetts governor opposes the 
National Aerospace Plane , a project begun 
by the Reagan administration with the aim 
of producing a spacecraft that could take off 
and land from commercial airfields like a 
conventional aircraft. Dukakis correctly 
recognizes that it is necessary to develop 
much better expendable launchers and that 
it i' necessary tu get the shuttle flying again , 
and to his credit advocate~ doing both , but 
both steps are only stop-gap measures. The 
National Aerospace Plane represents an 
attempt to make acce~s to space sufficiently 
reliable and economical thal military and 
commercial activity outside the atmosphere 
can become routine . Until that happens the 
space program will be forever crippled and 
unable to fulfill its promise which, ironical
ly, keeps growing. lf the two-and-a-half 
years since the Challenger disaster have 
made anything clear, it is that a) assured , 
economical access to space is increasingly 
critical to national security , and b) we don't 
have it. lf Dukakis ki lls the National Aero
space Plane, it will be guaranteed we won' t 
get it any time soon. 

Perhap~ the most troubling aspecb of 
Dukakis' defense posture are the questions 
he has not addressed . Hi' position paper 
says virtually nothing about aircraft , for in
stance , yet aircraft procurement programs 
account for roughly as many defen~e dollars 
as strategic systems, and - more impor
tantly - profoundly affect the nature and 
type of conventional defense the country 
can mount 

Continued on page 83 
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KANDAHAR 
Continued from page 41 

The muj upped the ante the following 
day, however, with a 107mm rocket attack 
on the fort . Normally the rockets are fired 
from launchers, but these are not essential , 
especially if the target is at close range . In 
the case of the fort, 500 meters qualified as 
close. 

The projectiles were simply laid flat on a 
mud wall, and elevation adjustments made 
with the handiest rocks. Creative improvi
sation with a couple of wires and a 9-volt 
battery produced the firing mechanism. 

Amazingly simple, but at first it wouldn't 
fire - the battery was flat! While that hitch 
was being attended to the muj opened up 
with an 82mm mortar, lobbing Egyptian
made shells into the fort. By the time the 
rockets joined the barrage there were signs 
of fire in the base, indicating a possible hit 
on a fuel dump or vehicle . 

Eventally time out was taken for a lunch 
of bread and potatoes brought to our bunker. 
While we ate, the local commandant briefed 
us on his troops' successful operations 
against the posts of Lar and Pul to the im
mediate east of the fort. Six weeks earlier 
mujahideen drawn from 20 different jebha 
had overrun these posts on successive days , 
capturing a diverse collection of weapons , 
ammunition and other booty, including 
cash, a camera and the Soviet binoculars we 
were using . 

Of the 11 prisoners taken, five were 
Soviets who were said to be held some
where on the Afghan-Pakistan border for a 
future prisoner exchange. The six Afghan 
professional soldiers were executed. 

Now the muj were to have another go at 
the Lar outpost. A group was going in to 
soften up the defenses . Yes, I could come 
along . 

The few trees offered little overhead cov
er as long before all branches had been 
splintered into brush-ends. The choking 
dust compounded the discomfort of having 
to traverse the entire length of the trench 
crouched down until we were finally within 
50 meters of Lar. 

There was an animated debate in whis
pers as the mujahideen jockeyed for firing 
positions . My attention centered on the 
RPG man as he swung his launcher about. 
Getting caught in the ferocious back-blast of 
that beast meant a blinding at least. 

The RPG slammed into the Lar outpost 
and AKMs ripped into action. A muj 
operating a light machine gun cranked off 
nearly a full belt of ammo in one fren zied 
burst before leaping back from the lip of 
the trench. I couldn't blame him . Unlike 
the others , he had to stick his head up to 
sight the target. 

The return fusillade from Lar' s new de
fenders included the meaty crack of a 
14.5mm ZPU heavy machine gun. It had us 
hugging the trench walls and each other, 
and suddenly this exposed hole in the 
ground seemed the loneliest place in the 
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police agencies have this tape. 
Over 100 minutes. $49.95 
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PISTOL MASTERS 
Sight picture, grip, trigger pull, 
stance, type of gun and ammo, 
practice methods, mental con
cenlration ... it 's all covered 
in the best, pure " how-to" 
shoot combat pistol video 
available. Features Leatham , 
Enos, Barnhart, M cCormick, 
Plaxco, Joanne Hall, Spagnoli , 
Wilson and Chapman. 
60 minutes $49.95 

BOB MUNDEN 
The Fastest Gun To Ever Live 
Incredible fast draw disp lay 
with live ammo. Complete 
how-to for fanning and thuml>
ing with Colt single action 
revolvers. Includes card split
ting w ith both pisto l and rifl e, 
aeria l shootin g, gun spinning 
and much, much more! 
75 minutes. $49.95 

GREEN BERETS 
Sentry Neutralization 

Green Beret stealthing and 
killing techniques for taking 
out enemy guard s and sen
trys. You can learn the no 
nonesense fighting tech
niques of America's elite mil
itary fighting corps. 
60 minutes. $59.95 

JOHN SHAW 
COMBAT SHOTGUN 

Seif Defense and 
Combat Competition 

John Shaw is known world
wide as an excellent firearms 
instructor. Learn all you need 
lo know about combat shotgun 
shooting, sight picture, stance, 
grip, rapid targe t acquisition, 
pump vs. auto, chokes, pistol 
gri ps and much more. 
60 minutes $49.95 
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FIRESTORM 
How to Handle & Fire 

Fully Automatic Weapons 
Step-by-step demonstrations 
o f submachine gun s, assault 
rifles, light and heavy machine 
guns and more. Detailed in
fo rmation, explosive action 
and excit ing pe rsonal exper
iences by the most respected 
mi li ta ry small arms expert in 
the world today ... Peter Kokalis. 
60 minutes. $69.95 

HOW TO SHOOT FAST 
Self Defense and 

Combat Competition 
Six of the fas test pisto l shoot
ers in the world demonstrate 
their techniques and are 
compared in slow motion to 
determine what makes them 
so fas t. Leatham, Barnhart, 
McCormick, Campbell, Plax
co, Kerry Lathwell. 
60 minutes. $49.95 

USPSA NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

IPSC Combat Pistol Competition 
True combat pistol action fea
turing the best shooters in 
the world. Watch and learn 
as they go through the paces 
of the most realfstic combat 
courses ever designed. If Y.OU 
want to be a bet1er combat 
shooter this tape is a must. 
Professionally produced, fu ll 
color, slow motion, interviews 
and 1ots more. 
70 minutes $49.95 
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world. We beat a retreat, but the danger 
wasn't over yet. On the way back one of our 
muj accidentally discharged half a maga
zine from his AK on full auto, fortunately 
into the trench floor, narrowly missing the 
man in front of him. 

The jets continued to bomb Mahlajat and 
the mujahideen continued to attack the de
fensive belt from the trenches as we hiked 
back to Narkuneh three days later. It was 
colder now; the grapes had been harvested, 
dried and exported to Pakistan, and jackals 
had taken up residence in the deserted 
vineyards. 

The muj camp was nearly deserted too. 
During our absence most of the remaining 
mujahideen had gone to Mahlajat with Gui 
Jan, the youth who had escorted me through 
the desert to Pakistan in 1985 . He was an 
expert in electrically detonated mines made 
from captured tank shells. Some Chinese 
pressure-detonated antitank mines were in 
stock at camp, but the mujahideen habitual
ly complained of shortages still. 

Obtaining an adequate supply of weapons 
and ammo was a constant concern of the 
mujahideen , as ever-present and fun
damental as obtaining an adequate supply of 
food. " It's not the daily bombardment that 
is the difficulty for us," said Jamaluddin , 
''but the lack of ammunition.'' In particular 
they wanted more RPGs, mortar and recoil
less rifle rounds. 

In the outlying districts of Kandahar, 
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M-65 FIELD JACKET 

such as Argandab to the northwest, some 
new weapons had made an appearance 
since my first visit to Afghanistan. These 
included the Chinese Type 77 light
weight 12.7mm machine gun. The latter 
was also seen in greater numbers, along 
with its big brother, the single-barrel 
14.5mm ZPU - 1. The 122mm rocket 
launcher, the BM-12 multi-barrel rocket 
launcher, and of course the Stinger anti
aircraft missile, were also in evidence. 

Questioned about the exchange of 
drugs for guns wi th the Soviets, some of 
the Mahlajat muj admitted that the ti ti, or 
Tokarev pistol , in particular could be 
traded for hashish. Hashish is acknow
ledged as haram - forbidden - under 
Islam, but in the Kandahar countryside 
where it has traditionally been harvested 
for centuries the average Afghan does not 
consider it bad. 

The smoking of hashish by Kandahar mu
jahideen depends on the strictness of the 
group's leader. On the other hand, heroin, 
which is sold in Kandahar city, is definitely 
"bad." Twenty-five Afghan civilians re
portedly had been arrested there by a Jamiat 
commander for smoking heroin. 

Kandahar used to be Afghanistan 's 
second most populous city. Today, most of 
its residents are refugees in Pakistan or else
where. Attempts are made by the ORA au
thorities to minimize the beseiged state of 
the city by maintaining links with the out-

N2-B Extreme Cold 
Weather 

Flight 

Jacket 

side world. A bus still runs to Kabul (in 
convoy) making a stopover in Ghazni; the 
12-15 hour trip costs about U.S. $6. 

Chaman, Pakistan's border town oppo
site Spin Baldak, receives a daily bus ser
vice from Kandahar, and the passengers, 
who are almost exclusively ' ' white-beards' ' 
(the elderly) or children, do not require per
mits to travel. Young men are subject to the 
army draft; if they haven't already joined 
the muj, they keep a low profile. 

Assassinations by the mujahideen do take 
place in the city, and weapons are routinely 
stored there for operations against govern
ment posts and offices . And as long as the 
Soviets remain they too will be a target. 
National reconciliation as far as the resist
ance is concerned will be the reunion of all 
Afghan refugees with their mujahideen 
brothers in a homeland liberated not only of 
the Soviets but also from their Afghan com
munist followers. 

''The Soviets have invaded our land, 
bombed our houses and taken away our 
sovereignty, but some things they cannot 
take away," said Jamaluddin. " These are 
our customs and religion." 

In a nutshell it is their religious faith that 
binds the mujahideen together, fuels the 
jihad - and sets them apart from their 
Soviet adversaries. " The Shuravi [Rus
sians] have no book," says Abdul Khaliq. 
That is the ultimate ignominy for those 
whose lives are guided by the Holy Koran. 
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''They are the sons of Satan,'' said Jarna
luddin in final judgement. And there is no 
compromise with the devil. ~ 

SPECIAL FORCES 
Continued from page 51 

helping the Indians and broadcast messages 
from former residents whom the army had 
helped. Armed with emergency medical 
kits , Civil Affairs troops and former resi
dents of Bicalama accompanied the patrols 
into the area . "We expected heavy civilian 
and military casualties, but there was no 
resistance ,'' Mansilla said. ''The guerrillas 
had retreated into the mountains ." 

The military carted tin roofing and other 
supplies in on mules and stayed several 
weeks. When they left, the villagers asked 
for weapons for self defense, and Civil 
Affairs helped them organize a Civilian De
fense group , giving them guns and ammo. 
Now a land reform is underway to deed land 
in certain areas to the Indians. 

"We' re not gathering the people up and 
moving them away , " Lacho explained. 
"We' re helping them live where they did 
before. We want the United States to know 
that we do not take away the customs of the 
people. '' 

While Civil Affairs is instrumental in 
fighting internal subversion, it also is trying 

to neutralize a negative image of the mili
tary at home and abroad. Hand-drawn leaf
lets targeted toward the Indians show 
friendly, smiling soldi ers with natives. 
URNG is mockingly dubbed the " Guate
malan National Repressive Union. " A 
wanted poster tacked up in villages offers 
100 quetzals for handguns , 200 for an M 16, 
and 500 (equal to $200 U.S .) for an M60 or 
FN MAG 58. Some of the advice for be
havior is directed to the soldiers themselves . 
One leaflet orders soldiers: ''Be respectful of 
women, don't destroy crops, don't take gifts 
or favors , respect native customs and tradi
tions, be courteous , pay for what you get. " 

Image mending is not so easily done out
side Guatemala, however, and the army still 
stings from the blows it has received from 
the liberal press. Its earliest development vil
lages for displaced people have been called 
"concentration camps" by detractors. And 
the Civilian Defense patrols who protect the 
villages at night have been criticized as 
being the rnilitary 's " forced labor. " "Ifwe 
didn't have their loyalty , we certainly 
wouldn ' t arm them," Mansilla said. "I've 
gone into the mountains on patrol with very 
few soliders and many armed CD without a 
problem. They're even asking for missions 
into the mountains." 

Officers angrily tell us that reporters have 
blamed the army for crimes against civilians 
that were committed by guerrillas in sol
diers' clothing. In fact, the army's wood-
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You do the running. We'll supply all the motivation you 'll need 
with these authentic running cadences of our finest Armed 
Forces . 

Play these stereo audio cassettes on your portable player while 
running and you 'll go farther, faster , and easier . You 'll ENJOY 
getting back in fighting shape! I 
Free catalog of other running cassettes , marching cadences , 
matching running shirts, military recordings! 
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land cammies have become so common 
among the insurgents that the army is 
changing its standard field pattern. Johnny , 
a former combatant who spent four years in 
the EGP, told me that a group of highly 
trained guerrillas specialize in impersonat
ing the army . ''The guerrillas wore olive 
green, the same as the army, " he said. 
"They recovered uniforms and equipment 
and had a special commando unit to dress 
like army and deceive people. There were 
20 or 25 specially selected, intelligent men 
who did special duty. In 1984, in Chixel, 
some of them dressed like soldiers and con
fused the people. They told me they had 
killed some CD.'' 

But Civil Affairs hopes to limit future 
incidents by its presence. Without popular 
support, the long corridor from Nebaj to 
Mexico will be closed to the guerrillas. 
"We gave the order that all military units 
had to be involved with people,'' Col. Leto
na said. "It's no good to have thousands of 
patrols in the jungles and the guerrillas in 
the towns. " 

Officers tell with outrage of two grue
some incidents in November 1986, when 
soldiers were mutilated by the EGP. In the 
first , the guerrillas put civilians in front of 
their ranks so the army wouldn ' t shoot, and 
ambushed 25 soldiers . When army rein
forcements came in , they recovered_£ight 
wounded soldiers, but seven, including one 
officer, were missing . The weather closed 
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in and it wasn't until the next day that the 
missing were found in a shallow grave. All 
had been shot behind the ear so the face was 
destroyed by the exiting bullet. A slab of 
flesh had been hacked off the thigh of one 
soldier. Two weeks later the EGP ambushed 
a truck convoy . The face of one soldier was 
ripped off. The mutilations may have been 
ritualistic cannibalism to bind the EGP pla
toon together. Or they may have been 
staged to demoralize the military . " Where 
were the human rights people then?" El 
Zorro demanded . 

After a couple of days of Nebaj's icy 
drizzle that framed our breath in the air like 
small clouds, the fog lifted. Pilots Top Gun 
and Carlos returned with the Huey, which 
had been outfitted with new blades. The 
chopper was running supplies north, and we 
jumped at the chance to go. While the sup
plies were being loaded, Top Gun 's blaster 
blared a Donna Summer song, then Wag
ner's " Parsifal ." Then it was time to rock 'n 
roll , and the blaster was put away . We strap
ped ourselves into the seats behind the M60D 
on one side , the FN MAG 58 on the other. 

We were barely airborne when the order 
came: Five soldiers have been wounded, 
and the chopper was needed to medevac 
them from Ixcan to Guatemala City . Top 
Gun changed direction and in a few minutes 
we were flying down between the sheer, 
green cliffs of a narrow canyon. At its 
mouth, we emerged into the steamy jungle 
of Ixcan. Top Gun barely skimmed the 
treetops, a tactic that affords the chopper 
maximum protection from ground fire. 

Straight ahead, white smoke designated 
. the LZ, but as Top Gun turned in for the 

landing, we saw the wounded lying on the 
helipad. Later we learned that the area was 
crawling with guerrillas, and the helipad 
was the only place the wounded could be 
protected. But there was no room to set the 
craft down , so Top Gun aborted the landing. 

The soldiers frantically began to move 
the wounded , and Top Gun made a wide 
circle. But halfway into the second tum, a 
volley of machine gun fire punctured the 
floor of the chopper. Blood and tom flesh 
spattered the interior. A crew member 
jerked reflexively in surprise that had not 
yet become pain and shouted, 'Tm hit! " It 
was Jody Duncan . Someone else sustain~d a 
flesh wound . 

Trained as a paramedic, Jody immediate
ly worked to stop her bleeding as cooly as if 
it were someone else ' s leg that had been 
shattered. She reached into a first-aid kit 
and applied pressure bandages to her thigh 
and calf, then directed a crew member to 
start a tourniquet and splint her leg . To 
counteract shock, she injected a painkiller 
into her arm , but her fingers were too shaky 
to push an IV into her vein. A soldier tried to 
help , but his repeated attempts to insert the 
needle only bruised and bloodied her arm. 

Top Gun pulled the chopper up and yelled 
to Carlos. Their jaws clenched behind their 
plastic face shields, and although we 
couldn' t hear what they said , we could see 
that the control panel was lit with red lights. 
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After a few minutes' flying time, Top 
Gun set down at a primitive jungle guard
post. Soldiers rushed out with a stretcher, 
but he shook his head. He looked at Jody's 
blood-soaked bandages and decided to try 
for Playa Grande, where there is an army 
hospital. 

Top Gun coaxed the ailing chopper into 
the air and in another 10 minutes or so he 
skidded onto the LZ at Playa Grande. Sol
diers bundled Jody off to the infirmary - a 
low concrete structure with a few bandages 
and a table. The chopper was grounded, but 
Jody had taken four rounds in her left leg 
and needed sophisticated medical attention . 
A message was radioed to Guatemala City. 
In a few hours, Wolhan, a pilot who once 
flew us into the Peten, arrived in an Arava. 
In a race against nightfall, Jody was loaded 
and Wolhan flew us on to Guatemala City. 

In the city an ambulance transported Jody 
to the military hospital and, with her in good 
hands, we made plans to get back to Nebaj 
to finish our work and retrieve our equ.ip
ment. [ Editor's note: Jody Duncan is still 
recovering from her gunshot wounds and 
will again work as an ACA volunteer in 
Guatemala. ] We were promised a chopper 
ride first thing in the morning, but by day
break fog shrouded Nebaj. Ditto the follow
ing day , and then it was too late. We were 
scheduled to interview General Eduardo 
Wolhers, who helped write the policy for 
Civil Affairs, before we returned to the 
States . Nebaj would have to wait. 

Later, when the disabled Huey was being 
repaired, air force mechanics found 14 
7.62x51mm rounds (one in the gas tank)
probably from an FN-FAL or FN MAG 58. 
The shots severed some electrical wires, 
resulting in a loss of stabilization. Our 
pilot's guts and skill were what got us to 
Playa Grande in one piece. "Our choppers 
have holes and patches," said Colonel Car
los Posuelos, second-in-COmpland of the air 
force, " but our pilots are young and valor
ous. " 

We asked about the wounded waiting in 
the jungle for a medevac, but Col. Posuelos 
could tell us little except they were still in 
the field. All he knew for certain is that the 
weather had closed down, and two of the 
five had died. 

While the Kaibil Balarn Task Force has 
damaged the insurgents' organization, the 
army holds no illusion that its internal 
enemy of nearly three decades will slink 
away. Just as the subversives concentrated 
their efforts in the wilderness when they lost 
in the cities, they may return to urban terror
ism as they lose in the mountains. " We 
know they have been trained by Cubans, but 
their infrastructure is still too new,'' El Zor
ro said . " Right now, they are afraid to act. 
because military intelligence knows about 
them, and they can't remain clandestine. " 

Whether the insurgents will find enough 
popular support to allow them to again 
terrorize the cities is questionable. In the 
early 1980s, when curbside assassination 
was common, civilians helped stop the ter
rorists by supplying the army with names 

SUPER 
AUTOMATICS 
Nata Military Olive Drab Sold in 
Legal Kit Form. Art. No. KW7015N. 
Suggested Retail $23.99 Each. 
Front Opening (In and Out Type) 
Polished 440 Stainless Steel Blade. 
Fully Automatic Kit, 8" L. 
Many Reorders Because of 
Reliable Function! 

Postpaid 
1 Pc . .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. $15.00 
2 Pcs ... .... ........ $25.00 
3 Pcs. .. ........ : .. . $33.00 

($96.00 Per Dozen) 
($8.00 Each) 

3 Dozen-Up $84.00/Dozen 
($7.00 Each) 

5 Dozen-Up $72.00/Dozen 
($6.00 Each) 

10 Dozen-Up $60.00/Dozen 
($5.00 Each) 

25 Dozen-Up $48.00/Dozen 
($4.00 Each) 

Iron clad Money Back Guarantee 

ELITE ENTERPRISE CO. 
P.O. Box 76, Dept. SF 
Montebello, CA 90640 

Personal Check Held for 10 Days 

Address ___________ _ 

City _ ___________ _ 

State/Zip ___________ _ 

Check/Money Order Enclosed. 
Total _ __________ ~ 

We Have 7000 Dozen in Stock 
East Coast Please Add 4% For 
First Class Mail 

HUGE QUANTITY RATE AVAILABLE 
FOR DISTRIBUTOR INQUIRE 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 75 



and details. Today , army officers say that 
what Guatemala needs most, now that it has 
a developing democracy, is a stable econo
my that can support social and economic 
reforms. Increased tourism is helping . Pres
ident Vinicio Cerezo' s government is pro
moting Guatemala's beauty and good ex
change rates in the United States and 
Europe, but the first hint of terrorism might 
also repel the subversives' foreign suppor
ters. "I don't think they can afford to alien
ate the world to the extent they are denied 
support," El Zorro said. 

In the peace talks, the insurgents asked to 
be recognized as combatants and allowed to 
live unchallenged in specified mountain 
zones, which they want the army to de
militarize. According to army officers, the 
government has no intention of providing a 
couple hundred armed dissidents with a 
haven for breeding subversion and export
ing it into other areas of the country . 

"Guatemala is a democracy," said Gen. 
Gramajo. "The constitution recognizes the 
communist political party, and it is free to 
present its ideology to the people. The guer
rillas are down in numbers because they 
have strategic problems. Instead of facing 
one enemy, they face two: the government 
and the army. We are no longer defending 
the military . We are defending the will of 
the people of Guatemala, expressed in bal
lots , not bullets." 

Unofficially , the military speculates about 
what the insurgents might do. Among the 
predictions are that they will: 

• Try to group in larger units to give spec
tacular blows against military units; 

• Take refuge in Mexico, leaving ·a cache of 
arms in Guatemala, and wait for favorable 
time to rekindle the battle; 

• Remain in the villages and wait until the 
army leaves; or 

• Ask for amnesty and promote their system 
in the political arena. 
In the meantime, military offensives 

combined with the Civil Affairs program 
are delivering stunning blows to the Marxist 
infrastructure in Guatemala. But the strug
gle isn't over, according to Col. Letona. 
"It's difficult to be finished, but we know 
that because of the fighting things will be 
very di fferent for the subversives next 
year," he said. "Besides, we are planning 
another project to deny them for another 
year." ~ 

ALLEY CLEANER 
Continued from page 43 

represents the moment of maximum per
ceived recoil , the effect is a noticeable 
softening of felt recoil. In addition, removal 
of the forcing cone improves shot patterns . 

Pump guns intended for serious social 
purposes need silky smooth actions to speed 
the opening cycle and permit opening and 
closing with one hand, 'if required. To that 
effect, Robbie deburred and polished both 
the outer surface of the magazine tube and 

the inner surface of the fore-end tube. The 
two action arms were also reshaped to oper
ate without binding. 

The more you shoot , the more trigger 
sensitive you become. 'Because of its de
sign, the Model 870 trigger mechanism in
variably exhibits considerable creep prior to 
letoff. To the extent possible, this was re
moved by polishing and deburring all mat
ing surfaces of the hammer and sear. The 
trigger pull weight was also reduced to a 
very consistent 3 pounds. 

While cross-bolt safeties are not as con
venient to employ as a top-tang safety, the 
Remington Model 870 is so superior in ev
ery other regard that we must overlook this 
minor irritation . To facilitate manipulation, 
an oversize tip was silver soldered onto the 
right side of the cross-bolt. 

As it blocks the ejection port, one inch 
was removed from the back end of the fore
arm. Finger grooves were then machined 
into the forearm, and a non-slip textured 
surface was applied to the foream1 and pis
tol grip area of the buttstock using an epoxy 
mixture. Finally, the entire buttstock and 
forearm were sprayed with a two-part epoxy 
paint. 

Robar's extended magazine tube was fit
ted to the factory tube, together with a long
er and stronger follower spring. Magazine 
capacity is now seven rounds with a 20-inch 
barrel and six with an 18-inch barrel. Cho
ate's high visibility orange shell follower 
was also installed. It protects the spring 
from over-compression and offers instant 
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visible recognition that the magazine is 
empty. 

Occasionally, a shell will jump the shell 
stop and propel itself out of the magazine 
tube to lodge between the lifter and closed 
bolt. Cycling the action after this stoppage 
occurs is sometimes impossible. Previous
ly, the only solution was to mill a slot in the 
lifter so that a makeshift tool (such as a key) 
could be inserted to pry the shell back into 
the magazine. About two years ago Rem
ington modified the Model 870 bolt by 
machining an undercut below the bolt face. 
This permits the action to be racked rear
ward; extracting and ejecting the empty 
shell, freeing the shell on the lifter to be 
dropped out the ejection port by gravity and 
a new round to be chambered from the 
magazine tube as the action is racked for
ward. If your Model 870 bolt is an older 
variant, it needs to be altered in this manner. 

Rubber recoil pads should always be 
rounded to facilitate speed mounts. Sling 
swivels are another useful addition. Finally, 
Bruce Nelson's #65 shotgun shell holder 
was attached to the stock (Combat Leather, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 8691 CRB, Tucson, 
AZ 85738. Catalog $3). Fabricated from 
leather, it holds five rounds and will not 
interfere with a proper cheek weld. 

Shiny, reflective surfaces just won't do 
on exposed shoulder arms. We chose a 
black chrome sulfide conversion coating for 
our Robar combat shotgun, which is non
reflective and more resistant to corrosion 
and abrasion than black oxide (salt bluing) 

finishes. 
All of these custom modifications will set 

you back about $600, in addition to the cost 
of the shotgun. Not exactly inexpensive. 
But, remember, this is a professional tool. 
However, purchasing a weapon ~uch as this 
is only the very smallest part of the equa
tion. You must be trained, and practice un
ceasingly. 

Proficiency with a combat shotgun 
should commence with a tough, demand
ing, formal training cycle. There is no better 
course offered on the fighting shotgun than 
the one given by Louis Awerbuck of the 
Yavapai Firearms Academy, Ltd. (Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 27290, Prescott Valley, AZ 
86312; phone: (602) 772-8262). Awerbuck 
served in the South African Defence Force 
and as Chief Rangemaster of Cooper's 
American Pistol Institute from 1984 to 
1987. He has taught combat rifle, pistol, 
shotgun and submachine gun employment 
to law enforcement; civilian and military 
groups throughout the United States. 

Feeling that it would also serve as an 
excellent test bed for the Robar shotgun, I 
enrolled in one of Awerbuck's rigorous 
two-day shotgun seminars. 

Students first learn that each shotgun bar
rel has its own idiosyncracies and will pro
duce better or worse patterns with different 
loads and shot sizes at varying distances. 
You must know what your personal shotgun 
can and cannot do. 

Other topics covered include shooting 
positions, slings, gun mounting and cheek 

CHARLEY'S MILlTARIA, INC. 

weld, "blind" fire drills, tactical manipula
tion and movement, house clearing, ready 
positions, loading techniques, shooting on 
the move and weapon retention. At least 
250 rounds are fired during the two-day 
period. Slugs are shot from snap and braced 
precision positions at ranges out to 100 
yards. All participants are constantly driven 
to their limits by incessant one-on-one com
petition in every tactical scenario. 

In the real world we will invariably and 
instinctively react in the manner in which 
we have been trained and have practiced. 

· Proper training and constant practice are 
especially important when you employ a 
manually operated shotgun. Pump guns 
must be racked smartly and completely, 
both rearward and foreward. 

One of the shotgun's most salient features 
is the large variety of ammunition types it 
can digest. Moving out of the muzzle at 
more than 1,500 fps, 437-grain hollow
based rifled slugs can extend the combat 
shotgun's range to 200 yards in the hands of 
an experienced operator. If the barrel has 
been correctly jug choked, you can expect 3 
MOA accuracy. At closer ranges, these 
slugs will penetrate up to 14 inches of soft 
tissue and will expand to leave a wound 
track (permanent cavity) 1 inch in diameter. 
Some guns will shoot more accurately with 
the 490-grain Brenneke slug. 

At closer ranges buckshot remains the 
better choice. For many years, law enforce
ment agencies have depended upon No. 4 
buckshot which has 27 .24-inch diameter 
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pellets in each standard 2314-ounce shell. 
Penetration problems have resulted in a re
turn to 00 buckshot with its superior lethal
ity , albeit somewhat lower hit probability. 
You can depend upon 00 buckshot to put an 
immediate stop to any confrontation up to 
30 yards - beyond that you'd better stuff a 
slug in the chamber. 

In my experience , Federal Premium 
Buckshot (Federal Cartridge Co., Dept. 
SOF, 900 Ehlen Drive, Anoka MN 55303) 
will significantly improve 00 buckshot per
formance. 

Indoors, buckshot will penetrate several 
layers of sheetrock and could endanger 
family members in adjoining rooms . I pre
fer BB shot, which has a pellet diameter of 
.18 inches, in this close-range environment. 
Each I '!.-ounce shell contains more than 60 
pellets. Another interesting alternative for 
defensive scenarios in confined spaces is 
Remington's (Remington Arms Co., Inc., 
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Other ammunition types for the 12-gauge 
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No other weapon offers the close-range 
effectiveness and ammunition versatility of 
the combat shotgun. It should be selected 
over the handgun whenever concealment is 
not a required element. Its potential for self
defense is limited only by the proficiency of 
its operator. ~ 
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I WAS THERE 
Continued from page 21 

on my next trip," I requested. 
It seemed like a ho-hum flight on 

through Newfoundland and to New 
York, our terminal, but the crew had 
plenty to speculate about. They knew, 
the same as I, that we could get no 
information from military channels, 
and everyone was trying to figure a 
way we could learn the results of the 
mission. Finally they asked me. 

"Well," I suggested hazily, "if we 
have an engine failure, or an emergen
cy in flight of some kind .. .. " All knew 
that we wouldn't have an occasion to 
land at Bluie West One for about a 
year. 

However, it was on our very next 
flight out of New York to Newfound
land and on to Prestwick, Scotland, 
that we had to turn north to the Davis 
Strait and into Bluie West One due to 
two rough engines. They were pretty 
bad. But broad daylight and clear 
weather made it easy. 

Major Westmark met us at the ramp 
in a jeep. He was a tall man of about 50 
with a ready smile and twinkling eyes. 
We all liked him immediately, for he 
seemed quite efficient. He later told us 
he was a non-flying officer specializing in 
operations and maintenance. In civilian 
life he had been an archeologist before 
being called to active duty in the war. 

"I've been expecting you," he 
grinned, shaking my hand, "As soon 
as you reported two rough engines." 

Two mechanics appeared and 
Johnny told them we had some fouled 
plugs and suggested changing the front 
ones. They were easier to get to for 
replacement and took less time. 

Major Westmark loaded us in the 
jeep and took us to the dining room for 
coffee. It was mid-morning and we set
tled at a table with the major. It was 
quite obvious that he was enjoying 
himself and our stop. 

"You sure spiced up our life here, 
and gave us something to talk about," 
he began. "We sat up half the night after 
your emergency call planning the mission 
and arguing about the calling cards." 

''The next day, near noon, we took 
two B-24s, with the colonel flying one 
and the engineering officer flying the 
other. We loaded them with two 
1,000-pound bombs in each airpl~ne. 
I went along as observer and camera
man. We slipped around Prince Christ
ian just off the water and went up the 
east side of Greenland in broken 
clouds. It sure helped to be able to 
home on to his transmitter." He 
laughed as he recalled the mission. 

"He was lying right where you said 
in the mouth of the cove and we went 
in at 2,000 feet in a big break in the 
clouds. As soon as we dropped the 
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calling cards, we circled and I got some 
beautiful pictures, I think, but they 
haven't been developed yet." 

"I don't think we got a direct hit, for 
all seemed to explode on the moun
tainside just above. The whole side of 
the mountain just seemed to start mov
ing down into the cove. It became a 
huge glacier, sliding into the sea. It 
filled the cove and enveloped the sub
marine and kept pouring into the sea 
until it had moved the shore out nearly 
a quarter of a mile. I could see granite 
boulders mixed with the glacier ice and 
snow. We circled and watched for over 
10 minutes, and when we left the slide 
was still coming down from some dis
tance up the mountainside." 

"You know that submarine is en
tombed in ice for the next few 
thousand years. Wouldn't you like to 
be here after civilization has been de
stroyed, rebuilt, lost and found a few 
more times, when the sub is unearthed 
through a volcano, a warming trend in 
the Arctic, possibly by a shifting of the 
earth's magnetic poles, or some other 
means? Just imagine the talk about the 
'prehistoric submarine.' " 

I was still thinking about that as we 
went roaring down the runway to lift 
off. Then I was looking for another sub 
- they often worked in pairs. ~ 

COMBAT 
WEAPON CRAFT 
Continued from page 28 

or the backs of large map sheets -
carried by individuals or team leaders 
can also help identify your FLOT (for
ward line of own troops) to a pilot. 

Once you have these things you are 
in business. Now all you need is a 
target! 

When you do have a target make 
sure you know where it is before you 
call for aircraft. They must have a defi
nite target to go to. There will usually 
be two forms of request for air support, 
sent through your battalion headquar
ters perhaps. One will be for a normal 
response and one for urgent, some
times last ditch, requests. In Oman the 
code word for the latter was "Star
trek." 

Consider the weather. Shallow 
attacks can be made with cannon and 
rockets under a low cloud base, but 
most pilots prefer to attack from high
level, especially if there is a SAM 
threat. Things look different from the 
air, and in bad weather or low light 
pilots may have great difficulty in iden
tifying targets. 

The best way to identify the target to 
the aircraft is to fire a smoke round 
onto it from a gun or mortar, but if that 
is not possible you must direct the pilot 
onto it visually. 

Choose a prominent landmark, re
membering that small hills and slopes 
do not show up from the air, and then 
work toward the target by giving the 
pilot bearings and distances to other 
features, making sure at each stage that 
he is certain he has the right one. 

If you are in close contact the best 
initial point of reference will be your 
own position, marked with your tango, 
and a direct reference can be given 
from it to the target. 

Every army and air force will have its 
own conventions, but at the least a 
pilot will need to know what the target 
is and where it is. He must know where 
your own troops are, and if you are 
going to mark the target he will need to 
know whether it is to be with smoke or 
HE. If you are using a marking round it 
is usually best to let the pilot call for the 
round, so that he can position himself 
correctly in order to see it burst. 

Make sure before you tell the pilot 
he is clear to run in, that all artillery and 
mortars have stopped firing. 

Corrections to the strike of the first 
aircraft's guns or rockets can be given 
to the second aircraft as he runs in. 
They should be given in terms of a 
bearing and distance from the first 
strike. 

Finally, remember that after calling 
the aircraft in it is your job to watch his 
tail. Keep a watch out for the telltale 
smoke of a SAM launch and warn the 
pilot if you see one. The call of "SAM, 
SAM, SAM!" over the Sarbe will be 
enough to send the aircraft climbing 
toward the sun to confuse a heatseek
er' s sensors - something eve.ry close
air support pilot will appreciate and 
remember when you need him the 
next time around. ~ 

HUACKING 
Continued from page 53 

The apparently misinformed informant 
was not heard from until two days later, in a 
noisy taverna in Nicosia. 

"So what happened to the raid on the 
plane?" I mused. 

" It had to be cancelled at the last mi
nute," he (mis)informed me. Five senior 
Cyprus Airways officials were bribed, he 
did not know by whom, to inform the hi
jackers ifthe plane was going to be stormed . 
A high frequency radio was installed in a 
harigar to communicate with the hijackers, 
he claimed. After a few hours they realized 
the police had detected their transmissions. 
The grenade was exploded to warn the hi
jackers. "Cyprus Airways knew who the 
five ' traitors' were, but were covering up. 
They didn't want a scandal. " 

Again, I asked for corroboration, ocular 
proof, evidence. He promised to take me the 
next morning to someone who would back 
up his story . 

The next morning, no call from my talka-
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counterspies , where Kim Philby once 
walked the streets of Hamrah , this island 
is the new mecca for tourists , radicals , 
and espionage. Each summer more than 
1.5 million European vacationers flock 
here. But the year-round population now 
consists of Muslim radicals, arms and 
drug dealers, and a community of those 
practicing the art of intelligence. 

Terrorist elements are becoming in
creasingly active. Three weeks after the 
hijacking of Kuwaiti 422, a car bomb 
rocked the streets of Nicosia . One hun
dred kilos of TNT turned a busy street 
near the Israeli Embassy into an instant 
inferno. The driver, later identified as a 
pro-Iranian fundamentalist traveling on 
a forged Lebanese passport, met Allah 
when the car exploded prematurely. 
Windows shattered and buildings rocked 
nearby . At the police headquarters a 
block away the police chief ducked 
under his desk as bits and pieces of plas
ter and paint rained down in his office. 

The bomb blew a meter-wide hole in a 
bridge reducing the Pajero sedan to 
charred shrapnel. A Cypriot woman trav
eling in a car immediately behind was 
also killed, burned beyond recognition. 

It was the second bomb attack this 
year. In February, a car bomb killed 
three Palestinian officials in the coastal 
city of Limassol. Less than a day later, 
another blast crippled a ferry leased by 
the PLO for a "symbolic voyage of re- · 
tum" to Israel. Authorities suspect the 
work of the radical Jewish Defense 
League. 

In 1985, the local manager of Iraqi 
Airways died in his booby-trapped car 
and three Israelis were murdered in an 
attack by pro-Palestinian guerrillas on 
their yacht at Larnaca Marina. 

On a given afternoon one can visit 
"Joe's Date Place" cafe or the lobby of 
the Churchill Hotel in Nicosia and catch 
a glimpse of those watching or being 
watched . 

"Everybody is on this island," con
fessed a United Nations official who 
asked not to be named. "You name it 
... the Libyans , PLO, Israelis, Bulga
rians, Lebanese , MI6 , CIA , KGB , 
they're all here - watching each other. 
There hasn ' t been such a cat-and-mouse 
arena since the old days in Vienna.'' 

At times playing the spy game can be 
a bit humorous within the confines of an 
island nation with a population of only 
600,000. Last summer Western intelli
gence agents installed a listening post in 
a Cypriot coastal town. Co-ax cables fed 
into a desk full of receivers from three 
antennas perched on the roof above. 
Within days, agents noticed a new set of 
antennas on the roof, apparently in
stalled overnight. Cables led to an apart
ment next door . A bit of checking turned 
up the fact the next door apartment was 
leased to two men with Arabic sounding 
names . 

When the mysterious new tower was 

NOVEMBER 88 



tive friend. A call to the Foreign Ministry . 
got a "total nonsense'' reaction from Minis
ter George Iacovou. A number of highly 
placed people, Cypriot and Western intelli
gence sources , firmly denied the infor
mant' s accusations. None were alarmed by 
them. They took them as the ravings of a 
madman. 

But, questions remain. 
What exactly made the explosive noise? 
Why didn 't the hijackers react when they 

heard it? 
Why was the Hercules transport allowed 

to land in full view of the hijackers rather 
than being diverted to another airport? I 
believe my secretive informant had some of 
the answers . 

TERROR, INTRIGUE & 
TOURISTS 

The body of the first murdered hos
tage had just been dumped on the tar
mac, shot by fundamentalist Muslims 
~olding the Kuwaiti jumbo jet. Less than 
100 yards away a planeload of German 
vacationers poured out of the daily 
Lufthansa flight from Frankfurt, stroll
ing along the tarmac to the airport com
plex, oblivious to the drama unfolding 
nearby. 

The Cypriot government was deter
mined - despite the constant danger 
that the hijackers could, at any moment, 
open fire or blow up the 747 - to keep 
the airport open, to avoid disrupting the 
flow of tourists who keep this sunny 
island's economy afloat. 

Two miles away, along Lamaca Bay, 
European fun seekers filled the beach 
front hotels, basking topless in the warm 
Mediterranean sun. 

Along Arch Makarios Avenue, Lar
naca 's main shopping street, the side
walk cafes and shops were full of tomato 
red faces sipping brandy sours or picking 
up handmade Lefkira lace and copper 
trinkets. High above them in an obscure 
apartment along the avenue a lone figure 
sat in semi-darknes, shades tightly 
drawn, in front of an !com 2000 multi
band radio receiver, watching the digital 
display click through the 99 frequencies 
programmed in the unit. As a transmis
sion breaks the squelch the computer's 
female voice invades the room's silence , 
" 1-2-2-point-zero-zero megahertz." 
Then the Lamaca control tower air traf
fic controller is heard speaking to the 
hijackers aboard KU422. A Superscope 
tape recorder wired to the powerful re
ceiver automatically records every 
word . The apartment is a Western in
telligence listening post , its sensitive 
antennas on the roof above tuned in to 
every morsel of marine and air radio 
traffic coming out of the Middle East. 

Cyprus , an island of terror, intrigue, 
and tourism, has become the Middle 
East center of all three . Since the demise 
of Beirut as a bustling vacation capital, 
complemented by spies, smugglers, and 
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scaled by one daring agent and the fre
quencies obtained, they were horrified 
to learn their next-door neighbors were 
members of the PLO. It seems the 
Palestinians were picking up coded mes
sages from colleagues driving taxis on 
the streets of Jerusalem, passing them to 
the PLO office in Nicosia, on another 
frequency. 

The primative Cypriot security force 
is unable to cope with the invasion of 
foreign intelligence operatives or those 
bent on blowing targets and themselves 
to bits. 

Western officials responsible for 
training Cypriot law enforcement in 
counterterrorism methods voice frustra
tion. "We've given them every piece of 
equipment you can imagine, backed 
with months of training, but they can't 
seem to get the hang of it,' ' a European 
counterterrorism expert confided. 
"Electronic equipment has been sitting in 
a closet, unused, for almost two years." 

But the game, of course, will last 
much longer than that - providing the 
players don't erase each other first. 

THE HIJACKING OF 
KUWAITI AIR 422 

When Kuwaiti Air flight 422 was 
seized in mid-air enroute from Bangkok 
to Kuwait on 5 April 1988 as it neared 
the Straits of Hormuz, it marked the 
beginning of a ghoulish 3 ,200-mile jour
ney that took the 747 from Mashhad in 
northeastern Iran to Larnaca, Cyprus, 
and finally to Algiers in the longest unin
terrupted hijacking of all time. 

Intelligence agents say it may have 
been a family affair. The hijacking was 
believed to have been masterminded by 
Imad Mughniyen , a 36-year-old 
Lebanese who is both cousin and 
brother-in-law to one of the 17 terrorists 
held in a Kuwaiti jail. Mughniyen , 
Western intelligence agents believe, had 
led several attempts to free the prisoners . 
Among them: the seizure of TWA flight 
847 in 1985, during which U.S. Navy 
diver Robert Stethem was beaten and 
shot to death. 

The kidnappers holding many of the 
more than 20 Western hostages in Leba
non, including nine Americans, had also 
made the release of the prisoners in Ku
wait the key demand. 

Hostages freed from Flight 422 indi
cated that fugitive terrorist Hassan Izza
din , wanted in the United States for the 
murder of the Navy diver, also may have 
been aboard the plane. Izzadin is a ruth
less Muslim zealot and former body
guard for Lebanese Amal leader, Nabi 
Berri. Izzadin's true identity was con
firmed in early 1986 by Israeli-trained, 
pro-Western Lebanese intelligence 
agents who have successfully penetrated 
radical Moslem elements in Lebanon. 

Izzadin's mark of brutal determina
tion was evident as the hijack dragged 
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on. Deadlines came and went as the hi
jackers killed two hostages and continu
ally threatened the lives of the rest. 

The skyjacking triggered political 
chaos around the Middle East. The re
gion's leaders, troubled that the incident 
had once again placed Arabs in a bad 
light and , more important, diverted 
attention from the four-month-old 
Palestinian uprising in Israeli-occupied 
territory, rushed to condemn the action. 
Many Arab leaders accused Iran of being 
behind the takeover. One hostage freed 
during the six-day stop in Larnaca re
ported several gunmen joined the hijack
ers in Iran and brought aboard sub
machine guns, hand grenades and explo
sives. It is well known among Arab rul
ers that Iranian ruler Ayatollah 
Khomeini seeks to topple all secular 
power in the Middle East, replacing it 
with Islamic religious rule. 

After circling Beirut the airliner land
ed in Cyprus on 8 April where two plls
sengers, Abdullah Khalidi, 25, and Kha
lid Ayoub Kander, 20, both Kuwaitis, 
were shot and dumped on the tarmac. 
Authorities in Larnaca initially refused 
to refuel the plane. But after the two 
hostages were killed and Algeria offered 
to take the plane, they relented. The 
standoff continued in Algiers, which 
helped negotiate the release of 52 hos
tages from Iran in 198 1. Algerian offi
cials opened talks with the hijackers the 
day the plane landed . 

Hostages pleaded to authorities over 
the plane's radio to bring an end to the 
crisis. " I ask the authorities to free the 
prisoners or the kidnappers will kill us ,'' 
one hostage urged. 

The skyjackers defended their ac
tions. "We are men of principle, not 
highway bandits ," one asserted. " We 
would have preferred not to use such 
methods , but we have no choice. We 
repeat our demand for the liberation of 
our 17 brothers . . . ' ' 

The Kuwaitis view the hijacking as a 
part of their ongoing struggle with Iran, 
which has sought to destabilize their 
country, to punish them for supporting 
Iraq in the Gulf War. 

There is little doubt the seizure of 
flight 422 refueled the explosive condi.
tions in the Middle East. Even with the 
expected signing of peace accords be
tween Iran and Iraq, jihad will continue. 
Islamic scholars point out that there are 
two elements of jihad: active and pas
sive. Active conflict only takes a rest to 
allow the "fighters of Satan" to reener
gize and start anew. ~ 

DUKAKIS 
Continued from page 68 

What does Dukakis think of the C-17 
transport program, arguably the single most 
important development program in the Pen-
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tagon budget - and one whose expected 
cost is not all that different from the cost 
of the two carrier battle groups the Mas
sachusetts governor wants to cut'I We 
don 't know . 

What does he haw to say about the Ad
vanced Combat Fighter, presently under de
velopment for the Air Force , and the Navy's 
Advanced Tactical Aircraft projedl Both 
are expected to be $20 to $40 billion pro
grams. Will the candidate stay the course 
and preserve the country·s JO-year qualita
tive lead in fighter aircraft design, or will he 
settle for parity in the mterest of cost
cutting? Will Dukakis continue development 
of the National Strategic Reconnaissance 
Plane , the planned successor to the SR-7 1 
Blackbird? ln the past he ha; supported a 
mutual, verifiable nuclear freeze. b he will
ing to bear the costs of verification? 

Will he continue development of the V-
22 Osprey tilt-engine aircraft , a system that 
will enormously increase the mobility and 
conventional war fighting capabilities uf 
U.S. forces but is likely to cost $23 to $27 
million a copy? 

How does Dukakis , who has repeatedly 
expressed concern about Soviet tank forces , 
feel about the acquisition of additional AH-
64 Apaches - at $1 I to $12 million each? 1f 
that's too expensive what does he propose to 
do instead? Buy more antitank missiles'! If 
so, which ones? Advanced TOW? Hellfire? 
The Army ' s new FOG-M [Fiber Optic 
Guided Missile] or the Hypervelocity mis
sile? Dukakis has frequently said he thin.ks 
the services have too many weapons sys
tems under development . Which of these 
does he intend to cut? 

To be sure , it is unfair to ask a candidate 
in the middle of an election to pick and 
choose among the Pentagon's laundry list of 
systems, but it is not unreasonable, when 
the candidate has proposed to balance a 
major reduction in the nuclear deterrent 
with strong conventional defenses , to give 
some indication of the size and type of con
ventional forces that he thinks would be 
needed and to spell out a doctrine on how 
they might be used . 

The last point is particular! y troubling. ln 
the absense of a clear doctrine explaining 
how a conventional defense can function as 
an alternative to the nuclear deterrent , it is 
very difficult to judge whether Dukakis has 
really bothered to think through his defense 
policy . The Pentagon has certainly spent a 
great deal of time (and not a little money) 
over the past decade trying to develop ways 
in which a major Soviet thrust in Europe 
could be countered without reaching for the 
nukes. What has emerged from this effort is 
that it probably can be done, but doing so 
may very well require higher military 
budgets and force levels than NATO now 
sustains. It is a near certainty it can't be 
done on the cheap. lf Dukakis thinks it can 
be, he should explain how. So far he hasn 't , 
and his failure to do so leaves doubt as to his 
real priorities: Does he want to replace a 
nuclear defense with a conventional one or 
does he want to reduce the defense budget 

generally? A.fter nearly two years of cam
paigning he still hasn ' t told us . 

The ultimate quesnon regardmg any pres
idential candidate 's defense policy is under 
what circumstances is he or sh prepared to 
use 1mlitary force . Dukaki, · statement; in 
this regard are predictably dovish . empha
sizing deterrence and d1;armamenr treaties 
and advocating a strong conventional de
tense because "a fundamental goal uf our 
national security policy mus1 be tu prevent 
the use of a single nuclear weapon. whether 
strategic or battlefield , whether b)· calcula
tion or miscalculation , by ;uperpuwers, by 
a regional power , or by terrorists .· · 

Fine , but is he prtpared to Ust' his conven
tional force if the netd arises? There is no 
way of telling . in the past , prts1dents faced 
with the choice of war or peace have often 
acted in way; far differeni than what might 
be expected from them on the strength of 
their backgrounds and campaign state
ments . Lyndon Johnson . who portrayed 
Barry Goldwater as a warmonger 111 l 964, 
sent American forces to Vietnam Je;s than a 
year later. Jimmy Carter. who dunng the 
1976 campaign wasn ' t bashful about point
ing to his background as a Naval officer , 
chose not to use force against Iran . even 
though the provocation - tht' seizure of the 
American embassy - was an act of war. 
Ronald Reagan talk; tough and has shown 
the willingness to use force -· as in the 
Persian Gulf and Grenada · bur he has 
done so with circumspection and caution . 
The fact that he did not destroy Shi ' ite 
strongholds in Lebanon fo lluwing the 
bombing of the Marine barracks m Beirut in 
l 982 , or retaliate against lran direct! y , pro
vides ample testimony to that . 

There is really no way to knuw how 
Dukakis might re~pond if confronted with 
the need to use military power. What is 
worrisome is that perceived weaknes~ fre
quently invites attack , and Dukakis' de
fense pronouncements , which do not paint a 
picture of a politician to whom military 
strength is a very high priori! y, or of one 
who even has fu lly thought out the conse
quences of his own positions , sound an un
certain trumpet . ~ 

GRENADA 
Continued from page 63 

scattered the crews . 
By 1000 hours B Company wa; finn on 

the fuel tank hill , while A Company held the 
Calliste high ground 500 meters acro~s the 
valley to the southeast. Neither company 
contemplated further advance , as they had 
secured their objecti ves . and the action of 
lst/75th was initially confined to consoli
dating its positions and providing sniper 
fire . From the area of a small building just 
west of the Cubans ' compound however , 
75mm recoilless rifle fire was proving 
effecti ve against A Company. The men 
pulled back from their expo~ed positions , 
leaving ob~ervation posb on the ridge, 
whi le g~nship assistance was summoned. 
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Four AH-1 T Cobras from the 22nd 
Marine Amiphibious Unit flew south to sup
port the Army in the Salines area. Difficul
ties were experienced by the Marine pilots 
in obtaining any radio contact with the Air 
Force AC-130s or ground units. The radio 
frequencies given to the Marines were in
correct. However, after a fruitless flight by 
the first pair of Cobras, Captain Gary Wat
son, USMC, wingman to Captain Douglas 
Diehl, USMC, picked up an Army frequen
cy. Diehl and Watson flew south, making 
contact with the lst/75th's forward air con
troller (PAC). Neither pilot could make 
sense of the target identification message, 
as the Rangers and Marines were using dif
ferent maps. However, with considerable 
ingenuity, the PAC used a reflecting mirror 
to pinpoint the house that concealed the 
recoilless rifle. Still slightly uncertain, the 
two Cobras came in. Suddenly both pilots 
heard the controller yell, "That's it! That's 
it! It's right under you!" Watson swung 
left, while behind him Diehl fired bursts 
from his 20mm cannon. Watson circled 
round to come in a second time. He fired 
straight through a window, which destroyed 
the building. Three Cubans ran for a nearby 
truck, so Watson fired again, hitting the 
vehicle and blowing it up . Both Cobras re
turned to the USS Guam to refuel. 

Shortly after 1000 hours, B Company, 
lst/75th was horrified to see two Ranger 
motorcyclists heading straight for the 
Cuban Mission from the terminal area. 
They were totally exposed on the track in 
the valley and obviously oblivious to the 
fact that they were riding directly into 
enemy positions. They came under heavy 
fire. Both fell from their machines, wound
ed, and lay in the dust. Because of their 
exposed position B Company was unable to 
bring them in. They were to remain there, 
protected by sniper fire, until mid
afternoon , when they were evacuated dur
ing a lull in the fighting. 

The 2nd/75th had had an easier time . Not 
only did the battalion drop quickly as a unit, 
but the men met little resistance when they 
assisted in clearing the area west of Hardy 
Bay. Kearney 's A Company moved into the 
partially completed terminal buildings and 
up into the "Old" Camp. Here they discov
ered many abandoned weapons, including a 
12.7mm AA gun, recoilless rifles and small 
arms, in and around the Cuban barracks. 
Sittnik' s B Company pushed along the nar- r 
row piece of land south of the runway to- 1 
ward Point Salines, while Hanna's C Com-

1 
pany cleared the low hills to the north down 1 
to Canoe Bay. Nothing of interest was 
found. The battalion became involved in 
escorting and guarding Cuban prisoners. 
Although the plan was for it to advance on 
Calivigny, enemy resistance had proved far 1 
stronger than was anticipated, and the im
possibility of getting to Calivigny that day 
was obvious to Hagler. 

By 1000 hours both Ranger battalions 
were firm on their positions north of the 
runway. The lst/75th held the area east of 
the terminal, with B Company on the left on L 
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the fuel tank hill and A Company on the 
right around Calliste, including the platoon 
at True Blue . Hagler's men held the termin
al area,' 'Old'' Camp and the high ground to 
the west. Salines airfield had been taken. It 
was secure enough for the Rangers' C-130s, 
which had refuelled in Barbados , to land. 

During the planning process there had 
been confusion over the arrival time in Gre
nada of the 82nd Airborne's leading ele
ments. They should have been on the 
ground by H-plus-four hours, that is about 
0930 hours. However, this was changed by 
Atlantic Command to a departure at H-plus
four, giving , with a five-hour flight, an 
arrival of H-plus-nine. 

At 1405 the first C-141 Starlifter bringing 
82nd Airborne troops touched down at 
Salines. 

Shortly before Major General Trobaugh 
and advance elements of the 82nd touched 
down, Newman with B Company, lst/75th 
decided that something must be done to 
rescue the two wounded Ranger scouts. 
Collecting some Cuban prisoners and a 
Spanish-speaking Ranger, Newman, hold
ing a bullhorn, slowly advanced toward Lit
tle Havana with the Cuban construction 
workers in front. He called out to the 
Cubans to surrender, whereupon two came 
forward with their weapons above their 
heads. First Sergeant Cayton advanced to 
the compound, where he found about 150 
Cubans apparently willing to give up. He 
also discovered two dead and 23 wounded. 
Cayton continued to negotiate, and shortly 

Headover 
Versati le ga rmen t developed by the S.A.S. elite 
British forces. Made of fleece brushed heavy
weight poly propylene. Worn three ways. Black. 
One size fits all. Made in the U.S.A. 
SFKOS-1034 . . ... . .. . . . ....... . ... . . $7.95 

Wristover 
Also developed by the British and made 
of 100% polypropylene. Cover the thin-sk inned 
wrist area where heat ca rrying blood vessels 
run close to the surface. Black. One size fits all. 
Made in the U.S.A. 
SFK04-1036 ........................ $5.95 

SFK08-10341 

SFK04-10361 

The Adventure 
Continues ... 
U.S. CAVALRY CATALOG 
136 color pages of action 
packed military eq uip 
ment and adventure gear. 
Clothing, rappelling and 
surv ival tools, train in g 
manuals, etc. Thousands 
of unique items. 

HEAD OVER 

WR ISTOVER 

U.S. Cava lry Cata log ($300) 

FREE Shipping / Handling/Ins. OnlyWhen Yot1 Mail 
Th1sCoupon(Aeg S4.95) 

TOTAL 

WORLD'S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 

Dept. SFK 

2855 Centennia l Ave., Radcliff, KY 40160-9000 

before 1500 hours he was able to escort out 
the wounded, plus about 70 prisoners. The 
remaining 80 had decided to fight on. While 
at the compound, he was able to destroy 
several hea·vy weapons , including mortars 
and recoilless rifles. But even so the picture 
was far from rosy. 

Salines had been secured; the students at 
True Blue were safe, and the Marines had 
Pearls. These were the pluses. The debit 
side was longer. Resistance had been 
heavier than expected; the Cubans and PRA 
were still fighting; there was another cam
pus at Grand Anse full of students waiting to 
be rescued, and there was no way the two 
under-strength Ranger battalions could se
cure Camp Calivigny as planned. 

Sergeant Randy Cline was in A Com
pany , lst/75th Rangers. He came from 
Belle Union in Indiana and had been a · 
policeman and deputy sheriff before joining 
the Army. Like many in his battalion, Cline 
had been alerted at his home by a phone call 
early on the morning of the 23rd, but he did 
not think it was anything other than an exer
cise and joked with his wife about seeing her 
later in the day. Sergeant Cline flew to Gre
nada with his battalion, but unlike the 
majority of A Company, he did not para
chute onto the Salines runway. 

Cline was in command of a gun jeep, 
team number 5, so he was not involved in 
the frantic scramble to re-rig for a drop as 
the C-130 circled around and above the is-

Continued on page 90 

• As a Hood 

• As a Hat 

• As a Neck Gaitor 

• Keeps Hands 
Warm 

• Keeps Fingers 
Free for Work 

• Wear Under 
Gloves/Mittens 
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Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 

COMPLETE PRIVACY! 
• Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
• Become "Invisible'' to Investigators 
• Stop Generating Financial Records 
• Communications Privacy . • Phone, Mail 
• How to Stay Out of Government Files 
• Begin Elimina ting Negative Records 
• How to Create Helpful New Records 
• Generating Quick Cash Income 
• Hiding Your Assets • Privacy Afloat 
• Banking Alternatives • "Low Profile" 
• Privacy from Taxes • Nomadic Living 
• Multiple Addresses 
• Hideouts, Deep Cover 
• How to "Disappear " 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT - and MOREi 
Don't wait! Order TODA VII 

ONLY $18.95 ------• EDEN PRESS 
I 11623 Slater "C", Box 8410.AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 I 
I Your jO Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add I 

Choice lo FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) 
I ICalllornia residents please add 6% sales tax.) I 
I D Send latest Book Catalog - FREE. I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I City I 
I State Zio _I 

.. _____________ __ 

TELL THE WORLD YOU SERVED! 
From $98 

in PRECIOUS metal 
~~·-

PRESTIGE RINGS you'll wear with pride. World's 
largest selection of military rings. Over 1000 combi
nations. Visa or MasterCard. Money Back Guarantee! 

Send S1 for lu ll color catalog today. 

T-J JEWELRY CO. 
Box Y-SA, Apache Junction, AZ 85217 

(Successors to Royal Miiitary Jewelry) 

Featuring an inventory of over 300 million gun parts 
in house. A 480 + page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts . 
SURFACE FO REIGN -$10.95 U.S. $595 
AIRMAIL WRITE FOR QUOTE send 

GUN PARTS c"ofip, BOX SOF-11, w. HURLEY, NY 12491 
914-679·2417 TELEX 145331 FAX9146795849 
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A CCU· Wedge 
increases 
AR·15/M16 
accuracy. 
Drop ACCU-Wedge in 
rear of lower receiver 
to eliminate play and 
buffer cycling system. ~ 

' 
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FINALLY, r\ SlllRT 'ID BE PROUD OE 
High quality 50/50 T-shirt. Red, Black, Blue on White. Send $10.50 
+ S2.00 P&H to: College Shirts, 776 Hillside Dr. So., Dept V, St 
Pete, FL33705. (BumperstickerS2.00) Pro"udly made in USA. ' 

You'll find it in our 
New Full Color Action Catalog 

packed with the la test in 
Military Equipment, Tactical 

Gear, and Survival Items. 
Send $3.00 to: 

THE QUARTERMASTER 
DEPT. SF, 750 LONG BEACH BLVD. 

LONG BEACH, CA 90813 

NIGHT VISION 
AN/PVS-4 Starlight 

CURRENT MILITARY ISSUE 
- STATE OF THE ART 

FINEST UNIT AVAILABLE TODAY 

$4500.00 ( + $15.00 UPS) New w/Factory New 
Image Intensifier (1 year wty.) 

FEATURES: 
"25mm Second Generation intensifier ' Muzzle 
flash protection 'ABC and Manual gain control 
'Adjustable illuminated reticle with .223 or .308 
ballistics 'Camera or video adaptor optional. 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 
'Night Scope and manual ' Daylight fi lter 'M16 
mount 'Lens cleaning kit ' Carrying case 
' Batteries (Replacements read ily available) 
COMPLETE LINE OF individual and 
crewserved weaponsigh ts. Night Vision 
goggles and viewers, Extensive Parts inventory 
for Both First and Second Generation Systems, 
plus reconditioning and general repair. 

We use genuine MIL·SPEC A.R.M.S. mounting systems. 
Night Vision Equipment Specialists 

Send $4.00 for our illustrated catalog 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 266, Emmaus, PA 18049 

(215) 791-5710 
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EL SALVADOR 
SPECIAL FORCES 

SALVADORIAN SPECIAL FORCES KNIFE 
#202 EL TIBURON ("THE SHARK") 

A FOOT OF COLD STEEL 

'= © / / Amfl 
#206 SALVADORIAN FIGHTING MACHETE 

12"BLADE 

Emblazoned with your choice of one of the following : 
• Atlacatl Special Forces Battalion Emblem 
• The Seal of El Salvador 
• The Seal of the USA 
• No Emblem or Seal 

Three finishes: 
• Gun Metal Blue 
• Marine Chrome 
• Utility 

• Complete with Leather Scabbard 
• Made ENTIRELY in El Salvador 
• Money Back Guarantee 
• Other Sizes and Styles Available 
• Dealer or Volume Buyer Inquiries Welcome 

$39.95 
($34.95 without emblem or seal) 

Please specify model number, desired finish, and the 
emblem of your choice. Please add $3.90 for shipping 
(shipped UPS). Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Texas 
res idents please add 7.5% sales tax. 

FEll·DE·LANCE 
- llDOITll -

11765 West Ave., Suite 234, 
San Antonio, Texas U.S.A. 78216 (512) 492-0197 

Exclusive use of Atlacatl Emblem authorized 
personally by the Commandant of the Atlacatl Bn. A 
portion of each sale goes to help disabled Altacatl 
Combat Vets in El Salvador. 

~ 16 oz. Beverage Mug # 71 20 

~ 4 oz. Shot Glass #7100 

~ Leather Coasters # 71 30 

~Money Clip #7140 

~ Ash Tray # 7110 

~ Can Cooler #7090 

And in addition we have added : 

$7.50 

$4.95 

4 for $5.95 

$9.95 

$5.95 
$4.95 

~ SOF Baseball Cap - our newest design -
with an Oak Leaf Cluster, your favorite 
award or pin fi lls the center. Availab le in 
silver and white. Silver #2020 $9.95 

White #202 1 $9.95 

So, whether you' re shopping 
for that special someone 
or just buying for 
yourself - don' t 
delay 

ORDER 
TOLL FREE 

TODAY! 

SOF EXCHANGE 
P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 

1-800-323-1776 Opr. 131 
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For Real FIREPOWER 
The NINETY ROUNDER 

L L. IS'a.ulut (Jo. 
P. 0. Box 1995 Dpt. SF 

El Dorado. AR 71730 

Includes Charger & 'T' Handle loader 1·800·643·1564 

The famous C.J.A. 
"Get out of jail free" card 

An exact reprint of the C.1.A. Covert Opera
tions l.D. card carried by members of the SOG 
{Studies and Observations Group) in S.E. Asia 
during the Viet Nam Era. 
" ... Do not detain or question him! He is autho
rized to wear civilian clothing, carry unusual 
personal weapons, pass into restricted areas, 
requisition equipment of all types .... " 
" If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc . . . printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 
RELIC ONLY! guaranteedl 

Devil's Brigade 
Box 1625, Dept. 1188 
El Dorado, AR 71730 

LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s12es 

112 page catalog 
$2.00 

(Free with order) 

Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece conslruclion. Leath· 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip . Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept BK-11-SF 
156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 

r------------------------------, 
HISTORIC REPLICA 
ARMS AND ARMOUR 

SAFE DECORATIVE WEAPONRY FOR DISPLAY, 
TRAINING AIDS, STAGE PROPS, AND GIFTS. 

FREE 
GIFT 
WITH EACH 
ORDER 
FROM AD 

(1) 22-1183L (BLUNDERBUSS FLINTLOCK) ........ $45 PPD 
(2) 01-300 (NON-FIRING GOVT. AUTOMATIC) ..... $98 PPD 
(3) 06-376 (MEDIEVAL SWORD) ............ ................ $87 PPD 
CREDIT CARD ORDERS: 1-800-544-3456 Ext. 515 
O Send FREE color catalog of collector militaria 

COLLECTOR'S ARMOURY, Dept. SO 
800 SLATERS LANE. BOX 59, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313 

L------- SATISFACTION GUARANTEED-------

'V '; /' ' ·,; l ; 

... ~~-=","'""';;. __ ~,--~~---''~·;..~· -~'"' 
TIMBERSHEPHER[)ID 
/ls featured in SWAT MAGAZINE, Nov. '83 , 

Survival Guide Magazine, Aug '84, 
American Survival Guide Magazine, Feb, '87, 

Cover feature story ATLANTA WEEKLY 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Sunday 

Magazine, Jan 31, 1988 

"THE ULFIMATE K-9" 
, .. ~ Home & Family Protection 

All Trainers Dept. of Defense Certified. 
-Pups & Professional Training Available· 
Lifetime Replacement Guarantee for 

ji. , Genetic or Temperament Disorders. 

• -Excellent With Children
Shipping Available Worldwide 

., "Developed and Bred Solely by" ... 

t.'" LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. ,-'-· 
Box 1620 M-11 0 , Alken, S.C. 29802 1~3351 (24-hou 

· SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE • 
'·' '-----.,-, :----, ---.,...,-; , ----,,----' ',J 
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THE 
BOD 
SC 

DEVELOP THE BODY YOU'VE ALWAYS DREAMED OF. ADD 
INCHES TO YOUR CHEST, ARMS, AND THIGHS. SCULPT YOUR 
STOMACH, BllTTOCKS, ANO CALVES. THE BODY SCULPTOR 
BURNS FAT, TONES MUSCLES, AND RELIEVES TENSION. 
ADJUSTABLE ELECTRICAL iMPULSES WORK YOUR MUSCLES 
MORE EFFECTIVELY THAN REGULAR EXERCISE. IT'S 
MEDICALLY PROVEN, EFFORTLESS AND SAFEI 

USE rT AT HOME, IN THE OFFICE, TRAVELING, EVEN WHILE 
WATCHINGT.V. OR READING. WE ABSOLUTELY GU ARANTEE 
RESULTS IN 30 DAYS OR YOUR MON EY BACK. 

COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS 
PORTABLE 
EXPANDABLE 
FREE CARRYING CASE 
MAKES AN IDEAL GIFT/ 

BODY SCULPTOR 400: 
4·PAD UNIT WI BA TT ERIES 
ONLY $159+ $5 POSTAGE 
&HANDLING 

BODY SCULPTOR 800: 
£!.PAD UNIT WI BATTERIES & 
AC ADAPTER, ONLY $295 + 
$10 POSTAGE & HANDUNG 

CALL NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
~ 1(800\428·7825 EXT. 33 II 
~ 24 HRS/DAY 7 DAYS/WEEK 

FOR INFORMATION CALL (714) 854-5951 
OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TODAY TO: 

DAVID STEELE ENTERPRISES, INC. 
64 Lehigh Aisle , Suite 400, Irvine, CA 92715 

Sculptor 400 Qty ____ Sculptor 800 Qty ___ _ 

D Checks a Money Order Enclosed 

0 Visa/MC # _________ Exp. Date __ _ 

Name. _______________ _ 

Address ________ ~~-----

City Slate ___ Zip 
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Be a DETECTIVE 
AND EARN YOUR BADGE 

• LICENSE 
INFORMATION 
All STATES 

Men· Women · Learn fro m the experts . Train at home for an 
exci t ing part or full time career as a private detect ive o r 
secu ri ty consultant. Start your o w n bu siness or work for 
o thers. Step·by·s tep you will learn ho w to cond uct any 
in ve st iga t ion . how and where to find that first 1ob. and 
much more. Credent ia ls and employmen t ass istance. 

The BEST training availab le at the BEST • 

b~~o':ep:~~°,~;~~t y~~,:~ l~~~nt~~st'~i1'!:~is . ~ 

r i -----~:=~·~:: __ ·~=~ 
I ht. 197 .i GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION I 
I Box 1915 Hanover, Mass. 02339 
I Rush FREE tacts Sho w me how 1 can learn al ho me 10 be a Pfivate I 
J lnves l igalor No obligation. No salesman wilt call . J 

I NAME _____________ AGE-- I 
I ADDRESS I 
I I L. CITY STAT£ __ ZIP--- - .1 

[ ____ ill!_'Jfil&@!!@)!lffi5 3 

Ktiume n i 
CasLro 

I AHGEfS 
largets ar1~ B ~" bv 11 " h1~avvsta:i< 
pa pe r . Pick vuur worst enemy ur 
get t he va r iety pack. 
Pack of 10-$2.95 , Pa :l< of 20-$3.95 . 

~~,-.1~~ I~ ~:. / .. '4£'· ' ·~ 'I~~'· N .. . . "l" 
\\..J . " · ' J .' •• - ~ / '® 
' "iW::~ ' \' """"'' ' / \~, '("~/ \. "! · " ·~ ~ '-0-~/ 

~ 101.1. ' · . -~ KllOM£JN 
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$24.95 

THE 
ANARCHIST 
COOKBOOK 
by William Powell 

The original , once restricted. now available. 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
Stale of lhe art invesligalive/surveillance techniques from lhe 
worlds best intell igence organizations. "Possibly lhe mosl 
dangerous book ever published:" NBC News slates . . 533.00 

ARMALITE AR-180 $6.50 

• ,.. FACTORJ~ANUAL 
• Operating inslruclions • Parts lisl with laclory numbers 
• Assemb ly /disassembly details • Accessory list 
•Maintenance inslruclions • Specilicalion li st 

Factory publicalion , 23 pages, 35 photographs . 

/ 

'
This tech nica l book is the condensation ol manuals. books . 
interv iews . AR TICLES , and personal experience dealing with 
every aspect ol the prolession and is intended to broaden Iha 
knowlodge and contribute to the survival ol soldiers and meres . 
Paperback , 324 pg s .. 300 photos & drawings. 

111 06 MAGNOLIA BLVD .. N. HOLLYWOOD . CA 91601 •ATTN. LORI 
1a1a1 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 
Pnces sun1w to cnange • Catalog S2 00 • Orelers paie1 w!!h mc.ney ore1e1 
or cr ed1! care sent 1mmeC11a1e1y oe1sona! cneck orders helel 4 week s 

MEN, WOMEN, BOYS, GIRLS 
CURRENT GENUINE MILITARY GOV'T 

ISSUE M-65 FIELD COAT 
Woodland CamoL1flage and Olive Green 

HIDDEN 
HOOD 

HOOD DRA WCORD 

. ~ EPAULETS 
ADJUST ABLE -.. · ./ y 
COLLAR \ , '. p~~· ) "\ ·,, 

\ ·. ;\'{02'. ~ , FULL CUT FOR 1?. ';( j r.__' MANEUVERABILITY 

6~~~1~~RGE 11 '':;' k.:::::il \ 
POCKETS A I ) I. 

~ WAIS'T ~ ,.-.. ~~\ FULLY 
.. DRAWCORD ' LINED . . I 1; ·: ,; 

HEAV ~ C::----· 
BRASS ZIPPER S .I .'\_~('/ 

(\ / . I \~ .·, . -
.BOTTOM ~ ~L_ 
DRAWCORD SNAP CLOSURES SLEEVE ADJUSTOR 

The latest U.S. Army Field Jackel made of 50% nylon 
and 50% cotton with water repellency. Features a zip-in 
hood. heavy duty front zipper and snaps. Orawcord on 
the hood. waist and bottom of jacket. Four [4J large out· 
side pockets with snaps. Great for sk iing. bicycling. 
hunting. hiking. work or leisure. 
Men-Women Only Boys-Girls Only 

$39.50 $35.95 
SIZES: Men-Women-X-Sml. SmL Med. Lge. X-Lge 
COLORS: Men-Women- Woodland Camouflage. Olive 
Green. Swat Bl ack. Jungle Tiger Stripe 
SIZES: Boys- Girls-Sml [4·6J. Med [B· I OJ. Lge [I 2-14J. 
X-Lge [16· l BJ 
COLORS: Boys-Girls-Woodland Camooflage 
M-65 Bullon In Lining Sl5.50 plus S3.00 shipping & handling 

Se nd for Pro-Forma Invo ice on Foreign Orders 
Mastercard and Vi sa accepted. Add 6" o. 

Stale size and co lor and mail $39.50 or S35.95 plus 
S400 per 1ackel lor shipping and handling lo: 

ALPINE MILITARY SALES 
P.O . Box 18380 •Knoxville, TN 37928-2380 

TELEPHONE NO: 615-922-7667 
Salis factio n Guaranteed or Your Money Back 

ITT Armo-Tech wt---------.it r-.....c 
The Ballistic Armor Co. 

Individually Customized 
Armored Products 

Specializing in: 

• Lexguard® 

• Vehicles 

• Body Armor 

• Home & Business Security 

• Aramid Fibers & Resin Systems 

• High Density Ceramics 

• Space Age Metal Alloys 

•Aluminum & Steel Fabrication 

Vehicles 
Body Armor 

Products from $20 on up 
For catalog send $3.00 to: 

Armo-Tech 
P.O. Box 276524 

Sacramento, CA 95827 
or 

call (916) 369-7139 

CONSOLIDATED MARKETING 
PROUDLY PRESENTS. 

THE SPECIAL SERVICES COLLECTION 

T·SHIRT- high quality, blue ringed shirt carries 
the official four color 3'h'' crest of the CIA. 
&M·L·XL $9.00 
POLO SHIRT- This high quality white polo car· 
ries the official four color 3'h" crest of the CIA 
&M-L·XL $15.00 
SWEAT SHIRT - Highest quality white sweat 
shirt with the four color CIA 3'h'' crest imprinted 
on it S-M-L-XL. $19.00 
HATS - High quality cloth/mesh available in 
black, navy/white, navy, with CIA crest. $9.00 
SPECIAL- Save $6.00!All four items $46.00 

CONSOLIDATED MARKETING 
1600 Fairfield, Suite 233 

Shreveport, LA 711 01 
1 • 318 . 222·2970 

VISA OR MASTERCARD ACCEPTED. 
Shipping & Handling on all orders - $2.00 

Shipped Via U.P.S. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back 

Dealers Please Inqu ire 
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BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum , 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds 'Threat Level 
II-A" tested in accordance with the NILECJ
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23/4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 

Front & Back Protector ........ . .. $175.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels .... . . ...... $35.00 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MA TIHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754. 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 

THE HOUND DOG 
Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout the world today . corporauons . profess1ona1 
men . and businessmen are spending millions annually 10 in

sure pnvacy in their o1hces and homes where important plans 
and pohcy making dec1s1ons are discussed and formula!ed 
The " HOUND DOG .. 1s a wise investment tor anyone who has 
reason to Oel1eve that an eavesdropping devrce 1s now hidden . 
or may be hidden in the future. in either home or o!flce No 
rad io transm11ter . no matter how well 11 may have oeen hid· 
den can escape detecuon by the ··HOUND DOG" 

The " HOUND DOG .. IS an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose at locahng hidden transmitters 
An average size 0!11ce or room can be thoroughly searched m 
on ly a matter o! minutes. The ··HOUND DOG .. sn if fs out any 
1ransm111ers hidden in pictures. walls . desks . chairs. etc . 
regard less of their operahng fre quency . 

The 'HOUND ooG·· 1s simple to use . Single kn ob ad1ust
ment cahbrates the meter and any 1ransm1uer signal rece ived 
1s md1ca1ed by the meter movement By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls. chairs . pictures. desks . etc the presence 
ol any uansmitter w1 11 cause a rise In the meter read111g . The 
meter reading will commue to rise as !he probe approaches 
!he transmmer 

We beheve you w11l l1nd the ··HOUND DOG .. ou1perlo1ms 
most other unrts sellmg for several limes the price This Hem 
has been bull! since 1962 Each one 1s backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us 

Meler Calibrate 

~;~ll:IEn• 
SIZE. 1.6x2.4x8.21 NCHE S $195.00 

USES A COMMON RAD IO BATIER Y 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many lfnes more pawertul than other transmAters. 
Transmits up lo ~ mile to any FM radio ·Easy lo 
Assemble Kit · up to 9V battery (not ind.) 

' $19.95 
Call 407-725-1000 or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping for Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for FM Transmitter to USI 
Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902. COO's OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers & other speciality ilems 
enclose $2.00 to USJ Corp. 
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JIMMY LILE 
"The 
Arkansas 
Knifesmith" 

unequaled" 

R~ 6 Box 27 Russellville, AR 72801 (5jl1) 008-2011 

THIS SPACE 
RESERVED 

FOR YOUR PRODUCT 

(303) 449-3750 

*SPECIAL 
AGENT 

COURSE 
(*Private Investigation) 

Complete Home Study Course for Civi l 
and Criminal Investigation . 

l2i LESSON C()URS¢. $6s.4o l 
Includes Manual, Exam, Diploma and Membership 
Benefits in the Criminal Invest igators 
Association for 1 full year. 

Enroll or Write for Free* Information to: 
American Police Academy 

PO Box 15350 
Chevy Chase, MD. 208 15 

Non-Profit, Tax Exempt Organization 

Name Age 
~----------~ 

Occupation __________ _ 

Add ress 
~-------------

City _ _________ _ 

State ___ _ Zip _______ _ 

Visa ] Mastercard 

No. 
~--------------~ 

Exp. 
·FREE - Please send $1 for postage and handling 
costs and sample publication of the Criminal 
Investigator. 

1-----······· Soldier Of Fortune 1 
I Subscriber Service I 
I P.O. Box 348 I 
I Mt. Morris, IL 61054 I 
I D Change of Address: Please 

a l low six Weeks. Attach label I 
I with your old address and write 
I D your new address below. 1

1 I New Subscriber: Fill in your 
name and address be low. Use I 

I separate sheet for gift orders. 

I D Renewal: Attach label. I 
O One year $26.00 I 

•················ ··············· · 
I " .... : I 
I I 
I PLACE LABEL HERE I 
I I 
I . I ... .... ... ...... . ...............• 
I I 
I MR/MS I 
I Street Apt. No. I 
I City/State/Zip I 

: Area Code Telephone Number • • . 

I I J Payment Enclosed I 
For other subscription questions or prob· 

I lems or for rul es outside the U.S. and I 
Canada , p lease write a note and send 

I ent i re form to the address above. I 

·-----------
Give a Friend a South Seas 
Island Girls Calendar 

All New! Hawaii 's most beau tiful women in 
full color. Twel ve months of great island 
bodies plus a bonus centerfold poster. Order 
today for yourself or a friend . 

r How to Order------------., 
Name _______________ _ 

Address _____ _ _ ______ _ 

City ______________ _ 

Sta1e __________ Zip _ ___ _ 

Qty Descriplion Price Total 

1989 South Seas 
6.00 Island Girls Calendar 

Postage & Handling 1.00 
Total Enc losed 

Mall check or money orde r lo: .. 
Hawa11an Re sources Co. ~ 

1123 Kapahulu Ave ., Honolulu . HI 96816 

~------------------------~ 
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GRENADA 
Continued from page 85 

land. He and his jeep crew of four Rangers 
were required to remain with their vehicle 
until the aircraft landed. After most of the 
company had jumped in broad daylight, 
Cline's aircraft headed at once to Barbados 
for fuel. Several hours later he flew back, 
landed safely, and drove off the aircraft to 
report to Abizaid, his company command
er. He was told to take his jeep to secure a 
road junction about 200 meters north of the 
True Blue campus, just forward of his com
pany's position. With him went Privates 
Timothy Romick, Marlin Maynard, Mark 
Rademacher, and Russell Robinson. 

If you drive along the track north of the 
runway in an easterly direction, it is easy to 
miss True Blue. The campus is hidden in a 
dip in the ground southeast of the end of the 
runway. At the time Cline tried to find the 
right crossroads there were numerous new 
tracks, which bore little relation to those 
marked on any map. Cline's jeep drove past 
True Blue along a dusty, dirt road heading 
northeast. He continued for some two kilo
meters before he was certain they were in 
the wrong place. By that time he was well 
into the area held by the PRA. 

The PRA had set up a small ambush about 
800 meters northwest of True Blue along
side the road up which Cline had just driven. 
The soldiers were concealed in the bushes, 
with one or two shallow trenches, and had 
seen the jeep pass. When Cline turned 
around, they were waiting for him. They 
opened heavy fire on the fast moving vehi
cle from very close range. Cline and his men 
responded with the M60 and their rifles, but 
they had been caught by surprise, and the 
jeep was wrecked. The uneven fight did not 
last long. Although at least one PRA soldier 
was shot dead in his trench, Cline, 
Maynard, Rademacher and Robinson were 
killed; Romick, although wounded, was 
able to make his way on foot back to his 
unit. Cline, his three crewmen, and Yamane 
were the only lst/75th Rangers killed by 
enemy action in Grenada. 

It was along the same road, in mid
afternoon, that the PRA launched their third 
counterattack. It was a brave but hopeless 
attempt to retake the western end of the 
runway. At about 1530 hours an OP from A 
Company spotted three BTR-60s 
approaching fast. They accelerated down 
the track, quite close together, came 
through 2nd platoon's position and opened 
fire in the direction of the runway with their 
turret machine guns. The Rangers reacted at 
once, firing any weapon that was to hand 
including rifles, rockets and recoilless 
rifles. The leading BTR screeched to a halt 
and reversed sharply - straight into the 
second one. After two misses the vehicles 
were hit by rockets and disabled. The crews 
bailed out through the roof hatches, leaving 
two dead. The third one turned around, re
treating rapidly in the direction it had come. 
It was able to continue until it was spotted by 
an AC-130 overhead, which destroyed it. 

A totally unsupported attack by about 24 
men had no hope of success at that time. It 
was too weak and too late. Had it been 
launched in the early morning with a strong
er force during the hour and a half it took the 
Rangers to drop, it might have had a differ
ent ending. As Sergeant James Bradford, 
lst/75th said, "It was a valiant, heroic, but 
stupid move." 

The finale of the day for the Rangers 
involved aircraft from the carrier Independ
ence, and, again, A Company, 1st/15th. A 
house perched on top of a prominent hill 
1,000 meters east of the end of the runway 
had provided two or three PRA guards with 
a spectacular view of the day's events below 
them. Late in the afternoon they had seen 
some Rangers come within range and 
opened fire, effectively pinning the U.S. 
troops and wounding one or more. 

They were Abizaid's men, and he wanted 
to call up an AC-130, but none were avail
able, so jets were summoned instead. They 
intended to use their Mk 20 bombs to des
troy the house. After three separate passes 
had all produced dud bombs, and with the 
target uncomfortably close to his forward 
positions, Abizaid wanted to call the whole 
thing off. However, the pilots were re
briefed, and the Rangers put out marker 
panels to make sure they were not hit by 
mistake, so Abizaid reluctantly agreed to 
another try. This time the bombs hit and 
exploded, and the house collapsed. 

The Rangers had reason to be content 
with their day, even though they wouldn't 
be returning home that evening as planned. 
Despite the chaos on the aircraft, despite the 
long drawn out daylight jump in front of 
enemy positions, they had gotten away with 
it. The Rangers should have received a very 
bloody nose at Salines on 25th October, but 
they did not. Not a single man was killed by 
enemy action during the drop. The reason for 
this: Castro's order to the Cubans, whose posi
tions dominated the runway, was not to fire 
unless attacked. They had secured the airfield 
and True Blue at the cost of seven dead, 
including the two pathfinders, and some six 
wounded. Although there had been a lot of not 
very effective Cuban shooting, the enemy 
had, with a few exceptions, retreated or sur
rendered when under close attack. 

From the start, the Rangers lacked the 
basic information on which to plan effec
tively; they were compelled to accept un
realistic times for H-Hour, which prevented 
surprise, and in the case of Hagler's battal
ion, were given an objective well beyond 
their capacity unless resistance was non
existent. The plan they were forced to adopt 
took no account of the inevitable difficulties 
which occur in every military operation. It 
is a fact that things always go wrong, as they 
certainly did on this occasion. Any plan 
must have a degree of flexibility, a margin 
for error and the unexpected, and above all 
should try to achieve surprise and not 
assume a docile enemy. Although profes
sionalism and courage played a role in the 
Rangers' success, their efforts were greatly 
aided by pure good fortune. ~ 
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CLASSIFIED 
- fl(. 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - $2.00 per word per Inser
tion - $40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PREPAID and 
received by the 1st, four months prior to Issue cover date. 
Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing 
signature, a telephone number (for our files) and full pay
ment. Advertisers offering Information packets for a fee 
must send a sample of packet (packets wlli not be re
turned). Name, address and telephone number are to be 
Included in your word count. EXAMPLE: P .0. Box 693 = 2 
words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as DI, SGT, 
20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphenated 
words and telephone numbers are counted as two words. 
No personal services ads accepted. We reserve the right 
to refuse, delete or change any copy which we determine 
to be objectlonable. Mail classified ads with payment to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classllied Dept., P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSIST
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 

NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensin·g requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con
sult the local law enforcement au
thorities in their area. 

TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE 15,278 papers available! 306-
page catalog-rush $2. Research, 11322 Idaho, #206EX, Los 
Angeles, CA 90025. TOLL FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-0222. 
(California: 213-477-8226). (136) 

TOPO MAPS, Local/regional USGS editions. Thousands 
available nationally. Invaluable when needed! Index & ordering 
forms $1. Modern Explorer Products, PO Box 588, Hopwood, 
PA 15445. Dept. SOF. (133) 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as 
$7/month . Not a box number but your own address and ste. 
number. Also available: phone number, remailing, mail for
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en
close a stamp to: The Branch Office, 3341 W. Peoria Ave. , 
Phoenix, AZ. 85029. (136) 

STEINER MILITARY BINOCULARS Wholesale to the public. 
For order and price info. call 512-828-2327 Dept. A, or send $1 
to: Wholesale Binoculars, 6624 San Pedro, San Antonio, TX 
78216. (133) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination/conspiracy re
search materials: videocassettes, audiotapes, photographs, 
literature, catalogue $3. Collector's Archives, Box 2, Beacons
field, Quebec, Canada H9W 5T6. (137) 

MILITARY COLLECTORS 

Sub - Iron Cross - Wound 
Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size , not miniatures . These made from origi nals. Your 
choice W.W. #1 or #2 (state choice). We have most 
complete stock of W.W. #2 German bad es-ca s-fla s, 
etc. in U .S . • • I 111 

Postpaid. ( ent free with any order) . 
Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG - $5.00. 

W.W. #2 Lid. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 
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LASAR DEVICES, INC. 
FA9 or FA9P - s4499s 

FA6- s39995 

FA6 (Satin) - s409ss 
Mounts - S 5995 

(specify type of rifle or pistol) 

Send 1300 for complete firearms catalogue 

MilesAhead '"'· 
P.O. Box 5212 •Atlanta, GA 30307 

THE GOOSE FARM If there is a need to keep your private life 
'private ', that is our business, our only business. Mail, code, 
complete. Mere, and Vietnam vets 11.! on all services. We are 
the Goose Farm, PO Box 1213, Mount Pleasant, TX 75455. 
(134) 

FREE DISCOUNT KNIFE CATALOG Major brands, military, 
daggers, swords, butterfly, stars, airguns, gitt with order. Save. 
Write! Midwest C-5511,9043 South Western, Chicago, IL 
60621. (134) 

MONITOR Room or telephone conversations. Range unli
mited. Catalog $3 (refundable). Listen Electronics, 60,3 Elgin, 
Muskogee, OK 74401. 1-800-633-TAPS (133) 

HOW-TO VIDEOS Fldstrp/Disassy/Reassy. AKS, Govt 45, 
AR15, PPKs, Ruger 22 auto pistol. $26.25 each. VHS, Post
paid. Specify gun. T JE Video Productions, Box 50141, Reno, 
NV 89513. (133) 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS big money and adventure with 
our proven professional techniques. Learn how in our critically 
acclaimed bestseller. Send $14. 95 to: Tower Hill Press, PO 
Box 1132, Doylestown, PA 18901. (142) 

Working 
Sawteeth 

Blood Runner 

16 " Overall• 10 112 ~ Bla de 

440C Stainless Steel 

NON-REFLECTIVE FINISH 
For Black Finish Add 510.00 

Custom Handcrafted 

SURVIVAL 
COMBAT KNIFE 
WITH WATERTIGHT 

HOLLOW HANDLE 

s11s.oo 
Includes Sheath 

by Tark Rattolti , Knilemaker 
L.P.R. Inc. (516) 293-7334 
108 Rome St. , Farmingdale, NY 11735 

REMAILING: WEST GERMANY $2 includes postage. Con
fidential forwarding , receiving , holding . Brochure $1. TWG, 
Postfach 1151 , 6460 Gelnhausen, West Germany. (136) 

INVESTIGATOR'S LICENSES, Commissioned Rank oppor
tunities. Training, badges, equipment. No exams/experience. 
Details $1 (refundable). Box 6303, Corpus Christi, TX 78411. 
(134) 

ESPIONAGE, INTERNATIONAL INVESTIGATORS' NEWS, 
Confidential products and services. Sample issue with big 
catalog $1. " EAGLE", PO Box6303, Corpus Christi, TX 78411 . 
(133) 

RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD Training, Catalog and 
information $5. ($7 foreign) . USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, Ste. 
103, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (133) 

PHASE CONVERTER, Make your own. Run any three phase 
equipment. Simple, inexpensive conversion. Complete dia
grams and plans $15. 812-876-2171 , Western Resources, PO 
Box 48, Spencer, IN 47460. (136) 

FOREIGN CAMOUFLAGE jacket and trousers. All mint, un
issued. Cypriot $75, Spanish $55, Some Brazilian lett with cap 
$70. Also: Omani, special NATO tan and water camouflage, 
Egyptian, others. C.O.D. Available $3 shipping. (812) 876-
2171, Western Survival, PO Box 48, Spencer, IN 47460. (135) 

FIREWORKS: Fun, safe, top quality, lowest prices catalog $1. 
Westshore Fireworks Inc., 6641 E. Dewey SIB, Fountain, Ml 
49410. (135) 

U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 

SAUNDERS 
Box 3133-SF •Naples, FL 33939-3133 

111 i~~ JJl ~ J ~~!!"'" 
MILITARY MEDALS 

Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges. Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals, 
Personal Serv ice. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 

o FREE CATALOG! o 

·wn1re rnrii\vi ... m;;:: .. ·NienALs, sox 15219s'f= .. 
FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46216-9998 

WORLD INTEL REPORT: Hot spots! Weapons! Intel! Analy
sis! US$3 for sample. US$32.50 for 24 issues (one year 
guaranteed). Robert C. Smith, PO Box 1265, Merchantville, NJ 
08109-0265. (135) 

COMBAT ACTION RECORDED LIVE aboard a Cobra 
Gunship in 'Nam. 60-minute tape $10. World Publishing, PO 
Box 64252, Fayetteville, NC 28306. (133) 

BUTTERFLY KNIVES 
The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines - used by thei r 
fighting forces . Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 
The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 
lever locks the 
handle securely 
in the open or 
closed position. 

Model K98-P 
saso Ea. 

and ' 1 so UPS charges 

WESTBURY SALES CO. 
DEPT P-1 1-SF 

156 Post Avenue 
Westbury, NY 11590 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, 1988 catalog of Garno Uni
forms, Insignia, Berets & Equipment. Send $1. B.M.S., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. (133) 

BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER. Cheap, simple, portable. Free 
details. Bumper, PO Box 22791 (ABM), Tampa, FL 33622. 
(134) 

RUSSIAN GEAR, Catalog of Original & Reproduction Uni
forms & Insignia. Send $1 tor Color photo & catalog. AH.A. , 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (133) r-----------· TM 

I "PATRIOT BEAR" 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Soft acrylic pile body with 
polyester fibert il stuffing. 20·· 
High x r Wide . 
Uniformed in camouflage 
fatigues. combat boots. dog tag. 
parachute. service berel or camo 
fatigue cap. and service insignia 
(A. Ranger; 6. Airborne; C. 
Special Forces). 

A GREAT GIFT IDEA 

Price: $24 .95 each 
2·1or $47.50 

New Yori< City residents 
add 8% tax. 

MlS2.50 i<Y!l>Willl arcl lmdlir(l. 
Allow 4/6 weeks for delivery. 

o Check I o Money Order 

I --Tro-: J_•n_n_ife_r_s._1e_s._1nc_ ., _Bo_x_N_o.,.92-,.-1_, G_l•-",.R_od<_ • .,N:J_' _0_14,.52 __ 

I Oty Beret /Cap/Insignia Unit Price Total 

I 
a Beret Insignia AO I D 
0 Cap co 

I Name 

I Address ---------------

• City Slate ---Zip --- .1 
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NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con
sult the local law enforcement au
thorities in their area. 

JOBS, CRUISESHIPS, TUGS, SHIPS, RIVERBOATS, OIL
RIGS: Women/Men. Worm month/home month. USA and 
Overseas. Information $3. Marine Employment, Box 242, Cen
tral, IN 47110. (137) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. Send $1 
for postage. Melisa, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF88J, Honolulu, Hi 
96806. (146) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY Many unusual informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance Weapons. Investigations, 
unusual technologies, documents, etc. Free brochures. MEN
TOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 11354. 
(141) 

X AFAICA-KORP. CAP & GOGGLES 
A \ German 1942 Mlg, ORIGINAL sand & dust go1111les. 

\, s1111 in the1r pocket prucfl 
:._.. Tan Ole. caps =New REPLICA State S·M· or 

Lg. S11e. Both - Only $39.00 
We pay poSlage Our 250 page lully 1llustra1ed 

catalog SS 00 (FREE with ordert 
K il'J j ii !181M1I hn;m;(fiiIQI 

St. Louie, M083158 

TIGERSTRIPE MARINE CAPS, In Special Operations Tiger 
Garno $17. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (133) 

NEED EXTRA CASH? Out of work? We can help. Send $1 
(refundable). MGM, PO Box 401, St. Charles, MO 63302. (133) 

MILITARY CAP SALEI German M43 Splinter Garno Cap $22, 
French Army Garno Cap $15, S.E.A.L. Garno Beret & Insignia 
$24, Tigerstripe Vietnam "Boonie Hats" $16, French Foreign 
Legion Green Berets & Insignia $25, German Pile Lined Green 
Sploch Garno Cap $24. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. (133) 

FREE CATALOG! Army Navy surplus, collectible WWII items, 
medals, flags, weapons. Send (5) 22e stamps postage. Ammo 
Dump, 2607 Hennepin #433, Minneapolis, MN 55408. (139) 

CONCEALABLE "BUG" DETECTOR 

Protect your right to privacy with 
our transmitter detector that can 
be FULLY CONCEALED ON 
YOUR BODY with detection noted 
by the vibrating action of the unit. 
This detector also coni:lines the 
functions of a transmission 
manner and R.F. sweep device 
in one efficient, compact unit. 

PRIVACY PROTECTOR'S INC. 
(305) 491-6988 

GET VISA/MASTERCARD EASIL YI I Guaranteed. Also quick 
signature loans! Easy qualifying I Refused elsewhere? Try us! 
Applications rushed! National Finance, Box 35726-SD, Rich
mond, VA 23235. (133) 

U.S. MILITARY ISSUE SURVIVAUMEDICAL KITS: Individual 
Team and Vehicle Kits. Manufactured to U.S. Military Speci
fications by Government Contractors. Catalog $2 (refundable). 
North American Survival Systems, Box 2305, Knoxville, TN 
37901. (133) 

RHODESIA VETS AND RHODESIANS Contact AVA, PO Box 
1221 , Agora Hills, CA 91301 or call (213) 234-9201 . The AVA 
is a non-political, non-military/paramilitary organization. (137) 

PRIVACY-CONFIDENTIAL mail forwarding/receiving single 
remails $1, since 1981, street address, phone available. OMD 
Box 608039-SOF(131), Orlando, FL 32860. (142) 

REGIMENml INSIGNIA & WEAPONRY 

® 
• SAS • RAF • BLACK WATCH 
• PARA • RM • CAMERONS 
• RSDG • RN • GUARDS etc. 

Import Catalog $1.00 
BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 

Deportment-6 
P.O •• Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 
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The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 

·\c.'\\ 
:,\ ,o~c. 

r-.c'"' /oo 
•<Iii % 1 \)t Q'lq 

->iQa'e . 

We Pay Postage '• '1• us 
* More "muzzle" energy than som/ .22 cal. cartridges. * Shoots 184 gr. lead ball 150 cal.) 200 fl. per sec. * Om 300 yard range. * Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel. rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, fox, badger, eYen coyote. 
* Shoots SO cal. holes clear thru 114" plywood. 
.* Up to SO lb. draw (can you pull it ?). 

Slingshot with 4 extrn power bands: 120!! 
Extra power bands: 13 !.! per set. Ammo: 18!.! per lb. 

,, ,.,.o0\ ,, 
~· • 'I..~\ ,,r-:o ... i ~!( • • 

~<(, •••• <'' •••• '1:-~" 
c,'r- ''"" )<fl if' <•' (J'r-~ \t'>\. ~ o~:t. \~· ~ 

'~"(. •.. .,. ,,. ,,.., '~"(. 
'- ')• c,~~ ce.\. ·,,.~\.rP '.• 

\ <"•• Will Send C.O.D. 702-361-8341 
Ron Sinclair 279 E. Warm Springs Rd. *6, Laa Vegas, NV 89123 

FULL-AUTO BB GUN 3,000 rpm, 850 psi., 150 yard range. 
Ruggedmetal design. Build yourself. Free information. P&P 
Publications, PO Box 725295 Atlanta, GA 30339. (135) 

PINS REPRODUCED POSTAGE STAMP PINS honoring 
Vietnam Wall Memorial, American Legion, VFW, POW/MIA. 
$4 each plus 2.25 S&H. Quality Discounts. Show your pride in 
serving your country. Pack 'N' Mail 3952 East 42nd St., Ste. S, 
Odessa, TX 79762. (915) 367-8525. (134) 

COMMANDO DAGGER: The Complete Illustrated History of 
the Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting Knife - by Leroy Thompson, 
forward by Col. Rex Applegate; invaluable to collectors and 
those interested in combat knives and knife fighting 81kx11, 
clothbound 89 photos, 176pp. Order now! Send $28. ppd. to 
PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-SJQK, Boulder, CO 80306. 
(134) 

TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 
Record telephone conversa11ons in your office or 
hOme Connects between any casselte or tape 
recorder and your 1elephone 1ine. Starts aulo· 
matica!ty when phone is answered. Records both 
sides ol conversahon Stops recocder when 

s1z1 lcu. in. phone is hung up. 

$19.95EACH 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times mora power1ul 1nan '>lher lra!lsm~!ers . 
Transmits up ro v. mile 10 any FM radlO ·E.asy to 
Assemble K~ · up to 9V banery (nol rncl.) 
For catalog ot Transrn.n1ers. Voice Scramblers ana 
other speciany items. enclose $2 00 to USI Coro 

Call 407-725-1000 or send $19.95 + $1.00 
shipping per Item to: USI Corp., P.O. Box 

SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902 COD'• OK. 

MAGS MAGS MAGS: Standard and large capacity magazines 
available !or most pistols and rifles, modern and obsolete. 
FREE SHIPPING on all orders. For FREE price list write to: 
PATHFINDER SALES, PO Box 10707, Gladstone, Ml 64118. 
(133) 

FIREFORKS, PYROTECHNICS SUPPLIES B and C class, 
chemicals, fuse, casings, addresses of 20 mailorder com
panies and useful comments on each. Only $3. Patriotics, PO 
Box 538, Dept. S, Durham, NH 03824. (135) 

SPECIAL FORCES, RANGER AIRBORNE Challenge coins. 
List $1 . Custom minting for your unit available. Phillips, West 
Monticello, Brookhaven, MS 39601·3304. (133) 

FOREIGN PASSPORTS, knighthood, honorary consular ti
tles, awards, books, and more: Phoenix, 1200 South Brand 
Ste. 3, Glendale, CA 91204, U.S.A. (133) 

MOONSHINE A historical and instructional text with illustra
tions. Send $5 to Polygon SF, 64 Arnold Ave., West Babylon, 
NY 11704. (133) 

IS IT TRUE you can buy Jeeps for $44 through the U.S. 
Government? Get the facts todayl Call 1-312-742-1142 Ext. 
331-A (137) 

SURVEILIANCE 
lnvestigativt:: anc.J S<..'etllity aids. optical equip
ment executive pn>tcelion, o>mmunkarions 
anti C<>untcnneasurcs. 

Send $2.00 IO the Surveillance Spccialis~ -
Sherwood Communications Assoc. Ltd. 

P.O. /lox I.II S Southampton, PA 18<)(,(, 
(215) 357-9065 

Starlight Training Center, Inc. 
Specialists in Weapons Training 

Good training depends on qualified instructors. All of the instruc
tors at Starli~hl not only have experience teaching but actual 
combat experience to back II up. The courses at Starlight aren't 
easy, but then it's not easy learning to be a professional. : = ~r1<sma~ Combat Shooting : =n~ng 
• Sorvlval, OtJtdoor Living Confldence Coorse 

Write today for Information. 
Starlight Training Center 

Rt. 1, Box 88 •Bronaugh, MO 64728 

RUSSIAN SELF-DEFENSE techniques as taught by a !armer 
officer of the elite Czar's Guard. Send $10. R. Nichols, 3501 
West Rancho Dr., Phoenix, AZ. 85019. (134) 

WWII RELICS! Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd., Collector's 
Armory! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog, $5 (refundable). Relics, Box 261 ·D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (135) 

BE A GUN DEALER! Buy firearms wholesale! SAVE big 
bucksl Get your license approved the first try! Kit includes 
application, wholesaler directory, phones, advice on selling 
from home/apartment, $5. Sandhill Arms, Box 336-SF, Ros· 
well, NM 88202. (133) 

"MILITARY PUBLICATIONS International Directory". Uni
que! Helps you contact worldwide 600 specialist war journals 
- weaponry/militaria/historicalicollectors/regimental. $1 2. 
Sidney Allinson, 24 Ravencliff, Ste., 1100, Scarborough, 
Ontario, Canada M1T 1R8. (133) 

FREE 24 Page ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Dealer Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER'S MFG. CO. 
4015Sf PROGRESS BLVD. 

PERU, IL 61354 

(81 5 223-1159, Ask For David 

HELP OLIVER NORTH: ll's lime the politicians lost one. Ollie 
needs our help now. Send$. Citizens for Oliver North, PO Box 
G, Martinsville, IL 62442. (133) 

SCANNER FREQUENCY DIRECTORY: FBI, ATF, marshals, 
Border, Immigration, CIA, Customs, Secret Service, Military, 
Morel 150,000 listings! FREE Catalog. CAB, Box 56F, Cam
mack, NY 11725. (135) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, bombs, pots, 
grenades) Largest, most complete selection of new smoke 
products. Send $2 (refundable with order) for catalogue of 
these and much more! Signus, Box 33712-WZ, Phoenix, AZ. 
85067. (133) 

DEGREES IN POLICE SCIENCE, Social Justice, Business 
Administration, and others. Bachelor's, Master's, and Docto
rates through Home Study. Send $3 for catalog. St. John's 
University, 31916, Pat's Lane (SF), Springfield, LA 70462. 
(133) 

WEST GERMAN MILITARY Equipment, List $2. Stefan 
Cumic, Oestricherstr.22, 6200 Wiesbaden, FAG. (1 33) 

VIETNAM 
VETERANS 

RINGS 

cWMF/F. Hart 
Royalties go to Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund 

Cast in stainless steel. Expertly modeled 
Vietnam Veterans' statue and the RVN medal 
are displayed in bold relief on ring sides. Bezel 
reads VIETNAM VETERAN. 
Red or Blue European spine/ stones . . . . . $64.95. 
Marine Corp emblem mounted on red stone . . . .. . .. . . $74.95. 
Green spine/ and birthstones available . . ... $74.95. 

Size accuracy is very important due to the hardness of 
the metal. Allow 6-8 weeks delivery times. Add $2.DO 
for shipping. 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 

EAGLE LTD • 2051 Opal Dr. 
Prescott, AZ 86301 • (602) 778-5656 
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SECURITY 
& 

MILITARY 

UNIQUE 
CATALOG 

New 1988 catalog 
now available! 

This 48-page mail-order 
catalog features quality 
military and secunty equip
ment at discount prices. 
Many items in it you will not 
find m any other catalogs! 

Includes U.S., British and Israeli equipment and clothing, 
per anal defense products, police equipment, surveillance 
eleclionics. tear gas/smoke grenades. telephone devices, 
knives. flashlights. optics, military manuals. survival pro
ducts genuine military clothing and much more. Discounl 
orices . free shiooino. unioue selection, fast service. This 
64-page catalog is an essential catalog for all SOF read
ers Price is $2, deductible from first order. 

SHOMER-TEC, Box 2187, Bellingham, WA 98227 

FOLSOM PRISON KNIFE FIGHTING (Paladin Press 1988). 
Greatesl knife fighting book ever published! $14.95 plus $2. 
p/h. payable to Don Pentecost, PO Box 172, Lake Elsinore. CA 
92331. (133) 

VIETCONG MILITARY TRAVEL Pass in Vietnamese with 
Red Seal. Unissued, room for photo, nice collectors item $5. 
Other documents available. D. Ewing, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 
05602. ( 133) 

.............................................................. 

**** 
STUFF 
**** 

l'All EAST 
,JUNG!.[ l'llillT[ll 

You 've been horn HONG KONG to the MEKONG and from 
"NAM" to PHNOM PENH. You'vi: se1:n ASIA's BARS, 
BATTLES and BULLSHIT. You 've known the WOMEN. the 
WEAPONS and the WHISKEY You know the GOOD and the 
GOD·AWFUL and all that'$ in between, rn yo u' ll appreciate the 
wc1'f this T·SHIAT poles fun at the ironies and brings back the 

FAR EAST JUNGLE FIGHT ER T-shirts. We've got the 
ORIGINALS. A SIX-COLOR ~creen pr;nt on the BEST QUAL· 
ITV 100% cotton. heavyweight, MADE IN U.S.A . T·shirt. U .S.·· 
$1'.50 plus $2.50 for shipping and handling SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED or your money back. 

• V !SA/ MasterCard/Money Order/Check • 

..,t;,.. YANKEE TRADER INTERNATIONAL 
'11( 124% Bt:nnett Avenue, Dept. VN 

Long Beach . CA 90803 

LJ:-MERCENAIREI Monthly intelligence newsletter on terror
i sm, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (141 ) 

UNARMED COMBATI Win violent encounters. Guaranteed. 
Ultra-powertul self-defense system. Hardcore book reveals 
secrets. $12 postpaid. Libra Enterprises, PO Box 719, Dept. 
SF, San Francisco, CA 94131 -0719. (133) 

TM \ 

Black Falcon 

NOVEMBER 88 

CREDIT CARO PHONE ORDERS 
CALL (512) 697 8900 

DETECTION-SURVEILLANCE-DEBUGGING Latest high
tech equipment, kits, plans. Catalog $2. Detection Systems, 
2515 E. Thomas 16-864D, Phoenix, AZ. 85016. (135) 

WWII WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggars, swords, helmets, 
everything! Illustrated catalog $10. (refundable). Disco, Box 
331-X Cedarburg, WI 53012. (1 43) 

VIETNAM " IN COUNTRY" Shoulder patch 2Bn 26 Marines 
ScouUSniper Platoon $6. M.O.'s only. SASE for free complete 
listing of USMC patches. E.R. Wilson, PO Box 4123, Costa 
Mesa. CA 92626-4123. (133) 

LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 

(JjLY $995 
POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear 
gas or blcmk ammo. 
Solid me tal. 6 shot c lip ~ 
fed. R apid firing . Wi th in
struc tions . 
F o r self-p rotectio n, th eatre, dog . 
6r~~~~~'2f~~~e Py 'f,rggka~~a~~~~e. , 1.0 sh•pmeflt to 

"" New Yo1k oc 

WESTBURY SALES CO. c'"'"""· 
Dept. TA-11-SF, 156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 

WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. Wand's biggest catalog, 
$2. Kruppr, Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (138) 

PRIVATE MAIL SERVICE, Letters, packages, whatever. re
route, hold orrendezvou at your convenience. Wilson, PO Box 
22, Amherst, OH 44001 . (141 ) 

IUIU'l'AllY ~ \'ElllCtES 

ADS ·Alt'l'H:tES ·NEWS 
One year 

6 issues - - - $12 
Two years 

12 issues - - $20 

Subscribe now. 
P.O. Box 1748L 

Union, N.J . 07083 

THE iUAIUrnTPtACE 
HHt iUIUTAHY \TEIIH:UIS 

SECURITY ELECTRONICS - $9.95 annual membership fee 
entitles you to receive wholesale prices on all types of electro
nic security equipment. Complete catalog includes wireless 
and hardwire burglar alarm systems, closed circuit TV, car 
alarms, fire alarms, counter-surveillance, etc. All hardware and 
tools for installation are illustrated, along with system exam
ples. Will continue to receive updates on new equipment and 
special promotions. Make money part or full time selling and/or 
installing security equipment. ACS SUPPLY CO. Inc. 2531 
Jefferson NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110. 1-800-545-6286. 
(133) 

********** 
WATCH FOR OUR 

NEVV 
EASY TO READ 

INDEXED 
CLASSIFIED 

SECTION 
IN JANUARY 

********** 

GET M.A.D •... AND GET EVEN with drivers behind you who 
won't dim their lights. M.A.D. (Mirror Aiming Device) works like 
a gunsight for your rear view mirror. Guaranteed. $1 2.95 post
paid. Action Auto, PO Box 608, LaPlace, LA 70069 (135) 

SUPPORT 
SOF 

ADVERTISERS 

OFFSHORE JOBS! Immediate openings! All skills! $1 5,000/ 
$75,000! USNOverseas! Work Month/Home Month! FREE 
ROOM AND BOARD! FREE DETAILS! Offshore, Box 4478-
10, Biloxi, MS 39531. (send stamp) (1 33) 

GOLDEN GRENADES, U.S. Mk2 Pineapple Grenade made 
into an Executive Gold Paperweight $1 4. A.HA, Box 21606, 
Denver, Co 80221. (133) 

NUCLEAR SURVIVAL Build effective fallout shelter. Includes 
plans, checklist of items to stockpile, important mail order 
sources, plus other disaster preparedness information. Send 
$5 to: American Enterprises, Box 11081 San Diego, CA 92111. 
(133) 

TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO. 
12062 Southwest 117th Ct., Suite 126 

Miami, Florida 33186 
800-442-9333 

FREE MARTIAL ART CATALOG Discount prices. Weapons, 
stars, knives, uniforms, hundreds of items. American Liquida
tors, 4009 P.C.H., Torrance, CA 90505. (134) 

GET IT ALL, DIRECTLY from the ones who were there! 116 
Vietnamese word translations, of the United States organiza
tion of the armed forces, military academy, and all ranks of the 
U.S. Army, Navy, and Air Force. It's hot! It's mean! It's free! 7 
delicious inexpensive Vietnamise recipes. Americans in the 
Vietnam War were brave. They tried it. How about you? Also 
free if you order now, a Vietnam War poster. Send $2.95 to 
Asia Wright USA, 3035 Southwest Drive, Indianapolis, IN 
46241. (133) 

LETTERS REMAfLED $1 each. Confidential, dependable. 
Send mail, instructions, payment to: B. Thomas, PO Box 
022083, Brooklyn NY 11202-0045. Low bulk/yearty rates. 
Questions? Send SASE. (1 34) 

BAYONETS-CHILEAN, SWEDISH, MAUSER, etc. Free List. 
Send name, address to Bacon Creek Gun Shop, PO Box 814, 
Corbin, KY 40701-0814 USA (135) 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training , 
I DEPT. SF810, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 

Rush me your "Detecti ve" Career Kit-No salesman wlll call. I 
I • - I 
t~- I 
'~~.!!!.-----------~ 
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NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con
sult the local law enforcement au
thorities in their area. 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Get started in 
a high paying career. Free information. Central Investigation, 
Box 1894A, Provo, UT 84603. (134) 

"MOST DANGEROUS BOOK EVER PUBLISHED" - NBC, 
CAN YOU - duplicate CIA tricks; save on surveillance gear; 
listen thru walls; see in the dark; get unlisted phone numbers, 
credit/personal records; chemically read through envelopes; 
etc? HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY, 264 pages, 
81klc11, $33 postpaid, CEP INCORPORATED, PO Box 865· 
SOK, Boulder, CO 80306, (303) 443·2294. (137) 

EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO 

I J:~vl on Video for the first time 1$39.951 
75 minutes of pageantry. precision formation marching and -military 
ceremonial splendor. 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Deportment 6 

P.O. Box 50473. • Nashville. TN 37205 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-Bec SF1187 
Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90702. (137) 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly list. SPEC SF1287, Box 444, Los Alamitos CA 90702. 
(137) 

MILITARY RADIOS: CPRC·26 Infantry Manpack Radio, com
pact, 50-54 MHz FM, Receiver-Transmitter sections, case, 
antenna, crystal: $17.50 complete, $32.50/pair. Patrol seismic 
Intrusion Device ("PSID") TRC-3: $42.50 apiece, $1 47.50/set 
of four. 45 day replacement guarantee. Add $4.50/piece ship
ping , $9 maximum. Baytronics, PO Box 591 , Sandusky, OH 
44870. (133) 

IMPORT-EXPORT, a home business, or a great side business 
for adventurers. Details. Birdco, Box 1249-SF, Chiefland, FL 
32626. (133) 

U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 
top Gold insignia and vi sor braid 

Leather chin strap State size wanted 589.00 

Kn ig hts Cross with ifs 17" neck ribbon 
a·nd oak leaf w ith sword s 521 .00 

We pay postage. Our 224 page fully 
illustrated catalog (free with order) $5.00 

••lTJ~·E:I•K•l•I•l5iij,,kM 

Id., Box 2063 ·f, St. Louis, MO 63158 

TIRED OF LUDICROUS MARTIAL ARTSI Train in prison/ 
street defense. Free information. PhilippinesfThailand over
seas training. Knife fighting techniques from Folsom Prison 
(Paladin Press Book). Buksan International - SOF PO Box 
172, Lake Elsinore, CA 92331 . (133) 

RANDALLS, Blackfe Colllns, Buck Custom, AIMar, Gerber, 
Buck, Pacific, Victorinox, case, Puma, Kershaw, Western, 
Kabar, Explorer, Aitor, Benchmark, Lakota, Cold Steel , A.G. 
Russell , Browning, Frost, Parker, Taylor, Leatherman, Re
mington, Spyderco, Wyoming, Eye Brand, DMT, Lansky, Cata
log $2. Carolina Cutlery, PO Box 12819, Winston-Salem, NC 
2711 7 (137) 

OVER 900 TITLES-DISCOUNTED 
-MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE

PR1vACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTITY 
BL.ACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEIL.ANCE 

SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • CRIME •REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 

GET RICH • BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY • COMPUTERS 
TAX AVOIDANCE • GAMBLING • HIDING THINGS 

PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS-DISCOUNTED' 

GIANT 112 PAGE CATALOG-$1 (Ref.) 
ADD $1 FOR SAME DAY FIRST CLASS SHIPPING 

ANVIL• Box 640383F •El Paso, TX 79904 
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BUSHPILOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 

SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 
P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE - ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 

MILITARY SURPLUS CATALOG I Over 120 pages of military, 
security, survival, recreational , clothing knives, and literature, 
genuine GI issue equipment for the military or outdoors man 
send $2. (refunded on first purchase) to Eagle's View Lodge, 
PO Box 557, Dept. SOF Waterford Works, NJ 08089. (133) 

BRIT. WWII STEEL HELMET w/liner and chin straps, V.G. 
$14.95 pp. Send $1 tor current listings: Globe Militaria Inc., 
RFD 1 Box 269, Keene, NH 03431 . (138) 

j 
SURVIVAL SANDALi 

2,000 LB. TEST VERY COMFORTAS,LE lAMPHIBIQLJS 11 
COATED NYLON' 5 VEAR LACES - ·I 

SIDE HEEL' TOP SOLE: •1 
STABILITY" -\ winTRCPHRE~OF 

i Jr OR 
/ NEOPRENE" 

f LjATHER' I 
r \. ______ __ _________________________________ / so~6o~A~~LE I 

FLEXTONE HI-TRACTION : 

SHAPED™ MID·CUSHION '5 YEAR GUARANTEE., 
CUSHION 5 STAR EVA "9 MONTH GUARANTEE 

GUARANTEED World's Finest Guerrilla 
Sandal. We'll bet $5,000 on it! 

Most Stable, Durable & Safest + Comfort. 

9 OUT OF 10 i 
BODY GUARDS ! 

SWATOFFICERS ! 
STREET FIGHTERS : 

FOREIGN TRAVELERS! 
KARATE INSTRUCTORS j 
SOLDIER'S OF FORTUNE : 
MARINES / NAVY SEALS j 

SURVIVAL INSTRUCTORS! 
CHOOSE ALP! ! 

ALP - Leather Top Sole $44 .75 ALP SUPER SANDALS i 
~ylf!n_ ~o!o!:_ ~rE~n.! 9~ay ~r_ i:.a~ _ _ 244 N. HWY.101· B : 
rneYil ALP - Neoprene Top Sole S29 ENCINITAS, CA 92024 ! 
NyrOn Color: Gray (S2 UPS per ord~r) (619) 436-2222 ! 

aealerships available VISA & MI C By Phone or Mail! 

BRIGHT LIGHT TRIPWIRE Perimeter alarm for camping, 
buildings. Parts available in drugstores. Instructions $4 from: 

- Dept. SOF, PO Box 76, Merrifield, VA 22116. (133) 

THE SURVIVAL CHECKLIST! Finally, Everything You 
Needed to Survive Natural or Man Made Disasters. Cost $5, 
Value priceless. Ground Zero, PO Box 228A, Croton, OH 
43013. (140) 

P.loTAH 
S HI PP! .. (; 

t l'OSUG( -GI SUPPLY A.O. # 10, BOX 10419 - Dept. SOF 
GI~-_,\ NEWTON, N.J. 07860 

ISS~E l-.rii----~ U.S. LARGE COMBAT 

~1.~1ii~ i!1~R~12a~,~~i~c•i 
~~ SPECIAL 
~[~ Original and current GI issue long Range Special 

Mission Mode! has a total of 6 outside pockets. 

__ · ~~~~i~(~~r~:~~ \~e c~;~~1~y~du~~~~~is1~;~~~e~~ 
with GI Frame straps, Kidney Sett, etc. Rip Stop 
O.D.Nytonwlllcarry701'os.easy. 

Send $2.00 
For 200 Item Catalog! 

:!£(201 )948-6260;t 

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Money Ordei, peisonal 
checks or Visa & Masler Card gladly accepted. NO 
COO's. All merchandise is 1000/a guaranteed. Residents 
of Alaska, Hawaii and PuertoRicoadd50/t lorshlpping. 

CONFIDENTIAL MAIL FORWARDING Fast, easy, inexpen
sive and very, very private. Write for details "SG", PO Box 
66302, Los Angeles, CA 90066. (134) 

NO IMITATION! Buy the actual fighting knife carried by the 
U.S. Marines during WWII. A must for collectors and enthu
siasts! For details write: JAP1 6617 Fairdel Ave., Baltimore, 
MD 21206. (133) 

FREE CATALOG 
UNIQUE 

ESPIONAGE & MILITARY MEMORABILIA 

llisturirnl )flilitury ,..A.rt zmb <!Iolll'ciibles 
P.O. BOX 1806 ·SF Lalayette, CA 94549 

Phone 24 hours (415) 283-1771 

4T06W'EBC DEl.NffiY 

Thick, 
High-Grade 
Leather 

f«) HAS&.ES •NO DRAYS TARGET USE TM 

Add 5% Shipping & Ins. In U.S.A. PRICES; ORIGINAL 10 Ft. Length $129.95 

- Foreign Add 25%- LEA~~RL~~~T1~~~lE:l:::~~ 
HOH THES! BULLWHIPS •A RlRMIOABLE SURVIVAl TOOi. • 

~RE HOT TOYS~ HOT CHHP ~he~ps~;: i:~.~~~j'R:.r:=u~=~·M= 
- AT OVER 14!1) Fffi PER SECOND -
• WHIP-HAHDl.ttG lnstnx:lions Included. 

The tooHEST OUAUTY. TOUGHEST BUtlWHIPS 
Available - PerJectty BALANCED F0< ACCURACY. 

CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
MC, Check P.O. Box 100724 Dept. SOF-11 
or M.O. To SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 7820! 

BRITISH MILITARIA, Authentic Collectibles from the 1800's 
through WWII, Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal Marines, 
Parachute Regiment, S.A.S. insignia, headwear, badges, uni
forms, medals, Boer war helmets, etc. Send $5 for catalog, $12 
overseas. British Collectibles Ltd., Dept. A, 2113 Wilshire 
Blvd. , Santa Monica, CA 90403. (136) 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA Collectors regimental insig
nia, blazer crests, ties, plaques, tankards, etc., of Elite British/ 
Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniaturs. Import catalog 
$2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO Box 50473, 
Nashville, TN 37205. (133) 

FOLSOM PRISON KNIFE FIGHTING (Paladin Press 1988). 
Greatest knife fighting book ever published! $14.95 plus $2. 
p/h. payable to Don Pentecost, PO Box 172, Lake Elsinore, CA 
92331. (133) 

INTRIQUE PUBLICATIONS 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • PRIVACY 

LEGAL SELF HELP • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS 
NEW IDENTITY • NEW WAYS OF FIGHTING BACK 

THESE AND MANY MORE CONTROVERSIAL 
SUBJECTS AVAILABLE 

HUGE 64-Pg DISCOUNT CATALOG - $1 .00 (rel.) 

INTRIQUE • 100BX Tenth St. Sacramento, CA 95814 

ORIGINAL CIA Black Book fa improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $12.95 ppd. Ground Zero, PO 
Box 228A, Croton, OH 43010. (140) 

IS YOUR LIFE WORTH 3 BUCKS? Our new catalog of milit
ary, outdoor, and survival gear isl Dog Tags $5.50 set. Ground 
Zero, PO Box 228A, Croton, OH 43013. (140) 

D 'T B Expensive 

0 n u y i.T~~~~~;~~rse 
Anyone can Import and seU by matll 

All you need to know lo: 
1. Where to buy the products. 
2. How to bring them thru U.S. Costoms 
3. Some basic Mail Order information. 

No Speclal Ucenses or Pcrmlts rcqulrcd. 

It Is easy aruJ.fun to get money tn the maU. Just one hot 
product can eam $1,000's each week. 

Here'• What you Getl 
1. Haye @nt Liat of hundrcdll of Forclgn 

Comp antes who sell to anyone any amount. 
lOOO's of products, names & addresses tnludcd. 

2. ll.22llk1;, Begtnnero Gulde to Import.Ing 
3. ll.22llk1;, Begtnnef!I Gulde to Me.ii Order 
4. ll.22llk1;, United States Import Requirements 
5. ~ To.rlf U.t of moat populo.r lmporls. 

$6.00 ea.ch Item or $20.00 for everything. 
Add $2.00 postage. 

This Is o.11 you need to know to begin you own 
Importing and Mail Ord.er Business 

Ron Slnclo.lr 279 E. We.rm Springs #31 
Lo.s Veges, NV 89123 702-361 -8341 For COD'• 
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International 
Mil itary Supply 

P.O. Box 2568 • Columbus. GA 31902 U.S.A. 

$12.95 
100% RIP 

STOP COTTON 

EMBROIDERED 
NAME TAG 
Add $2.95 

Add $3.00 Shipping 

1-800-247-4541 
GA Call Collect (404) 689·3455 

Catalog $2 00 
Refundable with orL _, E••~li:ll 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? VETERAN? Patches, books, DI 
pins, T-shirts, New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. 
Satgong, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (138) 

SNOW CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, Argentinian Snow 
Smocks $28, British Snow Suits $85, German Snow Ponchos 
$22. AH.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (133) 

.625 MAGNUM'" 

•Our .625 Cal. Blowguns are up to 20% Faster and More Powerful than 
the smaller .38 to .40 Cal. Blowguns. 
•Our Blowgun out-performs co2 pellet guns. 
• Each Blowgun comes with 1 dart clip, 24 all purpose darts, 6 
broadhead darts, 6 stun darts, and rubber tip . . .. 2 Fl. Model $25.50, 3 
Ft. Model 527.50, 4 Ft. Model $29.50, 4 Ft. Take Down Model $3~.50. 
Accept VISA - MaaterCard-$2.50 shipping & handling on all orders. 

To order our free catalog call 602-855--8095 
J.R. STUPERO •PO Box 209-1 •Lake Havasu, AZ. 86403 

ARMY SURPLUS: Large inventory new and used, plus surviv
al items. Send $1 (relundable) for price list: Hugh Wade's 
Oakshire Place, Hwy 51 South, Union City, TN 38261. (137) 

XXLG & XXXLG M65 FIELD JACKETS Woodland Camo or 
0.0. Jackets made to Government Spec. $80 ea. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. Mastercard & Visa accepted! XXL 
& XXXL Uniform List $.50 (133) 

UNITED NATIONS military medals for service in Korea, Gaza, 
Observer, Pakistan, conga, New Guinea, Yemen, Cyprus, 
Middle East, Golan Heights or Lebanon. Full size $35 each. 
Militaria catalogue $2 (refundable) lnvicta, 740 Gladstone, 
Ottawa, Canada. K1 R 6X5. (134) 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE Current Issue 
F-1 Suits in "LIZARD" Pattern Camo New $68, Matching Field 
Jackets $48, Came Caps $1 5. A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. (133) 

DOG TAGS Set of 2 tags, long and short chain. 5 fifteen space 
lines. $5 per set. No extra charge for printing or shipping. Hill, 
2908 Elm Hill, Nashville, TN 37214. (133) 

KOREAN 
VETERANS 

RINGS 
Cast in stainless steel. 

Expertly modeled Korean 
Service medal and United 

Nations medal are displayed in bold relief on 
ring sides. Bezel reads KOREAN VETERAN. 

Red European spinel stone $69.95 
Birthstone . . 79.95 
10K Gold available (inquire for price) 

Size accuracy is very important due to the hard
ness of the metal. Allow 6-8 weeks delivery 
times. Add $2.00 for shipping. 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 
EAGLE LTD. • 2051 Opal Drive 

Prescott, AZ. 86301 • (602) 778-5656 
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MILITARY SURPLUS 
Genuine U.S. Military clothing and equipment, 
manuals, uniform devices and much more. 
To receive catalog, in U.S., send self-addressed 
stamped (39 cent) envelope, outside U.S. $2.00. 

J.R. SALES CO. 
P.O. BOX 4253F 

LANCASTER, CA 93539-4253 

GENUINE MILITARY ID DOG TAGS! Double set w/chain and 
silencers. SPECIAL $5 each line. Send check or money order 
with your tag information to: Jefferson's ALLIED SURPLUS, 
DEPARTMENT SFDT, 5618 Jefferson, New Orleans, LA 
70123. 10 day delivery! (133) 

ARMY SURPLUS ILLUSTRATED CATALOG! Genuine GI 
field jackets, liners, BDU sets, manuals, sleeping bags and 
tons of military and outdoor products. Send $1 (refunded with 
order). Jefferson's Allied Army Surplus, 5618 Jefferson, New 
Orleans, LA 70123. (133) 

VIETNAM "Special Operations" TIGERSTRIPE, Unifonms 
as worn in the movie "THE GREEN BERETS" and in 'Nam 
1968, Suit $70, Short Brim Boonie Hats $16. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221 . MasterCard & VISA accepted! 
(133) 

FREEDOM COUNTRY 

20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850 
. .. $500 down, $97/month. Trout fishing, backpacking, 
camping. Elk, deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National 
Forests, near established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier 
National Parks nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED 
TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, 

maps. -FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990. 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept . S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) B46-1000. 

MILITARY INSIGNIA CATALOG Over 6,000 different items 
and genuine military clothing and equipment. Send $2. Kauf
man's West Army & Navy Goods. Dept. A5-11 , 1660 Eubank, 
Albuquerque, NM 87112. (133) 

COMBAT FLIERS SCARVES white, pure silk. 70"L x 9"W. 
$24.95 ppd. Check or money order only. Mulberry Lane, Box 
196, Newport, VT 05855. (137) 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY Winter 1988 Catalog 
of Came Uniforms Equipment from over 25 Countries & the 
U.S., Send $.50. l.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (133) 

W.W. II COLLECTORS 0\ EH 40.0011 l'l'EUS 
Hals·Badges·Medals of all Nations. 
U.S. Officer's Cap (new from 

7- original U.S. maker), tan with 

~~~w~.~~~~hg~~ ~ii~~rSt~~!nsi~~T, 
M, or l g... . ........ $58.00 

W.W.#2 Ltd_., Box 2063-T, St. Louis, MO 63158 

BUY GOVERNMENT SIEZED & Surplus vehicles from $100. 
Fords, Chevys, 4X4s, etc. Available in your area. For info call 
(602-842-1051 ext. 003. (133) 

COLLECTOR REPLICA AIRGUNS: M16, M203, CAR15, 
M60, AK74, UZI, HK, pistols, accessories, competitive prices. 
Send two fifty cent stamps for catalog. AEL Airsoft, PO Box 
10553, Oakland, CA 94601 . (134) 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES medals, 
books and militaria. Send $1 for list. Kaplans, Box 232, Germis
ton, SOUTH AFRICA. (134) 

Airborne/Special Forces Skull 
Ring Handcast in Solid St rling 

Silver 
• a t:utifully toned 
l and mirro r polished. 

/. Money Back gu arantee. 
• P lease give Ring siz 

LEATHER c;.'i.o ONLY 
BACKPACK ~ G $2950 

HISTORIC EXPLORERS or America 
required backpacks that were tough! 
Now YOU can enjoy the richness 
{smell that leather) and durability of 
solt, 100% leather in this modern ver
sion ol the ramous trail pack of 
yesteryear. Rich golden color. All 
chrome hardware. Roomy 14" x17"x5" 
cargo companment p!us 3 handy ex
pandable outside pockets. 2 " wide ad· 
justab!e shoulder straps. Olfers 1,000 
uses for any ourdoorsman and a touch 
of class fo1 those "long hours on the 
trail." Sand S29.50 + S2.90 delivery. 
Use 30 days. money track it not 
pleased. MasterCard & Visa accepted 
(phone 312445--6166). C.0 .0 . require 

~e~~r~0~~~~=~~~=~1~0i:~~~~~~~!6~1d~rss;~:a~ 
BONUS: ORDER NOW 

RECEIVE A COMPASS FREE 

YESI BECOME A COMMISSIONED OFFICER in the U.S. 
Military. Commissioned officer tells how. Send $4: Karen 
Taylor, 2333 Duncan Dr.#1, Fairborn, OH 45324. (134) 

PRIVATE/CONFIDENTIAL OVERSEAS MAIL DROP Profes
sional remailing/forwarding. Economical rates. Private num
bered address $24.95/year. KATTEGAT, TSTPO 98108 Kow
loon, HONGKONG. (142) 

DYSART'S WOLF KENNEL 
MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 

Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world. like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
impons: 'h wolf and up. puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wolJ.crosses Q!!)y, 
therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info - $5.00. 

CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta, North Carolina 28076 

Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 

~ 
SUPPORT 

SOP 
ADVERTISERS 

CAPS, WITH MILITARY insignias of elite fighting forces. Send 
SASE lor illustrated folders. A&D Products, Box 2B6-S118, 
Belair, MD 21014. (133) 

8" 
440 c 
Blade with 
Saw Teeth 
That Work! 
13" overall 
length. 
Alt stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath. 

Offering 
My Hollow Handle 

Survival & Combat Knife 
Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 

Only 

$225°0 

~KNIVES 
CUS TO M HAN OMAOE K N I V E S 

by Robert Parish 
1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Hendersonville, NC 28739 

Phone (704) 692-3466 
" Send $2.00 for complete catalog ... 
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PARTING SHOT 
by R.8. Anderson 

Photos: courtesy DoD 

Vietnam Was Fun(?) 

TWENTY years too late, America has 
discovered its Vietnam veterans. 

Hollywood is busy cranking out 
Vietnam movies that portray us as 
either heroes, dope fiends, or perverts. 
The paperback racks are littered with 
Rambo clones. Talk show hosts discuss 
our special "adjustment" problems. 
There're even a couple of prime-time 
Vietnam television shows. 

Is this the same society that openly 
applauded those who had the 
"courage" to flee to Canada? 
Well-intentioned souls now offer me 
their sympathy and tell me how horrible 
it all must have been. 

The fact is, it was fun. Granted, I wa5 
lucky enough to come back in one 
piece. And granted, I was young, 
dumb, and wilder than a buck Indian. 
And granted, I may be looking back 
through rose-colored glasses. But it was 
great fun. It was so great I even went 
back for a second helping. Think 
about it. 

Where else could you do 
grocery-style shopping at an ammo 
dump? Any type of destruction you 
want. Free. Where else could you 
divide your time between hunting the 
ultimate big game and partying at "the 
ville" ? Where else could you sit on the 
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side of a hill and watch an air strike 
destroy a regimental base camp? Man, 
if you don't think that was fun, you're 
reading the wrong magazine. 

Sure there were tough times and 
there were sad times. But Vietnam is 
the bench mark of all my experiences. 
The remainder of my life has been 
spent hanging around the military trying 
to recapture some of that old-time 
feeling. In combat I was a respected 
man among men. I lived on life's edge 
and did the most manly thing in the 
world: I was a warrior in a war. 

The only person you can discuss 
these things with is another veteran. 
Only someone who has seen combat 
can understand the deep fraternity of 
the brotherhood of war. Only a veteran 
can know about the thrill of the kill and 
the terrible bitterness of losing a friend 
who is closer to you than your own 
family. 

Returning to the "world" was 
another singular experience. Someone 
forgot the brass band. Readjustment 
was difficult but not debilitating. I 
wasn't the first kid to discover that a 
chest full of ribbons doesn't open any 
corporate doors. I wasn't the only guy 
in the world to ever go from squad 
leader to ditch digger. Of course, los_ing 

didn't help any. But I'm abo not the 
first Anderson to suffer defeat. At least I 
didn' t get reconstructed. Combat was 
tough. So what if life on the street is a 
little rough too. "Don't mean nothin'." 

Like any population, those of us in 
Vietnam had within our ranks a number 
of nuts. And yes, they came back even 
nuttier. However, the great majority of 
us, even those with missing parts, are 
well-adjusted and feel quite comfortable 
with ourselves. After all, we didn't 
run away. 

We were not the first generation that 
had to come home unappreciated, 
re-enter society and get on with the 
business of living. Actually we had no 
right to expect any more than we got. 
America was just exactly as we had left 
her. America was busy with business as 
usual and much too busy to pay us any 
mind. As Walter Cronkite used to tell us 
nightly, "That's the way it is. " 

So, after all this time, why all the 
hoopla now? Everyone talks about how 
great it is that we are finally getting the 
recognition we deserve. Isn't it kind of 
late? Is there a collective conscience in 
this country that needs soothing? Please 
don't do it on my time. 

I may slap the next guy that tells me 
how sorry he is that he missed the 
"Vietnam experience." The war only 
lasted a decade; to miss it you had to 
want to miss it. These guys seem to 
think that they skipped some 
fundamental manhood rite of passage. 
They did. 

Vietnam veterans are not another 
minority whose turn it is to be tossed 
the bone of recognition. Public opinion 
cost America a war and the Vietnamese 
people their nation. We lost our friends. 
All for naught. 

If we weren't cool 20 years ago, then 
don't pass us through society's fickle 
consciousness again. If you didn't 
support me then, don' t support me 
now. Keep your recognition. I can get 
all I need down at the American 
Legion.~ 
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Start with 
Tel, 1968 
for just s9.95. 

This full-color 23 1'2 " x 17'/•" 
Military Map gives you a 
strategic view of Vietnam's key 
battlegrounds. And it's yours 
free with Tet , 1968. 

YES, I want to experience Vietnam. Enter my subscription 
to "Vietnam: A Television History" under the terms 
described in this ad . Please send me my first (VHS only) 
videocassette, Tet, 1968, at the low introductory price of 
just $9.95 (plus shipping and handling), and bill me later. 
Also rush me my free Vietnam Military Map. 

Name~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
(please print) 

Address Apt. ___ 

City 

State Z ip TIME 
VHBAD8 lIIIl 



ISSUES OF SOLIHEll OF l~Oll11UNE 
YOURS FOR ONLY $2495 

SAVE 30°/o OFF ONE-YEAR SINGLE-COPY PRICE* 

0 Send me one year (12 issues) of SOF for $24.95 

Address:---------------------------

City: ______________ State: ____ _ ___ Zip: ___ _ 

XYD248 

0 Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) O VISA 0 MasterCard 

Card# ________ Exp. Date: __ Signature:-----------

Payment must accompany order. (Offer good in U.S. only. All other countries add $7/year additional postage.) 
Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for your first copy to be mailed. Offer Expires 6130/89 
"Savings based on annoal newsstand rate of $36. 

A GI FT OF SOLIHEll OF FOil TUNE 
YOURS FOR ONLY $2295 

SAVE 36°/o OFF ONE-YEAR SINGLE-COPY PRICE* 

Address:------------------------ - - -

City: ______________ State: _ ______ Zip: ____ _ 

XYE228 
O Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) O VISA 0 MasterCard 

Card# ________ Exp. Date: ___ Signature:-- ---------

SEND TO: 
Name: _ _________ _ ________________ _ 

Address:------------------ ------- --

City: _____________ State: _______ Zip: ____ _ 

Payment must accompany order. (Offer good in U.S. only. All other countries add $7/year additional postage.) XYD228 
Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for your first copy to be mailed. 
•Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $36. 
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